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1 Introduction 

The purpose of the Minor Works REF is to describe the proposal, to document the likely impacts of 
the proposal on the environment, to detail mitigation measures to be implemented and to 
determine whether or not the project can proceed. For the purposes of this work Roads and 
Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) is the proponent and determining authority under Division 
5.1 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). 

The description of the proposed works and associated environmental impacts have been 
undertaken in the context of clause 228 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 
2000, the factors in Is an EIS Required? Best Practice Guidelines for Part 5 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (Is an EIS required? guidelines) (DUAP, 1995/1996), the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act), the Fisheries Management Act 1994 (FM Act) and 
the Australian Government’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act).  

In doing so the REF helps to fulfil the requirements of section 5.5 of the EP&A Act including that 
Roads and Maritime examine and take into account to the fullest extent possible all matters 
affecting or likely to affect the environment by reason of the activity. 

The findings of the REF would be considered when assessing: 

• Whether the proposal is likely to have a significant impact on the environment and therefore the
necessity for an environmental impact statement to be prepared and approval to be sought
from the Minister for Planning under Division 5.2 of the EP&A Act

• The significance of any impact on threatened species as defined by the BC Act and/or FM Act,
in section 1.7 of the EP&A Act and therefore the requirement for a Species Impact Statement or
a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report

• The potential for the proposal to significantly impact a matter of national environmental
significance, including nationally listed threatened biodiversity matters, or Commonwealth land.
Where a significant impact is considered likely on nationally listed biodiversity matters, either
the proposal must be reconsidered or a Project REF must be prepared.



2 The proposal 

2.1 Description 

2.1.1 Proposal location  

Location details 

Title Wisemans Ferry ramp rehabilitation 

File number P.0005967.24.001

Road name and number Old Northern Road 

Closest cross road(s): Old Northern Road 

Chainage of works: Around 820 metres north of the intersection of Old 
Northern Road and River Road 

Local government area: Hornsby Shire Local Government Area (LGA) and The 
Hills Shire LGA 

Roads and Maritime Services region: Sydney Region 

2.1.2 Description of proposed work 

Wisemans Ferry has two cable ferry crossings, the main crossing (capacity of 24 vehicles) and the 
relief crossing (capacity of 18 vehicles) (refer to Figure 1). The crossings are on the Hawkesbury 
River and connect Old Northern Road and Wisemans Ferry Road. Roads and Maritime proposes 
to rehabilitate the western ramp on the relief crossing. The proposal location is shown in Figure 2. 

Regular visual inspections by Roads and Maritime identified that the concrete ramp is in poor 
condition (refer to Appendix C Photograph 1) with: 

• Large cracks on the surface of the ramp

• Numerous patch repairs

• Undercutting at the end of the ramp.

The exiting ramp is around 15 metres long, around nine metres wide and has a grade of around 
eight degrees. 

The proposal is required to maintain the ramp surface for safe vehicular access to the ferry and 
prevent scouring around the ramp. 

Key features of the proposal include: 

• A new 250 millimetre thick concrete ramp constructed on the existing ramp using precast
concrete and concrete poured in situ. The grade of the ramp will be the same as the existing

• Widening the ramp to improve pedestrian access to the ferry. The ramp would be widened by
one metre on the northern side and by around 300 millimetres on the southern side

• Scour protection using boulders at the end of the ramp and rocks at the sides of the ramp

• Tie-in with asphalt on Old Northern Road. The tie-in would be restricted to a small area at the
top of the ramp

• Painting line markings on the ramp.

The concept design is provided in Appendix A. 
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Figure 2  Proposal area and compound site
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The proposal is anticipated to involve the following work methodology: 

• Establish compound site. The compound site would be located on an existing cleared area that 
is used for parking site vehicles (refer to Figure 2). The compound site would be used for 
materials storage, assembly of formwork and vehicle parking     

• Move the relief ferry to the existing mooring poles to the south of the main crossing (refer to 
Figure 2) and remove the ferry cable 

• Install environmental controls, including a silt curtain around the ramp 

• Remove vegetation, including mangrove saplings one non-native tree. This is required to widen 
the ramp and allow for installation of scour protection. Cleared vegetation would not be 
stockpiled on site and would be disposed of at any appropriately licensed waste facility  

• Excavate around nine square metres on the northern side of the ramp and around two square 
metres on the southern side of the ramp in preparation for ramp widening. Excavations would 
only be to a shallow depth, to allow construction of the ramp 

• Potentially remove silt from the end of the ramp to prepare the river bed for the installation of 
boulders. This would be done at low tide and silt would be placed directly into impervious 
containers and disposed of at an appropriately licensed waste facility 

• Place boulders at the end of the ramp  

• Lift the precast sections into place on the lower section of the ramp using a crane.  The precast 
sections would be around four metres long. The precast sections may be bolted in place until 
the concrete upper section is poured. Marine grade grout may be pumped under the precast 
slab to ensure stability and correct alignment   

• Cut concrete to prepare the upper section of the ramp before concrete is poured 

• Prepare formwork in the compound site and then move to the ramp. Welding, grinding and 
cutting would be required during the installation of formwork. Poured would be contained by the 
formwork 

• Pour concrete in situ on the upper section of the ramp 

• Place rocks at the sides of the ramp for scour protection 

• Prepare the ramp surface to improve grip 

• Tie-in the ramp with the asphalt approach road. This would require asphalt works using a paver 
and roller 

• Paint line marking on the ramp 

• Remove environmental controls 

• Replace the ferry cable and return the ferry to the crossing. 
   
Plant and equipment that would be used includes: 

• Crane 

• Excavator 

• Concrete saw 

• Grinder 

• Oxy cutter/welder 

• Concrete truck 

• Paver 

• Roller 

• Hand tools. 
 
The proposed work is on the western ramp of the relief ferry and will take around two weeks. The 
relief ferry would be taken out of operation during this time. As the relief ferry is only used on 
weekends (or when the main crossing is closed for maintenance), the suspension of regular relief 
ferry services will be limited to three to four days in total. 
  
The proposed work would be carried out during standard hours: 
Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 6:00pm 
Saturday: 8:00am to 1:00pm 
Sunday and public holidays: no work   



 

 

2.1.3 Objectives of works 

The objectives of the proposal are: 

• To provide safe ferry access for vehicles by improving the ramp surface 

• To provide safer access to the ferry for pedestrians by widening the ramp (northern side) 

• To provide safer access for maintenance by widening the ramp (both sides)  

• To prevent scouring and undercutting at the end of the ramp. 
 

2.1.4 Ancillary facilities: 

Ancillary facilities 

Will the proposal require the use or installation of a compound site? 
 
A compound site would be set up in the cleared area beside the ferry 
(refer to Appendix C Photograph 2). The compound site will be used to 
store materials (precast concrete section, rock and boulders), temporary 
stockpiling, vehicle parking and preparation work such as formwork. The 
compound is on an unsealed, gravel surface and would be around 600 
square metres. 
 
No temporary site office or toilets would be required as there are existing 
facilities, including the existing ferry office. No vegetation clearing would 
be required. 

 Yes  No 

Will the proposal require the use or installation of a stockpile site? 
 
Rocks and boulders would be stockpiled in the compound area. No 
clearing would be required and all material would be clean when it 
comes to site. 
 
Excavated material (potentially acid sulphate soil) from the sides of the 
ramp and sediment removed from the end of the ramp would be stored 
in sealed bins and stockpile sites for excavated material would not be 
required. 

 Yes  No 

Are any other ancillary facilities required (eg temporary plants, parking 
areas, access tracks)? 
 
The compound and existing parking around the ferry would provide 
sufficient parking for site vehicles.   

 Yes  No 

2.1.5 Proposed date of commencement 

The proposed work is proposed to start in the second quarter of 2018 and finish before the end of 
June 2018. 

2.1.6 Estimated length of construction period: 

The proposed work is expected to take around six weeks to complete. Operation of the relief ferry 
crossing would be affected for around two weeks. 

  



 

 

2.2 Need and options 

2.2.1 Options considered 

The options considered for the proposal included: 
 
Option 1 - do nothing 
This option would retain the ramp in its existing poor condition. Undercutting at the end of the ramp 
is likely to continue, potentially resulting in the collapse of the end of the ramp. There would be no 
improvement to pedestrian access to the ferry or maintenance access. 
There would be no construction impacts associated with this option. However, scouring at the end 
of the ramp is likely to continue to result in sedimentation of the river. 
 
Option 2 - remove the existing ramp and construct a new ramp 
This option would require demolition of the existing ramp and importation of material to form a base 
to construct the new ramp on. This option would meet the objectives of the proposal but would 
require disposal of more material, including sediment. Removing the existing ramp has potential to 
impact any of the original fabric that may be present under the ramp (refer to section 3.5). 
Removing the ramp could lead to erosion if heavy rain or high tides occur during construction. 
 
Option 3 - use in situ concrete pouring to construct a new ramp on the existing ramp 
This option would require use of a coffer dam to allow in situ concrete pouring. This option would 
meet the objective of the proposal but would pose a high environmental risk due to potential failure 
of the coffer dam. 
 
Option 4 - use precast concrete and in situ concrete pouring to construct a new ramp on the 
existing ramp (preferred option) 
This option is the preferred option and would meet the objectives of the proposal. This option has 
lower environmental risks due to the use of precast sections on the lower section of the ramp and 
the use of the existing ramp as a base. Retaining the existing ramp would minimise disturbance to 
any original fabric that may be found under the ramp. This option would also have a reduced 
construction time compared to Option 3 because no demolition is required and reduced ongoing 
maintenance costs compared to Option 1.  

2.2.2 Justification for the proposal 

The proposal is required to: 

• Maintain the ramp surface for safe vehicular access to the ferry 

• Prevent scouring around the ramp and reduce potential water pollution 

• Improve pedestrian access to the relief ferry 

• Improve maintenance access. 

2.3 Statutory and planning framework 

2.3.1 State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 (ISEPP) 

 
ISEPP aims to facilitate the effective delivery of infrastructure across the state, including for roads 
and road infrastructure facilities. Clause 94 of the ISEPP permits development on any land for the 
purpose of a road or road infrastructure facilities to be carried out by or on behalf of a public 
authority without consent. 
 
As the proposal is appropriately characterised as development for the purposes of a road or road 
infrastructure facilities, and is to be carried out by or on behalf of Roads and Maritime, it can be 
assessed under Division 5.1 of the EP&A Act. Development consent from council is not required. 
 



 

 

The proposal is not located on land reserved under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and 
does not affect land or development regulated by State Environmental Planning Policy No. 14 – 
Coastal Wetlands, State Environmental Planning Policy No. 26 – Littoral Rainforests or State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Major Projects) 2005. 

2.3.2 Other relevant legislation and environmental planning instruments  

Fisheries Management Act 1994 

The Fisheries Management Act 1994 (FM Act) aims to conserve, develop and share the fishery 
resources of the State for the benefit of present and future generations, including conserving fish 
stocks and Key Fish Habitats (KFH) and promoting ecologically sustainable development. 
 
Part 7 of the FM Act provides for the protection of aquatic habitats. Work that requires depositing of 
material to the river bed or banks would constitute reclamation works, and removal of silt would 
constitute dredging work. Roads and Maritime are required to give written notification to the 
Minister for Fisheries for dredging and reclamation work and consider any responses in 
accordance with section 199 of the FM Act. Under Part 7 of the Act a permit is required from 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) Fisheries if an activity will harm mangroves. Removal of 
12-15 mangrove sapling during the work would require a permit. 
 
Hornsby Local Environmental Plan 2013 
The southern part of the ferry is located within the Hornsby Shire LGA. As development without 
consent, the proposal is not subject to local environmental planning policy or development control. 
However, the Local Environmental Plan (LEP) is useful in identifying the proposal’s consistency 
with its land use zoning and planning policy as described below. 
 

Objectives Proposal consistency 

Land zoning: SP3 Tourist 

• To provide for a variety of tourist-
oriented development and related 
uses. 

• To enable low-density housing that 
does not unreasonably impact on 
tourist-oriented development. 

• To enable low-scale, low-intensity 
development that does not 
unreasonably increase the demand for 
public infrastructure, services or 
facilities 

Wisemans Ferry car ferry provides access to a 
number of important historical and tourist 
attractions in the area. Maintaining the operation of 
the ferry is consistent with the objectives of the 
LEP.  

 
 
The Hills Local Environmental Plan 2012 
The northern part of the ferry is located within the The Hills Shire LGA. As development without 
consent, the proposal is not subject to local environmental planning policy or development control. 
However, the LEP is useful in identifying the proposal’s consistency with its land use and planning 
policy as described below. 
 

Objectives Proposal consistency 

Land zoning: SP3 Tourist 

• To provide for a variety of tourist-
oriented development and related 
uses. 

• To enable low-density housing that 
does not unreasonably impact on 
tourist-oriented development. 

Wisemans Ferry car ferry provides access to a 
number of important historical and tourist 
attractions in the area. Maintaining the operation of 
the ferry is consistent with the objectives of the 
LEP. 



 

 

• To enable low-scale, low-intensity 
development that does not 
unreasonably increase the demand for 
public infrastructure, services or 
facilities 

 

2.4 Community and agency consultation 

2.4.1 ISEPP consultation: 

Part 2 of the ISEPP contains provisions for public authorities to consult with local councils and 
other public authorities prior to the commencement of certain types of development. This is 
detailed below: 

Is consultation with Council required under clauses 13-15 of the infrastructure SEPP? 

Are the works likely to have a substantial impact on the stormwater 
management services which are provided by council? 
 

 Yes  No 

Are the works likely to generate traffic to an extent that will strain the 
existing road system in a local government area? 
 

 Yes  No 

Will the works involve connection to a council owned sewerage system? 
If so, will this connection have a substantial impact on the capacity of 
the system? 
 

 Yes  No 

Will the works involve connection to a council owned water supply 
system? If so, will this require the use of a substantial volume of water? 
 

 Yes  No 

Will the works involve the installation of a temporary structure on, or the 
enclosing of, a public place which is under local council management or 
control? If so, will this cause more than a minor or inconsequential 
disruption to pedestrian or vehicular flow? 
 

 Yes  No 

Will the works involve more than a minor or inconsequential excavation 
of a road or adjacent footpath for which council is the roads authority 
and responsible for maintenance? 
 

 Yes  No 

Are the works located on flood liable land? If so, will the works change 
flooding patterns to more than a minor extent?  
 
The proposed work would be on flood liable land but would not change 
the flooding patterns to a more than minor extent. 

 Yes  No 



 

 

Is consultation with Council required under clauses 13-15 of the infrastructure SEPP? 

Is there a local heritage item (that is not also a state heritage item) or a 
heritage conservation area in the study area for the works? If yes, does 
a heritage assessment indicate that the potential impacts to the 
item/area are more than minor or inconsequential? 
 
The Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry is a locally significant 
heritage item listed on the Hornsby Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 
2013, The Hills LEP 2012 and the Gosford LEP 2014. 
 
Roads and Maritime consulted with Hornsby Shire Council, The Hills 
Shire Council and Central Coast Council on 9 February 2018. Refer to 
Appendix D for consultation letters and responses. 
 
The Hills Shire Council responded on 15 February 2018 and 
acknowledged the heritage significance of its continuity of use and 
stated that Council had no objections to the proposal. 
  
Hornsby Council responded on 26 February 2018 and stated that it 
understood that the original fabric of the heritage item would not be 
impacted and that the proposal would have no more than minor impact 
on the item. 
 
No response was received from Central Coast Council. 

 Yes  No 

 
 

Is consultation with Council required under clauses 13-15 of the infrastructure SEPP? 

Are the works adjacent to a national park, nature reserve or other area 
reserved under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974? 
 

 Yes  No 

Are the works adjacent to a declared aquatic reserve under the 
Fisheries Management Act 1994? 
 

 Yes  No 

Are the works adjacent to a declared marine park under the Marine 
Parks Act 1997? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal in the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Area as defined by the 
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998? 
 

 Yes  No 

Do the works involve the installation of a fixed or floating structure in or 
over navigable waters? 
 

 Yes  No 

Are the works for the purpose of residential development, an 
educational establishment, a health services facility, a correctional 
facility or group home in bush fire prone land? 
 

 Yes  No 



 

 

2.4.2 Other agency and community consultation: 

The proposed work requires dredging and reclamation work. Under Part 7 of the FM Act Roads 
and Maritime is required to notify DPI Fisheries of the proposed work. A notification letter was sent 
to DPI Fisheries on 9 February 2018. DPI Fisheries responded on 13 February 2018 and stated 
they have no objection to the proposal provided identified safeguards are implemented. These 
safeguards are included in Section 3. Refer to Appendix D for notification letter and DPI Fisheries’ 
response. 
 
Roads and Maritime would notify potentially impacted residents and businesses at least five days 
in accordance with the Roads and Maritime Community Engagement e-Toolkit. 
 
Hornsby Shire Council, The Hills Shire Council and Gosford Council would be notified prior to the 
start of works. 
 
   
    



 

 

3 Environmental assessment 

This section provides a detailed description of the potential environmental impacts associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposal. All aspects of the environment potentially impacted 
upon by the proposal are considered. This includes consideration of the factors specified in the 
guidelines Is an EIS required? (DUAP 1999) and Roads and Related Facilities (DUAP 1996). The 
factors specified in clause 228(2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 
and the matters of national environmental significance under the Federal Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1995 are also considered in section 5.  Site-specific safeguards 
are provided to ameliorate the identified potential impacts. 

3.1 Soil 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Are there any known occurrences of salinity or acid sulfate soils in the 
area? 
 
The eSPADE Acid Sulphate Soil Risk Mapping was checked on 15 
February 2018. The area around the ferry ramp is mapped as having a 
high probability of occurrence of acid sulphate soils (ASS) at a depth of 
less than one metre below the surface. The Hawkesbury River bottom 
sediments have a high probability of occurrence of ASS. 
 
Oxidation of acid sulphate soils would result in release of sulphuric acid 
to the environment. This has potential to impact surrounding vegetation 
and lower the pH of the river in the immediate area. 
 
However, the proposal area is not mapped as having a high probability 
of occurrence at/near ground surface and given the depth of the 
excavations the risk to the environment is reduced. In any case all 
excavated material, including bottom sediments, would be transferred 
directly to impervious containers prior to disposal at an appropriately 
licensed waste facility. 

 Yes  No 

Does the proposal involve the disturbance of large areas (eg >2ha) for 
earthworks? 
 
Around 11 square metres of ground would be exposed. 

 Yes  No 

Does the site have constraints for erosion and sedimentation controls 
such as steep gradients or narrow corridors? 
 
Working in and on the bank of the Hawkesbury River is a constraint for 
erosion and sediment control. 
 
Excavation of around 11 square metres on the river bank and removal of 
bottom sediment from the end of the ramp would be required. There is a 
high potential for sediment to enter the river or be stirred up during the 
proposed work. This impact would be mitigated implementing 
safeguards and management measures.  

 Yes  No 



 

 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Are there any sensitive receiving environments that are located in or 
nearby the likely proposal footprint or that would likely receive 
stormwater discharge from the project? 
 
Dharug National Park is located on the north eastern side of the river. 
The proposal is not expected to impact the national park. 
 
There are oyster farms on the lower Hawkesbury River. The farms are 
more than 35 kilometres from the proposal and would not be impacted. 

 Yes  No 

Is there any evidence within or nearby the likely footprint of potential 
contamination? 
 
There was no evidence of contamination observed during a site visit on 
2 February 2018. 
 
A search of the Environmental Protection Authority’s Contaminated 
Land Record for Hornsby Shire and The Hills Shire LGAs on 15 
February 2018 found that there are no registered contaminated sites in 
the vicinity of the proposed works. 

 Yes  No 

Is the likely proposal footprint in or nearby highly sloping landform? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposals likely to result in more than 2.5ha (area) of exposed 
soil? 
 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
1. A site specific progressive Erosion and Sediment Control Plan will be prepared and 

implemented 
2. Erosion and sediment control measures are to be implemented and maintained to:  

• Prevent sediment moving off-site and sediment laden water entering the river 

• Reduce water velocity and capture sediment on site 

• Minimise the amount of material transported from site to surrounding pavement surfaces 

• Divert clean water around the site  
(In accordance with the Landcom/Department of Housing Managing Urban Stormwater, Soils 
and Construction Guidelines (the Blue Book)) 

3. Install a silt curtain/s with boom before the start of work. The curtain will be installed around all 
works that may disturb the river bed. The silt curtain must extend a minimum of 100 millimetres 
above the waterline 

4. Silt curtains will be installed, monitored and maintained as needed to contain sediment  
5. Erosion and sedimentation controls are to be checked and maintained on a regular basis 

(including clearing of sediment from behind barriers) and records kept and provided on request  
6. Erosion and sediment control measures are not to be removed until the work is complete and 

areas are stabilised  
7. Weather forecasts would be checked daily and no work will take place during heavy rain or 

when there is a risk of flooding 
8. All excavation work will be managed in accordance with the Roads and Maritime Guidelines for 

the Management of Acid Sulfate Materials 
9. Excavated material will be stored in impervious containers prior to disposal 
10.  Work areas are to be stabilised progressively during the works    

 



 

 

3.2 Waterways and water quality 

Description of existing environment and potential impacts 

Is the proposal located within, adjacent to or near a waterway? 
 
The proposal is located beside and in the Hawkesbury River. The 
proposed work has potential to impact water quality in the river through: 

• Release of sediment from excavations and dredging (refer to 
section 3.1) 

• Reduction in pH of the water in the immediate vicinity of the ramp 
(refer to section 3.1) 

• Contamination from spills or leaks of fuel or chemicals (paint) 

• Contamination from release of concrete to the river. 
Chemicals and fuel would be stored in the compound site, around 20 to 
50 metres from the river. The level ground would minimise the risk of spills 
or leak reaching the river. All chemicals and fuel would be stored in 
bunded area and regularly monitored.   

 Yes  No 

Is the location known to flood or be prone to water logging? 
 
The soil around the ramp is likely to be waterlogged and the area is prone 
to flooding. Work during high tides or during floods has potential to impact 
water quality due to erosion of disturbed areas. To minimise impacts to 
the work area and to the silt curtain, all would cease in advance of high 
flows in the river.  
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal located within or immediately adjacent to the area 
managed by Sydney Catchment Authority covered by State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Drinking Water Catchment) 2011? 
 
Maps of the Sydney Water Drinking Water Catchment are available from: 
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/mapindex?type=epi&year=2011&no=28 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal be undertaken on a bridge or ferry? 
 
The proposed work would take place on the western ramp of the relief 
ferry crossing at Wisemans Ferry. Potential impacts to ferry operation are 
assessed in Section 3.9. 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to require the extraction of water from a local water 
course (not mains)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
11. Aquatic spill kits will be kept on site during construction 
12. All machinery and equipment would be maintained in good working order and regularly visually 

inspected for leaks 
13. Any chemicals or fuels stored at the site will be stored in a bunded area to prevent chemical 

leaks or spills entering the water 
14. Works are timed according to the tidal cycle to minimise concrete pouring activities at higher 

tide levels 



 

 

15. Where high flows in the river are predicted all work will stop in advance, the silt curtains will be 
removed and exposed areas will be stabilised 

16. Concrete washout and vehicle washdown will occur offsite    
17. Visual monitoring of local water quality (ie turbidity, hydrocarbon spills/slicks) is to be 

undertaken on a regular basis to identify any potential spills or deficient silt curtains or erosion 
and sediment controls. 

18. Water quality control measures are to be used to prevent any materials (eg. concrete, grout, 
sediment etc) entering drain inlets or waterways. 

19. .All fuels, chemicals and liquids are to be stored in an impervious bunded area. The bunded 
area will be inspected regularly to ensure that there are no leaks or spills  

20. Refuelling of plant and equipment is to occur in impervious bunded areas located a minimum of 
50 metres from drainage lines or waterways.  

21. An emergency spill kit is to be kept on site at all times and maintained throughout the 
construction work. The spill kit must be appropriately sized for the volume of substances at the 
work site.  

22. All workers will be advised of the location of the spill kit and trained in its use. 
23. If an incident (eg spill) occurs, the Roads and Maritime Services Environmental Incident 

Classification and Reporting Procedure is to be followed and the Roads and Maritime Services 
Contract Manager notified as soon as practicable.    

3.3 Noise and vibration 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Are there any residential properties or other noise sensitive areas near the location of the proposal 
that may be affected by the work (i.e. church, school, hospital): 

During construction? 
 
The following sensitive receivers may be affected by construction work 
(refer to Appendix B Map 1 and Map 2): 

• Users of Wisemans Ferry Golf Club (active recreation) – around 
90 metres from the ramp 

• Users of the cafe (passive recreation) - around 25 metres from 
the ramp 

• Users of children’s playground (active recreation) – around 160 
metres from the ramp. 

 
The nearest residential receiver is around 450 metres from the proposal 
site. 
 
Noise generating activities include concrete cutting, grinding, 
excavating, rock/boulder placement and asphalt work. Users of the golf 
course and playground are unlikely to be substantially impacted by the 
work due to the distance from the works.  
 
Work at the compound site would start around four weeks before the 
ramp work starts. This work is likely to be intermittent and result in some 
noise at the cafe. Work on the ramp would take about two weeks and 
would have a greatest impact on the cafe. The busiest times at the cafe 
are during weekends. All work would take place during standard hours, 
minimising potential noise impacts at the cafe. Consultation with the 
cafe operators and implementation of safeguards would also minimise 
potential noise impacts.  

 Yes  No 



 

 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

During operation? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal going to be undertaken only during standard working 
hours?  
 
Standard working hours 
Monday-Friday: 7:00am to 6.00pm 
Saturday: 8.00am to 1.00pm 
Sunday and Public Holidays: no work 

 Yes  No 

Is any explosive blasting required for the proposal? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would operation of the proposal alter the noise environment for 
sensitive receivers? This might include, but not be limited to, altering the 
line or level of an existing carriageway, changing traffic flow, increasing 
traffic speeds by more than 10km/hr or installing audio-tactile line 
markings. 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal result in vibration being experienced by any 
surrounding properties or infrastructure (during either construction or 
operation)? 
 
A roller would be used for the asphalt tie-in with the new ramp. This 
would be located around 25 metres from the cafe and around seven 
metres from the site office. The area to be roller would be small and the 
work is not expected to impact nearby structures.  
 
The ramp forms part of the Cable Ferry Crossing heritage item. 
Vibration from the use of a vibratory roller has potential to impact 
heritage structures. To prevent damage to the heritage structure the 
vibratory roller would only be used on static roll within the following 
setback distances (Construction Noise and Vibration Guideline, Roads 
and Maritime 2016) 

• 1-2 tonne – 5m 

• 2-4 tonne – 6m 

• 4-6 tonne – 12m 

• 7-13 tonne – 15m 

• 13-18 tonne – 20m 

• >18 tonne – 25m. 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
24. All sensitive receivers (cafe and Wisemans Ferry Golf Club) likely to be affected would be 

notified at least five days before starting any work. The notification would provide details of:  

• The proposal  

• The construction period and construction hours  

• Contact information for project management staff  

• Details of complaint and incident reporting  

• How to obtain further information 



 

 

25. Works to be carried out during normal work hours (i.e. 7am to 6pm Monday to Friday; 8am to 
1pm Saturdays). Any work that is performed outside normal work hours or on Sundays or 
public holidays must have measures in place to minimise noise impacts 

26. All construction personnel would be notified of the location of sensitive receivers, and the need 
to minimise noise from the work, during the site induction 

27. Plant and equipment would be in good working order to prevent excess noise generation 
28. Noise impacts are to be minimised in accordance with Roads and Maritime Construction Noise 

Estimator 
29. To prevent damage to the heritage structure the vibratory roller would only be used on static roll 

within the following setback distances (Construction Noise and Vibration Guideline, Roads and 
Maritime 2016) 

• 1-2 tonne – 5m 

• 2-4 tonne – 6m 

• 4-6 tonne – 12m 

• 7-13 tonne – 15m 

• 13-18 tonne – 20m 

• >18 tonne – 25m. 

3.4 Air Quality 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Is the proposal likely to result in large areas (>2ha) of exposed soils? 
 
Around 11 square metres of ground would be exposed. 

 Yes  No 

Are there be any dust sensitive receivers located within the vicinity of 
the proposal during the construction period? 
 
Sensitive receivers located around the proposed work are: 

• Cafe – around 25 metres from the ramp 

• Wisemans Ferry Golf Club – around 90 metres from the ramp. 
 
The proposed works involve relatively small areas of ground 
disturbance. This is not expected to result in dust impacts for 
surrounding receivers.   

 Yes  No 

Is there likely to be an emission to air during construction? 
 
There is potential for some dust generation. This is expected to be minor 
given the small area of disturbance. There would be emissions from 
plant and equipment. This is not expected to be a substantial impact. 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
30. Vehicles transporting waste or other materials that may produce odours or dust are to be 

covered during transportation 
31. Stockpiles or areas that may generate dust are to be managed to suppress dust emissions in 

accordance with the Roads and Maritime Stockpile Site Management Guideline (2015) 
32. Vegetation or other materials will not be burnt onsite 
  



 

 

3.5 Non-Aboriginal heritage 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Have online heritage database searches been completed? 

• Roads and Maritime section 170 register 

• NSW Heritage database 

• Commonwealth EPBC heritage list 

• Australian Heritage Places Inventory 

• Local Environmental Plan(s) heritage items 
 
The following databases were searched on 1 February 2018 for heritage 
items within 500 metres of the proposal site. 
 
Roads and Maritime section 170 register 
Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry listed as a locally significant 
item. This is the proposal site. 
 
NSW Heritage database 
No State significant heritage items within 500 metres of the proposal. 
 
National Heritage List 
The following items are listed: 

• Old Great North Road, Wisemans Ferry  
 
Commonwealth Heritage List 
The following items are listed: 

• Dharug National Park (non-statutory Register of National Estate) 
located around 310 metres from the proposal site 

• Great North Road, Wisemans Ferry to Bucketty (non-statutory 
Register of National Estate). 

 
 
Australian Heritage Places Inventory 
Indigenous Place, Wisemans Ferry is listed on the non-statutory 
Register of National Estate. The rehabilitation of an existing ferry ramp 
is unlikely to impact any heritage values of the area.  
 
Hornsby LEP 
The following items are listed: 

• Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry listed as a locally 
significant item. This is the proposal site.  

 
The Hills LEP 
The following items are listed: 

• Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry listed as a locally 
significant item. This is the proposal site. 

• Great North Road (retaining walls, culverts, road cutting), 
Wisemans Ferry is a locally significant item.  

 
Gosford LEP 
Cable Ferry, Wisemans Ferry listed as a locally significant item. This is 
the proposal site. No information is provided about this item on the State 
Heritage Register. This item is assessed as the Cable Ferry Crossing, 
Wisemans Ferry item. 

 Yes  No 



 

 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Are there any items of non-Aboriginal heritage or heritage conservation 
areas located within the vicinity of the proposal? 
 
Refer to Appendix B Map 1 for indicative locations of potentially 
impacted heritage items. 
 
The proposed work would be on the Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans 
Ferry. The item has high significance because the ferry service has 
remained in-situ and in use since 1829, making it the oldest ferry service 
in NSW still in operation. The ferry was on the direct route of the Great 
North Road to Newcastle for much of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. This was a road of major importance during this period, and the 
Wisemans Ferry crossing was an important link in it, facilitating the 
economic development of the colony (and later the State), as well as 
being an important migration route.  
 
Significant elements of the ferry crossing include the eastern and 
western approach ramps and the cable anchors. The approaches have 
a high degree of original fabric present. However, the existing ramps 
were constructed in 1978 and the ramps have been subject to patch 
repairs since construction. 
 
The proposed ramp upgrade would not remove any of the existing ramp. 
Therefore, any original fabric present would not be impacted. The 
proposed work is consistent with recent repair work carried out by 
Roads and Maritime on other ramps at the crossing. Due to the previous 
disturbance around the ramp, encountering unexpected heritage items 
is not expected. 
 
The proposal would have a positive impact by ensuring the ongoing use 
of the heritage item. 
 
The proposal requires a tie-in with the Old Northern Road, which is the 
Great North Road heritage item. The Old Northern Road at the ferry is 
listed under the Hornsby LEP. No information is provided on the State 
Heritage Register about the significant elements of the item. However, 
no potentially significant elements were observed during the site visit. 
The section of the item listed under The Hills LEP contains retaining 
walls, culverts and a road cutting of significance. These items are 
located at least one kilometre south of the proposal site. In addition, no 
potential impacts to the Great North Road were raised by Hornsby Shire 
Council or by The Hills Shire Council during correspondence about 
potential heritage impacts of the proposal.  

 Yes  No 

Are there any items of potential non-Aboriginal heritage significance 
within the vicinity of the proposal? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to occur in or near features that indicate potential 
archaeological remains? 
 

 Yes  No 

 

  



 

 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
33. All construction personnel will be informed of the heritage significance of the ferry crossing 

during the site induction 
34. If unexpected heritage items are uncovered during the works, all works must cease in the 

vicinity of the material/find and the steps in the Roads and Maritime Services Standard 
Management Procedure: Unexpected Heritage Items must be followed. Roads and Maritime 
Services Senior Environment Specialist - Heritage must be contacted immediately 

3.6 Aboriginal heritage 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Would the proposal involve disturbance in any area that has not been 
subject to previous ground disturbances? 
 

 Yes  No 

Have online AHIMS search been completed? 
 
An AHIMS search of the proposal area (with 50 metres buffer) was 
completed on 1 February (refer to Appendix E). There are no registered 
Aboriginal heritage sites in the vicinity of the proposal. 

 Yes  No 

Is there potential for the proposal to impact on any items of Aboriginal 
heritage? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal involve the removal of mature native trees? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposals impact on any features that may indicate any 
potential archaeological remains? 
 
The proposal is located on the bank of the Hawkesbury River, which is a 
‘high risk’ landscape. However, the proposal area would have been 
disturbed during the construction and maintenance of the existing ramp. 
It is unlikely that Aboriginal heritage items remain.  

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal consistent with the requirements of the Roads and 
Maritime Procedure for Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation and 
investigation (PACHCI)? 
 
The Stage 1 PACHCI assessment concluded the proposed works as 
being unlikely to have an impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage (refer to 
Appendix F). 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
35. If Aboriginal heritage items are uncovered during the works, all works in the vicinity of the find 

must cease and the Roads and Maritime Services Aboriginal cultural heritage officer and 
regional environment manager contacted immediately. Steps in the Roads and Maritime 
Standard Management Procedure: Unexpected Heritage Items must be followed 
 



 

 

3.7 Biodiversity 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Have relevant database searches been carried out? 
 
The following databases were searched on 15 February 2018: 

• NSW Bionet 

• Protected Matters Search Tool 

• Hornsby Local Government Area Vegetation Communities 
mapping 

• Black bittern threatened species profile 

• Eastern osprey threatened species profile. 

 Yes  No 

Did the database searches identify any endangered ecological 
communities, populations, threatened flora and/or threatened or 
protected fauna, or migratory species within the vicinity of the proposed 
works?  Both Federal and State listed matters must be considered. 
 

Species Status  
(T, E,EEC,P)* 

Type of 
listing (Fed 
or State) 

Distance 
from works 

Impacted 

Black 
bittern 
(Ixobrychus 
flavicollis) 

Vulnerable State 40 metres 
(recorded in 
2000). 
Refer to 
Appendix B 
Map 2 

Refer 
below 

Eastern 
osprey 
(Pandion 
cristatus) 

Vulnerable State 180 metres 
(recorded in 
1995) 
Refer to 
Appendix B 
Map 2 

Refer 
below 

*T= Threatened, E = endangered, EEC = endangered ecological 
community, P= population 
 
Black bittern - The area contains suitable habitat for this species. The 
work would take place outside the nesting season and would not impact 
nesting habitat (branches overhanging water). Given that there is only 
one record of this species in the area since 2000, the proposal is not 
expected to impact the Black bittern. 
 
Eastern osprey – ospreys feed on fish over clear water, favour coastal 
areas and nest in tall trees. The proposal area does not provide nesting 
habitat for the osprey and is unlikely to impact the species.  
 
Due to the operation of the ferry the proposal site is unlikely to provide 
suitable habitat for threatened or migratory species identified in the 
Protected Matters Search Tool results. 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to impact nationally listed threatened species, 
ecological communities or migratory species? 
 

 Yes  No 



 

 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Would the proposal require the removal of any other vegetation? 
 
The proposal would require the removal of the around four square 
metres of vegetation to allow for ramp widening and installation of scour 
protection, comprising: 

• One Cockspur coral tree (Erythrina crista-galli) – potential weed 
(refer to section 3.8) 

• Common reed (Phragmites australis) 

• Streaked arrowgrass (Triglochin striata 

• Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 

• River mangrove (Aegiceras corniculatum). 
 
Appendix B Map 2 shows the location of vegetation clearing. 
 
A permit from DPI Fisheries is required to harm mangroves. The 
proposal would require the removal of around 12-15 saplings that are 
growing next to the ramp. The saplings are likely to be impacted during 
construction of the new ramp. Removal is also required to allow ramp 
widening and installation of scour protection. The removal of the 
saplings is considered a minor impact compared to the existing stand of 
mature mangroves that would not be impacted by the proposed work. 
 
The common reed, streaked arrowgrass and purple loosestrife are 
common native species and removal of a small area (around four 
square metres) of vegetation would not be a substantial impact. 
Removal is required to allow construction of the new ramp, ramp 
widening and installation of scour protection. 
 
There are large areas of common reed around the ferry crossing that 
provide good habitat for water birds such as the purple headed 
swamphen (Porphyrio poliocephalus), which was observed during the 
site visit. 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal affect any tree hollows or hollow logs? 
 

 Yes  No 

Are there any known areas of critical habitat, SEPP 14 wetland area or 
SEPP 26 littoral rainforest area within the vicinity of the proposed work? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal provide any additional barriers to the movement of 
wildlife? 
 

 Yes  No 



 

 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Would the proposal disturb any natural waterways or aquatic habitat? 
 
The proposal would be located at the Hawkesbury River, which is 
identified as Key Fish Habitat.  
 
The proposal would impact the river bank which provides habitat for 
mud crabs, mangroves and other native vegetation. This is not expected 
to be a substantial impact due to the small area impacted (around 11 
square metres). While the proposal would remove 12-15 mangrove 
saplings, the saplings to not provide substantial aquatic habitat. 
 
Dredging around the end of the ramp would increase turbidity in the 
immediate area. The silt curtain would contain the sediment plumes to 
minimise the impact of dredging. The proposal is expected to have a 
minor, local impact on the aquatic habitat of the river.    

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal disturb any crevices or other locations (such as on 
bridges and culverts) for potential bat habitat? 
 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
36. Impacts to mangroves are not permitted until a permit is obtained from DPI Fisheries 
37. All mangroves not covered by the DPI Fisheries permit will be a no-go zone 
38. Prior to the start of work, a physical vegetation clearing boundary at the approved clearing limit 

will be demarcated and implemented to minimise clearing impacts 
39. Vegetation designated for clearing must be removed in such a way as not to cause damage to 

surrounding vegetation 
40. Prior to arrival at site, all plant and equipment will be washed to ensure they are free from dirt 

and debris 
41. Fisheries NSW (1800 043 536) and the Environment Protection Authority (131 555) is to be 

notified immediately if any fish kills occur in the vicinity of the works. In such cases, all works 
other than emergency response procedures are to cease until the issue is rectified and 
approval is given by Fisheries NSW and/or the Environment Protection authority for the works 
to proceed 

42. If unexpected threatened fauna or flora species are discovered, stop works immediately and 
follow the Roads and Maritime Services Unexpected Threatened Species Find Procedure in the 
Roads and Maritime Services Biodiversity Guidelines 2011 – Guide 1 (Pre-clearing process)       

3.8 Trees 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Does the proposal involve pruning, trimming or removal of any tree/s? 
 
One Cockspur coral tree (Erythrina crista-galli) may require to be 
removed. The tree roots are growing under the exiting ramp and the tree 
may be required to be removed during the ramp widening.  
 
Cockspur coral tree is identified as a potential major weed of waterways 
and floodplains (NSW WeedWise).  

 Yes  No 



 

 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Do the trees form part of a streetscape, an avenue or roadside planting? 
 

 Yes  No 

Have the trees been planted by a community group, landcare group or 
by council or is the tree a memorial or part of a memorial group eg. has 
a plaque? 
 

 Yes  No 

Do the trees form part of a heritage listing or have other heritage value? 
 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
43. If required, the Cockspur coral tree will be removed in accordance with NSW WeedWise control 

measures 

3.9 Traffic and transport 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Is the proposal likely to result in detours or disruptions to traffic flow 
(vehicular, cycle and pedestrian) or access during construction? 
 
No detour is required because all traffic can use the main ferry when the 
relief ferry is not in operation. Work would be carried out on weekdays 
when traffic is relatively light. Movement of construction vehicles is not 
expected to result in traffic delays.  

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to result in detours or disruptions to traffic flow 
(vehicular, cycle and pedestrian) or access during operation? 
 
Both the main and relief ferries operate on weekends. The proposed 
work would be scheduled so that the relief ferry is only out of operation 
for one weekend. The capacity of the main and relief ferries is 24 
vehicles and 18 vehicles respectively. On the weekend that the relief 
ferry is out of operation the overall capacity would be reduced by 43%. 
During this period there is likely to be additional waiting time for the 
ferry. 
 
Public holidays and school holidays are likely to be busier periods at the 
ferry. If the works occur during these times, delays to ferry users are 
likely to be increased. 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to affect any other transport nodes or transport 
infrastructure (eg bus stops, bus routes) in the surrounding area? Or 
result in detours or disruptions to traffic flow (vehicular, cycle and 
pedestrian) or access during operation? 
 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
44. Signs informing ferry users of the works and potential weekend delays will be erected in 

advance of the works 



 

 

45. Schedule works to minimise the impact on weekend ferry operations 
46. No ferry closures would occur on public holidays or during school holidays 

3.10 Socio-economic 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Is the proposal likely to impact on local business?  
 
The cafe at the ferry may have a short-term increase in business from 
site workers. There is potential for noise impacts during construction. 
However, this impact is expected to occur during less busy times 
(weekdays). 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to require any property acquisition? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to alter any access for properties (either 
temporarily or permanently)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to alter any on-street parking arrangements (either 
temporarily or permanently)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to change pedestrian movements or pedestrian 
access (either temporarily or permanently)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to impact on any items or places of social value to 
the community (either temporarily or permanently)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to reduce or change visibility of any businesses, 
farms, tourist attractions or the like (either temporarily or permanently)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
47. Notification is to be given to affected community members prior to the works taking place. The 

notification is to include:  

• Details of the proposal  

• The duration of works and working hours  

• Any changed traffic or access arrangements  

• How to lodge a complaint or obtain more information  

• Contact name and details.  
48. All complaints are to be recorded on a complaints register and attended to promptly 
  



 

 

3.11 Landscape character and visual amenity 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Is the proposed work over or near an important physical or cultural 
element or landscape? (heritage items and areas, distinctive or historic 
built form, National Parks, conservation areas, scenic highways etc)? 
 
The proposal is located in a highly scenic area on the Hawkesbury 
River. However, the proposal involves rehabilitation of an existing ferry 
ramp and would not impact the character of the landscape. 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal obstruct or intrude upon the character or views of a 
valued landscape or urban area. For example locally significant 
topography, a rural landscape or a park, a river, lake or the ocean or a 
historic or distinctive townscape or landmark? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal require the removal of mature trees or stands of 
vegetation, either native or introduced? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal result in large areas of shotcrete visible from the 
road or adjacent properties? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal involve new noise walls or visible changes to 
existing noise walls? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal involve the removal or reuse of large areas of road 
corridor, landscape, either verges or medians? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would the proposal involve substantial changes to the appearance of a 
bridge (including piers, girders, abutments and parapets) that are visible 
from the road or residential areas? 
 

 Yes  No 

If involving lighting, would the proposal create unwanted light spillage on 
residential properties at night (in construction or operation)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Would any new structures or features being constructed result in over 
shadowing to adjoining properties or areas?  
 

 Yes  No 

Safeguards 

No safeguards required. 
  



 

 

3.12 Waste 

Description of existing environmental and potential impacts 

Is the proposal likely to generate >200 tonnes of waste material 
(contaminated and /or non-contaminated material)? 
 

 Yes  No 

Is the proposal likely to require a licence from OEH? 
 

 Yes  No 

The proposal would produce relatively small volumes of waste including: 

• Spoil (potentially ASS) – around one to two cubic metres 

• Concrete – small volumes from cutting and concrete washout (offsite) 

• Metal – offcuts from formwork 

• General rubbish. 

Safeguards 

Safeguards to be implemented are: 
49. Resource management hierarchy principles are to be followed:  

• Avoid unnecessary resource consumption as a priority  

• Avoidance is followed by resource recovery (including reuse of materials, reprocessing,  

• recycling and energy recovery)  

• Disposal is carried out as a last resort  
(In accordance with the Waste Avoidance & Resource Recovery Act 2001) 

50. All waste will be classified in accordance with NSW EPA Waste Classification Guidelines 2014 
51. Waste will be disposed of at appropriately licensed waste facilities 
52. Waste is not to be burnt on site  
53. Waste material, other than vegetation and tree mulch, is not to be left on site once the works 

have been completed  
54. Working areas are to be maintained, kept free of rubbish and cleaned up at the end of each 

working day. 
   



 

 

4 Consideration of State and Commonwealth 
environmental factors 

4.1 Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 
checklist  

In addition to the requirements of the ‘Is an EIS required?’, the following factors listed in clause 
228(2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation, 2000 have also been 
considered to assess the likely impacts of the proposal on the natural and built environment. This 
consideration is required to comply with sections 5.5 and 5.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.   
 

Environmental factor Impact 

(a) Any environmental impact on a community? 

The proposed work may cause minor short-term environmental impacts 
on the community, such as delays for weekend ferry users and noise 
impacts on cafe customers, however the potential impacts would be 
minimised with the implementation of the safeguards as detailed in this 
REF. The rehabilitation works would have no environmental impact on 
a community in the long-term and ferry users would benefit from 
improved access to the relief ferry. 

Local, negative short-
term impact 

(b) Any transformation of a locality? 

The proposal would rehabilitate an existing ferry ramp and would not 
transform the locality. 
 

Nil 

(c) Any environmental impact on the ecosystems of a locality? 

The proposal would require vegetation removal, including mangroves 
and native species. The impact is expected to be minor given the 
relatively small area of impact. 

Local, negative short-
term impact 

(d) Any reduction of the aesthetic, recreational, scientific or other 
environmental quality or value of a locality? 

The proposal would not reduce the aesthetic, recreational, scientific or 
other environmental quality or value of the locality, as works would 
generally be contained to the existing ferry ramp. 

Nil 

(e) Any effect on a locality, place or building having aesthetic, 
anthropological, archaeological, architectural, cultural, 
historical, scientific or social significance or other special 
value for present generations? 

The proposal would ensure the ongoing use of a heritage listed ferry 
with aesthetic, archaeological, cultural, historical and social 
significance.   

Regional, positive long-
term impact 



 

 

Environmental factor Impact 

(f) Any impact on habitat of any protected fauna (within the 
meaning of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974)? 

The proposal would require removal of around four square metres of 
vegetation. This is not expected to have substantial impact due to the 
small area of impact. Implementation of the safeguards in section 3 
would minimise impacts on protected flora and fauna. 

Local, negative short-
term impact 

(g) Any endangering of any species of animal, plant or other form 
of life, whether living on land, in water or in the air? 

The proposal would not endanger any species of animal, plant or other 
form of life, whether living on land, in water or in the air due to the 
limited scope of works for the proposed activities and the 
implementation of the safeguards given in Section 3 of this REF. 

Nil 

(h) Any long-term effects on the environment? 

The proposal would have positive long-term effects on the environment 
due to improved safety and access for ferry users. There are no 
anticipated negative long-term effects on the environment from the 
ramp rehabilitation works due to the limited scope of these works and 
the implementation of the safeguards given in Section 3 of this REF. 

Nil 

(i) Any degradation of the quality of the environment? 

The proposal would potentially degrade the quality of the environment 
in the short-term due to excavation and dredging work, however the 
potential impacts would be minimised with the implementation of the 
safeguards given in Section 3 of this REF. 

Local, negative short-
term impact 

(j) Any risk to the safety of the environment? 

The proposal would have minimal risk to the safety of the environment 
due to the limited scope of works for the activities covered in this REF, 
and the potential impacts would be minimised with the implementation 
of the safeguards given in Section 3 in this REF. 

Nil 

(k) Any reduction in the range of beneficial uses of the 
environment? 

The proposal would cause minor delays for weekend ferry users, which 
would potentially increase travelling time in the short-term. There would 
be no long-term reduction in the range of beneficial uses of the 
environment as a result of the works. 

Local, negative short-
term impact 

(l) Any pollution of the environment? 

The proposal would potentially cause pollution of the environment, 
however the potential impacts would be minimised with the 
implementation of the safeguards given in Section 3 of this REF. 

Local, negative short-
term impact 

(m) Any environmental problems associated with the disposal of 
waste? 

The waste generated during the proposal would be contained and 
removed for disposal to approved recycling facilities or to licensed 
landfill in accordance with the safeguards in Section 3 of this REF. No 
environmental problems are anticipated for the disposal of waste. 

Nil 



 

 

Environmental factor Impact 

(n) Any increased demands on resources, natural or otherwise 
which are, or are likely to become, in short supply? 

The proposal would not significantly increase demands on resources, 
which are, or are likely to become, in short supply. Relatively small 
amounts of materials would be required for the proposed work.  

Nil 

(o) Any cumulative environmental effect with other existing or 
likely future activities? 

The proposal is not expected to have cumulative impacts with other 
activities. 

Nil 

(p) Any impact on coastal processes and coastal hazards, 
including those under projected climate change conditions? 

The proposal would not impact on coastal processes and coastal 
hazards. 

Nil 

4.2 Matters of national environmental significance checklist  

Under the environmental assessment provisions of the EPBC Act, the following matters of national 
environmental significance are required to be considered to: 

• Assist in determining whether the proposal should be referred to the Australian Government 
Department of the Environment and Energy 

• For nationally listed threatened species, ecological communities and migratory species, 
whether the impacts are significant and should be assessed via a Project REF. 

 

Factor Impact 

(a) Any impact on a World Heritage property? 

The World Heritage listed Australian Convict Sites (Old Great North 
Road and Old Great North Road Buffer Zone) are located more than 
500 metres from the proposal. The proposal would not impact on a 
World Heritage Property. 

Nil 

(b) Any impact on a National Heritage place? 

The proposal would not impact on a National Heritage Place. 

Nil 

(c) Any impact on a wetland of international importance (often 
called ‘Ramsar’ wetlands)? 

The proposal would not impact on a wetland of international 
importance.  

Nil 

(d) Any impact on nationally threatened species, ecological 
communities or migratory species? 

The proposal would not impact on a nationally listed threatened 
species, ecological community or migratory species.  

Nil 

(e) Any impact on a Commonwealth marine area? 

The proposal would not impact on a Commonwealth marine area.  

Nil 



 

 

Factor Impact 

(f) Does the proposal involve a nuclear action (including 
uranium mining)? 

The proposal would not involve a nuclear action.  

Nil 

Additionally, any impact (direct or indirect) on the environment of 
Commonwealth land? 

The proposal would not impact (either directly or indirectly) on the 
environment of Commonwealth land.  

Nil 



 

 

5 Summary of safeguards and environmental management 
measures 

This section provides a summary of the site specific environmental safeguards and management 
measures identified in described in chapters 3 and 4 of this REF.  These safeguards will be 
implemented to reduce potential environmental impacts throughout construction and operation.  A 
framework for managing the potential impacts is provided with reference to environmental 
management plans and relevant Roads and Maritime QA specifications.  Any potential licence 
and/or approval requirements required prior to construction are also listed 
 
Table 5.1: Summary of site-specific safeguards for proposed work 
 

Safeguards for the proposed work 

Soil 1. A site specific progressive Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 
will be prepared and implemented 

2. Erosion and sediment control measures are to be implemented 
and maintained to:  

• Prevent sediment moving off-site and sediment laden water 
entering the river 

• Reduce water velocity and capture sediment on site 

• Minimise the amount of material transported from site to 
surrounding pavement surfaces 

• Divert clean water around the site  
(In accordance with the Landcom/Department of Housing 
Managing Urban Stormwater, Soils and Construction Guidelines 
(the Blue Book)) 

3. Install a silt curtain/s with boom before the start of work. The 
curtain will be installed around all works that may disturb the river 
bed. The silt curtain must extend a minimum of 100 millimetres 
above the waterline 

4. Silt curtains will be installed, monitored and maintained as 
needed to contain sediment  

5. Erosion and sedimentation controls are to be checked and 
maintained on a regular basis (including clearing of sediment 
from behind barriers) and records kept and provided on request  

6. Erosion and sediment control measures are not to be removed 
until the work is complete and areas are stabilised  

7. Weather forecasts would be checked daily and no work will take 
place during heavy rain or when there is a risk of flooding 

8. All excavation work will be managed in accordance with the 
Roads and Maritime Guidelines for the Management of Acid 
Sulfate Materials 

9. Excavated material will be stored in impervious containers prior 
to disposal 

10.  Work areas are to be stabilised progressively during the works 



 

 

Safeguards for the proposed work 

Waterways and water 
quality 

11. Aquatic spill kits will be kept on site during construction 
12. All machinery and equipment would be maintained in good 

working order and regularly visually inspected for leaks 
13. Any chemicals or fuels stored at the site will be stored in a 

bunded area to prevent chemical leaks or spills entering the 
water 

14. Works are timed according to the tidal cycle to minimise concrete 
pouring activities at higher tide levels 

15. Where high flows in the river are predicted all work will stop in 
advance, the silt curtains will be removed and exposed areas will 
be stabilised 

16. Concrete washout and vehicle washdown will occur offsite    
17. Visual monitoring of local water quality (ie turbidity, hydrocarbon 

spills/slicks) is to be undertaken on a regular basis to identify any 
potential spills or deficient silt curtains or erosion and sediment 
controls. 

18. Water quality control measures are to be used to prevent any 
materials (eg. concrete, grout, sediment etc) entering drain inlets 
or waterways. 

19. .All fuels, chemicals and liquids are to be stored in an impervious 
bunded area. The bunded area will be inspected regularly to 
ensure that there are no leaks or spills  

20. Refuelling of plant and equipment is to occur in impervious 
bunded areas located a minimum of 50 metres from drainage 
lines or waterways.  

21. An emergency spill kit is to be kept on site at all times and 
maintained throughout the construction work. The spill kit must 
be appropriately sized for the volume of substances at the work 
site.  

22. All workers will be advised of the location of the spill kit and 
trained in its use. 

23. If an incident (eg spill) occurs, the Roads and Maritime Services 
Environmental Incident Classification and Reporting Procedure is 
to be followed and the Roads and Maritime Services Contract 
Manager notified as soon as practicable.    



 

 

Safeguards for the proposed work 

Noise and vibration 24. All sensitive receivers (cafe and Wisemans Ferry Golf Club) 
likely to be affected would be notified at least five days before 
starting any work. The notification would provide details of:  

• The proposal  

• The construction period and construction hours  

• Contact information for project management staff  

• Details of complaint and incident reporting  

• How to obtain further information 
25. Works to be carried out during normal work hours (i.e. 7am to 

6pm Monday to Friday; 8am to 1pm Saturdays). Any work that is 
performed outside normal work hours or on Sundays or public 
holidays must have measures in place to minimise noise impacts 

26. All construction personnel would be notified of the location of 
sensitive receivers, and the need to minimise noise from the 
work, during the site induction 

27. Plant and equipment would be in good working order to prevent 
excess noise generation 

28. Noise impacts are to be minimised in accordance with Roads 
and Maritime Construction Noise Estimator 

29. To prevent damage to the heritage structure the vibratory roller 
would only be used on static roll within the following setback 
distances (Construction Noise and Vibration Guideline, Roads 
and Maritime 2016) 

• 1-2 tonne – 5m 

• 2-4 tonne – 6m 

• 4-6 tonne – 12m 

• 7-13 tonne – 15m 

• 13-18 tonne – 20m 

• >18 tonne – 25m. 

Air quality 30. Vehicles transporting waste or other materials that may produce 
odours or dust are to be covered during transportation 

31. Stockpiles or areas that may generate dust are to be managed to 
suppress dust emissions in accordance with the Roads and 
Maritime Stockpile Site Management Guideline (2015) 

32. Vegetation or other materials will not be burnt onsite 

Non-Aboriginal Heritage 33. All construction personnel will be informed of the heritage 
significance of the ferry crossing during the site induction 

34. If unexpected heritage items are uncovered during the works, all 
works must cease in the vicinity of the material/find and the steps 
in the Roads and Maritime Services Standard Management 
Procedure: Unexpected Heritage Items must be followed. Roads 
and Maritime Services Senior Environment Specialist - Heritage 
must be contacted immediately 

Aboriginal Heritage 35. If Aboriginal heritage items are uncovered during the works, all 
works in the vicinity of the find must cease and the Roads and 
Maritime Services Aboriginal cultural heritage officer and regional 
environment manager contacted immediately. Steps in the 
Roads and Maritime Standard Management Procedure: 
Unexpected Heritage Items must be followed 



 

 

Safeguards for the proposed work 

Biodiversity 36. Impacts to mangroves are not permitted until a permit is obtained 
from DPI Fisheries 

37. All mangroves not covered by the DPI Fisheries permit will be a 
no-go zone 

38. Prior to the start of work, a physical vegetation clearing boundary 
at the approved clearing limit will be demarcated and 
implemented to minimise clearing impacts 

39. Vegetation designated for clearing must be removed in such a 
way as not to cause damage to surrounding vegetation 

40. Prior to arrival at site, all plant and equipment will be washed to 
ensure they are free from dirt and debris 

41. Fisheries NSW (1800 043 536) and the Environment Protection 
Authority (131 555) is to be notified immediately if any fish kills 
occur in the vicinity of the works. In such cases, all works other 
than emergency response procedures are to cease until the 
issue is rectified and approval is given by Fisheries NSW and/or 
the Environment Protection authority for the works to proceed 

42. If unexpected threatened fauna or flora species are discovered, 
stop works immediately and follow the Roads and Maritime 
Services Unexpected Threatened Species Find Procedure in the 
Roads and Maritime Services Biodiversity Guidelines 2011 – 
Guide 1 (Pre-clearing process) 

Trees 43. If required, the Cockspur coral tree will be removed in 
accordance with NSW WeedWise control measures 

Traffic and transport 44. Signs informing ferry users of the works and potential weekend 
delays will be erected in advance of the works 

45. Schedule works to minimise the impact on weekend ferry 
operations 

46. No ferry closures would occur on public holidays or during school 
holidays 

Socio-economic 47. Notification is to be given to affected community members prior 
to the works taking place. The notification is to include:  

• Details of the proposal  

• The duration of works and working hours  

• Any changed traffic or access arrangements  

• How to lodge a complaint or obtain more information  

• Contact name and details.  
48. All complaints are to be recorded on a complaints register and 

attended to promptly 

Landscape character and 
visual amenity 

No safeguards required. 



 

 

Safeguards for the proposed work 

Waste 
 

49. Resource management hierarchy principles are to be followed:  

• Avoid unnecessary resource consumption as a priority  

• Avoidance is followed by resource recovery (including reuse 
of materials, reprocessing,  

• recycling and energy recovery)  

• Disposal is carried out as a last resort  
(In accordance with the Waste Avoidance & Resource Recovery 
Act 2001) 

50. All waste will be classified in accordance with NSW EPA Waste 
Classification Guidelines 2014 

51. Waste will be disposed of at appropriately licensed waste 
facilities 

52. Waste is not to be burnt on site  
53. Waste material, other than vegetation and tree mulch, is not to 

be left on site once the works have been completed  
54. Working areas are to be maintained, kept free of rubbish and 

cleaned up at the end of each working day. 

5.1 Licensing and approvals 

List of licences and/or approvals required for the proposal: 
 
Table 5.2: Summary of licensing and approval required. 
 

Instrument Requirement Timing 

Fisheries 
Management Act 
1994 (s199) 

Notification to the Minister for Primary Industries 
prior to any dredging or reclamation works. 

Response received 
from DPI Fisheries on 
13 February 2018 

Fisheries 
Management Act 
1994 (s205) 

Permit to harm marine vegetation from the 
Minister for Primary Industries. 

Prior to start of the 
activity. 

 
 

5.2 Other requirements 

Requirement 

Environmental management plan sent to EM for review. 
 
 

 Yes  No 



 

 

6 Certification, review and decision 

6.1 Certification 

 
This minor works review of environmental factors provides a true and fair review of the proposal in 
relation to its potential effects on the environment. It addresses to the fullest extent possible all 
matters affecting or likely to affect the environment as a result of the proposal. 

Prepared by: 

 

 
Jonathan Dowling 
Environmental Consultant 
Sure Environmental 
Date: 11/04/2018 

Minor Works REF reviewed by: 

 

 
 
Emily Dowling 
Consultant 
Sure Environmental 
Date: 11/04/2018 

6.2 Environment staff review 

 
The Minor Works REF has been reviewed and considered against the requirements of sections 5.5 
and 5.7 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  
 
In considering the proposal this assessment has examined and taken into account to the fullest 
extent possible, all matters affecting or likely to affect the environment by reason of that activity as 
addressed in the Minor Works REF and associated information.  This assessment is considered to 
be in accordance with the factors required to be considered under clause 228 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
 
The proposal described in the Minor Works REF will have some environmental impacts which can 
be ameliorated satisfactorily.  Having regard to the safeguard and management measures 
proposed, this assessment has considered that these impacts are unlikely to be significant and 
therefore an approval for the proposal does not need to be sought under Division 5.2 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
The assessment has considered the potential impacts of the activity on critical habitat and on 
threatened species, populations or ecological communities or their habitats for both terrestrial and 
aquatic species as defined by the Biodiversity Conservation Act 1995 and the Fisheries 
Management Act 1994. 
 
The proposal described in the Minor Works REF will not affect declared critical habitat.  The activity 
described in the Minor Works REF will not significantly affect threatened species, populations or 
ecological communities or their habitats.  Therefore a species impact statement is not required.  



 

 

 
 
The assessment has also addressed the potential impacts on the activity on matters of national 
environmental significance and any impacts on the environment of Commonwealth land and 
concluded that there will be no significant impacts.  Therefore there is no need for a referral to be 
made to the Australian Government Department of the Environment and Energy for a decision by 
the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment and Energy on whether assessment and approval 
is required under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 
 
 
The Minor Works REF is considered to meet all relevant requirements.  
  



 

 

6.3 Environment staff recommendation 

 
It is recommended that the proposal to rehabilitate Wisemans Ferry ramp as described in this 
Minor Works REF proceed subject to the implementation of all safeguards identified in the Minor 
Works REF and compliance with all other relevant statutory approvals, licences, permits and 
authorisations.  
 
The Minor Works REF has examined and taken into account to the fullest extent possible all 
matters likely to affect the environment by reason of the activity and established that the activity is 
not likely to significantly affect the environment or threatened species, populations, ecological 
communities or their habitats.  
 
The Minor Works REF has concluded that there will be no significant impacts on matters of 
national environmental significance or any impacts on the environment of Commonwealth land. 
 
The Minor Works REF determination will remain current for five years until April 2023 at which time 
it shall lapse if works have not been physically commenced.  The pre-construction checklist must 
be completed prior to the commencement of any works. 
 

Recommended by: 

 
 
 
Tracey Austin 
Roads and Maritime Environment Manager, Sydney Region 

 

Noted by: 

 
 
 
Simon Jeffery 
Manager Workshops  
Regional Maintenance Regional & Freight 

6.4 Determination 

 
In accordance with the above recommendation and sections 5.5 and 5.7 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979, I determine that Roads and Maritime Services may: 

• proceed with the activity 
 
 
 
Emad Loka 
Director Statewide Delivery 
 
 
 

12/4/18
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Concept design 

 



 

 

Appendix B 

Maps 



 

 

 
Map 1 - Non-Aboriginal heritage (indicative locations) 
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Map 2 - Bionet search results 
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Appendix C 

Photographs 

Photograph 1 – current condition of the ramp 

 
 
  



 

 

Photograph 2 – proposed compound site 

 
 
Photograph 3 – mangrove saplings to be removed 

 
 
  



 

 

Photograph 4 – Common reed to be removed 

 
 
  



 

 

Photograph 5 – Scour protection on the eastern ramp of the main crossing. Similar 
protection would be installed as part of the proposal 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix D 

Correspondence 

• DPI Fisheries s199 notification letter and response 

• Hornsby Shire Council consultation letter 

• The Hills Shire Council consultation letter 

• Central Coast Council consultation letter  
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9 February 2018 

 

DPI Fisheries 
ahp.central@dpi.nsw.gov,au 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam  
 
Notification of dredging and reclamation at Wisemans Ferry 
 
Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) proposes to upgrade a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry 

cable ferry in the Hills Shire and Hornsby Shire Local Government Areas. The work will include removal of 

silt from the end of the ramp and installation of boulders and rocks around the ferry ramp to prevent 

scouring. 

Under the Fisheries Management Act 1994 Clause 199, Roads and Maritime is required to notify the 
Minister of proposed dredging and reclamation work. A brief outline of the proposal is attached to this letter. 
A Review of Environmental Factors (REF) for the proposal is currently being prepared.  
 
If you have any comments regarding this proposal please provide these by 2 March 2018.  
 
If you require further information please contact the Roads and Maritime Project Manager Simon Jeffery on 
9354 5131 or by email at simon.jeffery@rms.nsw.gov.au. 
  

 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Jonathan Dowling  
On behalf of the Roads and Maritime Services 
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Proposal identification 
Roads and Maritime proposes to repair a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry cable ferry (refer to Figure 1). The 

upgrade work would take place on the western ramp of the relief ferry crossing. The ramp is in poor 

condition with large cracks visible on the surface and scouring at the end of the ramp. 

The ramp would be repaired by installing a precast concrete section on the lower section of the existing 

ramp and pouring concrete in situ on the upper section of the existing ramp. The existing ramp would form 

the base for the new ramp. The new ramp would be around one metre wider on the northern side to 

improve pedestrian access to the ferry and around 300 millimetres wider on the southern side to tie in with 

the ferry cable stanchion. 

To prevent scouring, Roads and Maritime propose to install boulders at the base of the ramp and smaller 

rocks to the sides of the ramp. Similar work was carried out on a ramp on the main crossing at Wisemans 

Ferry (refer to Figure 2). Removal of silt may be required prior to installing the boulders. 

The proposal would involve: 

• Establish site compound in existing cleared area  

• Install silt curtain around the ramp 

• Place boulders at the end of the ramp to protect against scouring 

• Install precast section on top to the lower section of the existing ramp 

• Install form work on upper section of the ramp 

• Pour concrete on the upper section of the ramp 

• Install rocks as scour protection along the sides of the ramp 

• Asphalting to tie the ramp in with the road. 

There would be no impact to the main ferry crossing. Some delays to ferry users may occur at weekends 

when both ferries are normally in operation. Only one ferry operates on weekdays and there would be no 

operational impact at this time. 

The work is proposed to start and be completed in the second quarter of 2018. Work would take place in 

standard hours and is expected to take around six weeks to complete. 

 



 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Proposed ramp upgrade at Wisemans Ferry 
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Potential impacts 
Soil and water 

Existing environment 

The Hawkesbury River is around 280 metres wide at Wisemans Ferry. The water is highly turbid and the 

bank around the ferry ramp comprises fine sediment. Scouring at the ferry ramp has resulted in the ramp 

being undercut. The river is tidal at Wisemans Ferry and is also flood prone.  

The proposal site is identified as Class 2 acid sulphate soils. However, no visible signs of acid sulphate 

soils (iron stains on the ramp or scalding on ground etc) were observed during a site visit on 2 February 

2018. 

Potential impacts 

Potential impacts associated with the proposed work would be: 

• Increase in turbidity - Installation of the boulders and rocks, and removal of silt would disturb 

the river bed and bank and release sediment to the waterway 

• Water quality impact – pouring concrete during periods of high tides has potential to result in 

the release of concrete to the waterway. This may result in a local increase in pH, potentially 

impact aquatic organisms. Spills of fuel leaks would also impact water quality. 

Roads and Maritime propose to use precast concrete on the lower section of the ramp to minimise the risk 

of impacting water quality. Working during favourable tides would reduce the risk of releasing concrete to 

the river during concrete pouring. 

The proposed work would require disturbance of around six square metres of ground to widen the ramp. 

There is potential to encounter acid sulphate soils. Oxidation of acid sulphate soils has potential to lower 

the pH of the water in the immediate area and potentially impact aquatic organisms. Any soil disturbance 

will be carried out in accordance with Roads and Maritime’s Guidelines for the Management of Acid Sulfate 

Materials.   

Safeguards 

• A silt curtain would be installed to prevent sediment from being release downstream 

• Work would be carried out during favourable tides  

• No work would be carried out during or immediately after heavy rain, where there is a risk of 

flooding 

• All work will be carried out in accordance with Managing Urban Stormwater Volume 1 ‘the Blue 

Book’ (Landcom, 2004) and Volume 2 (DECC, 2008) 

• Work requiring ground disturbance will be carried out in accordance with Roads and Maritime’s 

Guidelines for the Management of Acid Sulfate Materials 

• In the event of a spill or paint contamination of the waterway, works would cease and a Roads 

and Maritime Environmental Officer be contacted immediately. Fisheries NSW (ph. 1800 043 

536) and the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) (ph. 131 555) are to be immediately 

notified of any fish kills in the vicinity of the works. In such cases, all works other than emergency 

response procedures are to cease until the issue is rectified and written approval to proceed is 

provided by Fisheries NSW or OEH. 
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Flora and fauna 

Existing environment 

The banks around the ferry ramp are vegetated, mainly with Common reed (Phragmites australis) (refer to 

Figure 3). There is a stand of mangroves to the north of the ferry ramp. Mangroves are protected under the 

Fisheries Management Act 1994 (FM Act). 

Potential impacts 

Around 12-15 mangrove saplings would be impacted as part of the work. There would be no impact to 

mature mangroves. Roads and Maritime would apply for a permit to harm marine vegetation in accordance 

with Part 7 of the FM Act. 

Safeguards 

• The main mangrove stand would be a no-go zone 

• Identify in toolbox talks where biodiversity would be included such as vegetation clearing or 

works in or adjacent to sensitive locations 

• No mangroves would be removed until a permit is received from DPI Fisheries 

• Machinery will be cleaned prior to entering and exiting the site to ensure that weed seeds and 

propagules are not imported to or exported from the site. 

 

 

 



 
 

C18/57 Fisheries NSW Page 1 of 1 
 Locked Bag 1, Nelson Bay NSW 2315 
 Email: ahp.central@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
 ABN 72 189 919 072 

Our Ref: C18/57 

13 February 2018 

Jonathan Dowling 
(on behalf of) Roads and Maritime Services 
c/o: jonathan@sureenvironmental.com.au   

Dear Mr Dowling, 

s.199 consultation for dredging and reclamation at Wisemans Ferry – Western Ferry Ramp  

Thank you for your referral of 9 February 2018 seeking comment on the proposal from Fisheries 
NSW, a division of NSW Department of Primary Industries on the proposed works stated above. 
This notification complies with s.199(1)(a) of the Fisheries Management Act 1994 (FM Act) 
concerning the proposed dredging and reclamation activities. 

Fisheries NSW is responsible for ensuring that fish stocks are conserved and that there is no net 
loss of key fish habitats upon which they depend. To achieve this, Fisheries NSW ensures that 
developments comply with the requirements of the Fisheries Management Act 1994 (FM Act) 
(namely the aquatic habitat protection and threatened species conservation provisions in Parts 7 
and 7A of the Act, respectively), and the associated Policy and Guidelines for Fish Habitat 
Conservation and Management (2013). Fisheries NSW is also responsible for ensuring the 
sustainable management of commercial, recreational and Aboriginal cultural fishing, aquaculture, 
marine parks and aquatic reserves within NSW. 

Fisheries NSW has reviewed the proposal in light of those provisions and has no objections to the 
proposed works, provided that: 

1. A permit to harm marine vegetation is obtained for these works; and 
2. Environmental safeguards (silt curtains, booms etc) are to be used during the works to 

ensure that there is no escape of turbid plumes into the adjacent aquatic environment; 
3. Any material removed from the waterway that is to be temporarily deposited or stockpiled 

on land is to be located well away from the waterway and to be contained by appropriate 
sediment control devices; and 

4. Works are timed according to the tidal cycle to minimise concrete pouring activities at 
higher tide levels; and 

5. Fisheries NSW (1800 043 536) and the Environment Protection Authority (131 555) is to be 
notified immediately if any fish kills occur in the vicinity of the works. In such cases, all 
works other than emergency response procedures are to cease until the issue is rectified 
and approval is given by Fisheries NSW and/or the Environment Protection authority for the 
works to proceed. 

If you require any further information, please contact me on 4222 8342. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Carla Ganassin 
Fisheries Manager, Aquatic Ecosystems 
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9 February 2018 

 

Hornsby Shire Council 
hsc@hornsby.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Consultation regarding work on the Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry heritage item 
 
Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) proposes to upgrade a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry 

cable ferry. The cable ferry is listed as a heritage item under the Hornsby Local Environmental Plan 2013. 

Under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 Clause 14, Roads and Maritime is 
required to consult with Hornsby Shire Council regarding this proposal. A brief outline of the proposal is 
attached to this letter. A Review of Environmental Factors (REF) for the proposal is currently being 
prepared.  
 
If you have any comments regarding this proposal please provide these by 2 March 2018.  
 
If you require further information please contact the Roads and Maritime Project Manager Simon Jeffery on 
9354 5131 or by email at simon.jeffery@rms.nsw.gov.au. 
  

 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Jonathan Dowling  
On behalf of the Roads and Maritime Services 
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Proposal identification 
Roads and Maritime proposes to repair a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry cable ferry (refer to Figure 1). The 

upgrade work would take place on the western ramp of the relief ferry crossing. The ramp is in poor 

condition with large cracks visible on the surface and scouring at the end of the ramp. 

The ramp would be repaired by installing a precast concrete section on the lower section of the existing 

ramp and pouring concrete in situ on the upper section of the existing ramp. The existing ramp would form 

the base for the new ramp. The new ramp would be around one metre wider on the northern side to 

improve pedestrian access to the ferry and around 300 millimetres wider on the southern side to tie in with 

the ferry cable stanchion. 

To prevent scouring, Roads and Maritime propose to install boulders at the base of the ramp and smaller 

rocks to the sides of the ramp. Similar work was carried out on a ramp on the main crossing at Wisemans 

Ferry (refer to Figure 2). Removal of silt may be required prior to installing the boulders. 

The proposal would involve: 

• Establish site compound in existing cleared area  

• Install silt curtain around the ramp 

• Place boulders at the end of the ramp to protect against scouring 

• Install precast section on top to the lower section of the existing ramp 

• Install form work on upper section of the ramp 

• Pour concrete on the upper section of the ramp 

• Install rocks as scour protection along the sides of the ramp 

• Asphalting to tie the ramp in with the road. 

The upgrade work would take place on the relief ferry. There would be no impact to the main ferry crossing. 
Some delays to ferry users may occur at weekends when both ferries are normally in operation. Only one 
ferry operates on weekdays and there would be no operational impact at this time. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Proposed ramp upgrade at Wisemans Ferry 
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Potential heritage impacts 
Existing environment 

The Cable Crossing Ferry, Wisemans Ferry is listed as a local heritage item on the Hornsby Local 

Environmental Plan 2013.The item has high significance because the ferry service has remained in-situ 

and in use since 1829, making it the oldest ferry service in NSW still in operation. The ferry was on the 

direct route of the Great North Road to Newcastle for much of the nineteenth and early twentieth century. 

This was a road of major importance during this period, and the Wisemans Ferry crossing was an important 

link in it, facilitating the economic development of the colony (and later the State), as well as being an 

important migration route.  

Significant elements of the ferry crossing include the eastern and western approach ramps and the cable 

anchors. The approaches have a high degree of original fabric present. However, the existing ramps were 

constructed in 1978 and the ramps have been subject to patch repairs since construction.  

Potential impacts 

The proposed ramp upgrade would not remove any of the existing ramp. Therefore, any original fabric 

present would not be impacted. The proposed work is consistent with recent repair work carried out by 

Roads and Maritime on other ramps at the crossing. 

Due to the previous disturbance around the ramp, encountering unexpected heritage items is not expected. 

However, if unexpected items are encountered all work would cease in accordance with Roads and 

Maritime procedures. 

Safeguards 

The following safeguards would be implemented: 

• All site personnel would be informed of the location and significance of the heritage item during 

site induction 

• Should any remains of historic heritage be encountered during the proposed works that have 

not been assessed here, work should cease in that location and the procedures in the Roads 

and Maritime’s Standard Management Procedure Unexpected Heritage Finds publication 

should be followed (Roads and Maritime, 2015). 

• There will be no impact to the cable anchors. 
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Figure 2 Scour protection on main ferry crossing at Wisemans Ferry 
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 26 February 2018 



NSW Roads & Maritime Services 
20-44 Ennis Road 
MILSONS POINT NSW 2061 
 

Attention: Mr Simon Jeffery, Roads and Maritime Project Manager 
 

   Via email: simon.jeffery@rms.nsw.gov.au 

 

Dear Sir/Madam,  

 

Proposed work on the Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry heritage item 

 
I refer to your letter dated 9 February 2018 consulting Council on the Roads and Maritime Services proposal 

to upgrade a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry cable ferry.  

 

As you are aware, the cable ferry is listed as a heritage item (No. 796) under Schedule 5 of the Hornsby 

Local Environmental Plan 2013 (HLEP). 

 

The information provided identifies that the proposed works are for the maintenance of the heritage item to 

assist the ongoing use for the cable ferry service. Further, it is understood that any original fabric present 

would not be impacted by the proposed works.  

 

Pursuant to Clause 14 of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007, Council is satisfied 

that the proposal will have no more than a minor impact on the subject Heritage Item.  

 

I trust this information is of assistance. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Jason Rawlin 

Acting Manager 

Strategic Planning Branch 

 

TRIM Reference: D07391396 
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9 February 2018 

 

The Hills Shire Council 
council@thehills.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Consultation regarding work on the Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry heritage item 
 
Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) proposes to upgrade a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry 

cable ferry. The cable ferry is listed as a heritage item under The Hills Local Environmental Plan 2012. 

Under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 Clause 14, Roads and Maritime is 
required to consult with The Hills Shire Council regarding this proposal. A brief outline of the proposal is 
attached to this letter. A Review of Environmental Factors (REF) for the proposal is currently being 
prepared.  
 
If you have any comments regarding this proposal please provide these by 2 March 2018.  
 
If you require further information please contact the Roads and Maritime Project Manager Simon Jeffery on 
9354 5131 or by email at simon.jeffery@rms.nsw.gov.au. 
  

 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Jonathan Dowling  
On behalf of the Roads and Maritime Services 
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Proposal identification 
Roads and Maritime proposes to repair a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry cable ferry (refer to Figure 1). The 

upgrade work would take place on the western ramp of the relief ferry crossing. The ramp is in poor 

condition with large cracks visible on the surface and scouring at the end of the ramp. 

The ramp would be repaired by installing a precast concrete section on the lower section of the existing 

ramp and pouring concrete in situ on the upper section of the existing ramp. The existing ramp would form 

the base for the new ramp. The new ramp would be around one metre wider on the northern side to 

improve pedestrian access to the ferry and around 300 millimetres wider on the southern side to tie in with 

the ferry cable stanchion. 

To prevent scouring, Roads and Maritime propose to install boulders at the base of the ramp and smaller 

rocks to the sides of the ramp. Similar work was carried out on a ramp on the main crossing at Wisemans 

Ferry (refer to Figure 2). Removal of silt may be required prior to installing the boulders. 

The proposal would involve: 

• Establish site compound in existing cleared area  

• Install silt curtain around the ramp 

• Place boulders at the end of the ramp to protect against scouring 

• Install precast section on top to the lower section of the existing ramp 

• Install form work on upper section of the ramp 

• Pour concrete on the upper section of the ramp 

• Install rocks as scour protection along the sides of the ramp 

• Asphalting to tie the ramp in with the road. 

The upgrade work would take place on the relief ferry. There would be no impact to the main ferry crossing. 
Some delays to ferry users may occur at weekends when both ferries are normally in operation. Only one 
ferry operates on weekdays and there would be no operational impact at this time. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Proposed ramp upgrade at Wisemans Ferry 
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Potential heritage impacts 
Existing environment 

The Cable Crossing Ferry, Wisemans Ferry is listed as a local heritage item on The Hills Local 

Environmental Plan 2012.The item has high significance because the ferry service has remained in-situ 

and in use since 1829, making it the oldest ferry service in NSW still in operation. The ferry was on the 

direct route of the Great North Road to Newcastle for much of the nineteenth and early twentieth century. 

This was a road of major importance during this period, and the Wisemans Ferry crossing was an important 

link in it, facilitating the economic development of the colony (and later the State), as well as being an 

important migration route.  

Significant elements of the ferry crossing include the eastern and western approach ramps and the cable 

anchors. The approaches have a high degree of original fabric present. However, the existing ramps were 

constructed in 1978 and the ramps have been subject to patch repairs since construction.  

Potential impacts 

The proposed ramp upgrade would not remove any of the existing ramp. Therefore, any original fabric 

present would not be impacted. The proposed work is consistent with recent repair work carried out by 

Roads and Maritime on other ramps at the crossing. 

Due to the previous disturbance around the ramp, encountering unexpected heritage items is not expected. 

However, if unexpected items are encountered all work would cease in accordance with Roads and 

Maritime procedures. 

Safeguards 

The following safeguards would be implemented: 

• All site personnel would be informed of the location and significance of the heritage item during 

site induction 

• Should any remains of historic heritage be encountered during the proposed works that have 

not been assessed here, work should cease in that location and the procedures in the Roads 

and Maritime’s Standard Management Procedure Unexpected Heritage Finds publication 

should be followed (Roads and Maritime, 2015). 

• There will be no impact to the cable anchors. 
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Figure 2 Scour protection on main ferry crossing at Wisemans Ferry 

 

 



From: Ashley Cook
To: jonathan@sureenvironmental.com.au
Subject: Proposed Works to Cable Ferry Crossing at Wisemans Ferry
Date: Thursday, 15 February 2018 3:25:42 PM
Attachments: image003.jpg

image002.png

Hi Jonathan

 

I have undertaken a review of the proposed works as per your email dated 9 February 2018. The heritage item’s

significance as the longest serving ferry service in Australia demonstrates continuity of European settlement and use

since the early 19th century. Of historical significance as a crucial component in the main land route which opened up

the Hunter Valley for farming in the 19th century.

 

The proposed works will ensure ongoing use of the heritage item and is therefore unlikely to impact on its significance.

Accordingly, no objections are raised based on European heritage grounds.

 

If you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact me on 9843 0382 or via email.

 

Kind Regards,

 

logo Ashley Cook
Senior Town Planner

61298430382 | acook@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Administration Centre, 3 Columbia Court BAULKHAM HILLS NSW

2153

PO Box 7064 BAULKHAM HILLS BC NSW 1755 | DX 9966 Norwest

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

logo

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

The information contained in this email is strictly confidential and prepared solely for the use of the intended recipient(s).
The copyright of this communication belongs to The Hills Shire Council.
If you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, use, disseminate, distribute or copy this message or attachments.
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete this message.
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of The Hills Shire Council

DISCLAIMER

Before opening any attachments, please check them for viruses and defects.
The sender does not accept liability for any viruses, errors or omissions in the contents of this message or attachment, which arise as
a result of email transmission.
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9 February 2018 

 

Central Coast Council 
ask@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Consultation regarding work on the Cable Ferry Crossing, Wisemans Ferry heritage item 
 
Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) proposes to upgrade a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry 

cable ferry. The cable ferry is listed as a heritage item under the Gosford Local Environmental Plan 2014. 

Under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 Clause 14, Roads and Maritime is 
required to consult with the Central Coast Council regarding this proposal. A brief outline of the proposal is 
attached to this letter. A Review of Environmental Factors (REF) for the proposal is currently being 
prepared.  
 
If you have any comments regarding this proposal please provide these by 2 March 2018.  
 
If you require further information please contact the Roads and Maritime Project Manager Simon Jeffery on 
9354 5131 or by email at simon.jeffery@rms.nsw.gov.au. 
  

 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Jonathan Dowling  
On behalf of the Roads and Maritime Services 
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Proposal identification 
Roads and Maritime proposes to repair a ferry ramp at Wisemans Ferry cable ferry (refer to Figure 1). The 

upgrade work would take place on the western ramp of the relief ferry crossing. The ramp is in poor 

condition with large cracks visible on the surface and scouring at the end of the ramp. 

The ramp would be repaired by installing a precast concrete section on the lower section of the existing 

ramp and pouring concrete in situ on the upper section of the existing ramp. The existing ramp would form 

the base for the new ramp. The new ramp would be around one metre wider on the northern side to 

improve pedestrian access to the ferry and around 300 millimetres wider on the southern side to tie in with 

the ferry cable stanchion. 

To prevent scouring, Roads and Maritime propose to install boulders at the base of the ramp and smaller 

rocks to the sides of the ramp. Similar work was carried out on a ramp on the main crossing at Wisemans 

Ferry (refer to Figure 2). Removal of silt may be required prior to installing the boulders. 

The proposal would involve: 

• Establish site compound in existing cleared area  

• Install silt curtain around the ramp 

• Place boulders at the end of the ramp to protect against scouring 

• Install precast section on top to the lower section of the existing ramp 

• Install form work on upper section of the ramp 

• Pour concrete on the upper section of the ramp 

• Install rocks as scour protection along the sides of the ramp 

• Asphalting to tie the ramp in with the road. 

The upgrade work would take place on the relief ferry. There would be no impact to the main ferry crossing. 
Some delays to ferry users may occur at weekends when both ferries are normally in operation. Only one 
ferry operates on weekdays and there would be no operational impact at this time. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Proposed ramp upgrade at Wisemans Ferry 
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Potential heritage impacts 
Existing environment 

The Cable Crossing Ferry, Wisemans Ferry is listed as a local heritage item on the Gosford Local 

Environmental Plan 2014.The item has high significance because the ferry service has remained in-situ 

and in use since 1829, making it the oldest ferry service in NSW still in operation. The ferry was on the 

direct route of the Great North Road to Newcastle for much of the nineteenth and early twentieth century. 

This was a road of major importance during this period, and the Wisemans Ferry crossing was an important 

link in it, facilitating the economic development of the colony (and later the State), as well as being an 

important migration route.  

Significant elements of the ferry crossing include the eastern and western approach ramps and the cable 

anchors. The approaches have a high degree of original fabric present. However, the existing ramps were 

constructed in 1978 and the ramps have been subject to patch repairs since construction.  

Potential impacts 

The proposed ramp upgrade would not remove any of the existing ramp. Therefore, any original fabric 

present would not be impacted. The proposed work is consistent with recent repair work carried out by 

Roads and Maritime on other ramps at the crossing. 

Due to the previous disturbance around the ramp, encountering unexpected heritage items is not expected. 

However, if unexpected items are encountered all work would cease in accordance with Roads and 

Maritime procedures. 

Safeguards 

The following safeguards would be implemented: 

• All site personnel would be informed of the location and significance of the heritage item during 

site induction 

• Should any remains of historic heritage be encountered during the proposed works that have 

not been assessed here, work should cease in that location and the procedures in the Roads 

and Maritime’s Standard Management Procedure Unexpected Heritage Finds publication 

should be followed (Roads and Maritime, 2015). 

• There will be no impact to the cable anchors. 
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Figure 2 Scour protection on main ferry crossing at Wisemans Ferry 

 

 



 

 

Appendix E 

Database searches 

• AHIMS search results 

• Protected Matters Search Tool results 
 



AHIMS Web Services (AWS)
Search Result Purchase Order/Reference : Wisemans Ferry

Client Service ID : 325318

Date: 01 February 2018Dowling Jonathan

68 Renwick Street  

Marrickville  New South Wales  2204

Dear Sir or Madam:

AHIMS Web Service search for the following area at Lat, Long From : -33.3809, 150.9867 - Lat, Long To : 

-33.3792, 150.9894 with a Buffer of 50 meters, conducted by Dowling Jonathan on 01 February 2018.

Email: dowling@hotmail.com

Attention: Dowling  Jonathan

The context area of your search is shown in the map below. Please note that the map does not accurately 

display the exact boundaries of the search as defined in the paragraph above. The map is to be used for 

general reference purposes only.

A search of the Office of the Environment and Heritage AHIMS Web Services (Aboriginal Heritage Information 

Management System) has shown that:

 0

 0

Aboriginal sites are recorded in or near the above location.

Aboriginal places have been declared in or near the above location. *



If your search shows Aboriginal sites or places what should you do?

Important information about your AHIMS search

You can get further information about Aboriginal places by looking at the gazettal notice that declared it. 

Aboriginal places gazetted after 2001 are available on the NSW Government Gazette 

(http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette) website. Gazettal notices published prior to 2001 can be obtained from 

Office of Environment and Heritage's Aboriginal Heritage Information Unit upon request

Aboriginal objects are protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 even if they are not recorded 

as a site on AHIMS.

You must do an extensive search if AHIMS has shown that there are Aboriginal sites or places recorded in the 

search area.

If you are checking AHIMS as a part of your due diligence, refer to the next steps of the Due Diligence Code of 

practice.

AHIMS records information about Aboriginal sites that have been provided to Office of Environment and 

Heritage and Aboriginal places that have been declared by the Minister;

Information recorded on AHIMS may vary in its accuracy and may not be up to date .Location details are 

recorded as grid references and it is important to note that there may be errors or omissions in these 

recordings,

Some parts of New South Wales have not been investigated in detail and there may be fewer records of 

Aboriginal sites in those areas.  These areas may contain Aboriginal sites which are not recorded on AHIMS.

This search can form part of your due diligence and remains valid for 12 months.

The information derived from the AHIMS search is only to be used for the purpose for which it was requested. 

It is not be made available to the public.

3 Marist Place, Parramatta NSW 2150

Locked Bag 5020 Parramatta NSW 2220

Tel: (02) 9585 6380 Fax: (02) 9873 8599

ABN 30 841 387 271

Email: ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au

Web: www.environment.nsw.gov.au



EPBC Act Protected Matters Report

This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and other matters
protected by the EPBC Act in the area you have selected.

Information on the coverage of this report and qualifications on data supporting this report are contained in the
caveat at the end of the report.

Information is available about Environment Assessments and the EPBC Act including significance guidelines,
forms and application process details.

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act

Acknowledgements

Buffer: 10.0Km

Matters of NES

Report created: 15/02/18 18:18:02

Coordinates

This map may contain data which are
©Commonwealth of Australia
(Geoscience Australia), ©PSMA 2010

Caveat
Extra Information

Details
Summary



Summary

This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may occur in, or may
relate to, the area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail part of the report, which can be
accessed by scrolling or following the links below. If you are proposing to undertake an activity that may have a
significant impact on one or more matters of national environmental significance then you should consider the
Administrative Guidelines on Significance.

Matters of National Environmental Significance

Listed Threatened Ecological Communities:

Listed Migratory Species:

1

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park:

Wetlands of International Importance:

Listed Threatened Species:

None

71

2

3

National Heritage Places:

Commonwealth Marine Area:

World Heritage Properties:

None

None

30

The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the actions taken on
Commonwealth land, and the environment from actions taken by Commonwealth agencies. As heritage values of a
place are part of the 'environment', these aspects of the EPBC Act protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a
Commonwealth Heritage place. Information on the new heritage laws can be found at
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage

This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the area you nominated.
Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly affects the environment on Commonwealth land,
when the action is outside the Commonwealth land, or the environment anywhere when the action is taken on
Commonwealth land. Approval may also be required for the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agencies proposing to
take an action that is likely to have a significant impact on the environment anywhere.

A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a member of a listed threatened
species or ecological community, a member of a listed migratory species, whales and other cetaceans, or a member of
a listed marine species.

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act

None

None

None

Listed Marine Species:

Whales and Other Cetaceans:

43

Commonwealth Heritage Places:

1

None

Critical Habitats:

Commonwealth Land:

Commonwealth Reserves Terrestrial:

NoneCommonwealth Reserves Marine:

Extra Information

This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have nominated.

None

4State and Territory Reserves:

Nationally Important Wetlands:

1Regional Forest Agreements:

Invasive Species: 49

NoneKey Ecological Features (Marine)



Details

Listed Threatened Species [ Resource Information ]
Name Status Type of Presence
Birds

Regent Honeyeater [82338] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Anthochaera phrygia

Australasian Bittern [1001] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Botaurus poiciloptilus

Curlew Sandpiper [856] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Calidris ferruginea

Eastern Bristlebird [533] Endangered Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Dasyornis brachypterus

Antipodean Albatross [64458] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea antipodensis

Gibson's Albatross [82270] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea antipodensis  gibsoni

Southern Royal Albatross [89221] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea epomophora

Wandering Albatross [89223] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea exulans

World Heritage Properties [ Resource Information ]
Name StatusState
Australian Convict Sites (Old Great North Road Buffer Zone) Buffer zoneNSW
Australian Convict Sites (Old Great North Road) Declared propertyNSW
The Greater Blue Mountains Area Declared propertyNSW

National Heritage Properties [ Resource Information ]
Name StatusState
Natural
The Greater Blue Mountains Area Listed placeNSW
Historic
Old Great North Road Listed placeNSW

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived from recovery
plans, State vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where threatened ecological
community distributions are less well known, existing vegetation maps and point location data are used to
produce indicative distribution maps.

Listed Threatened Ecological Communities [ Resource Information ]

Name Status Type of Presence
Western Sydney Dry Rainforest and Moist Woodland
on Shale

Critically Endangered Community may occur
within area

Matters of National Environmental Significance



Name Status Type of Presence

Northern Royal Albatross [64456] Endangered Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea sanfordi

Painted Honeyeater [470] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Grantiella picta

Swift Parrot [744] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Lathamus discolor

Southern Giant-Petrel, Southern Giant Petrel [1060] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Macronectes giganteus

Northern Giant Petrel [1061] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Macronectes halli

Eastern Curlew, Far Eastern Curlew [847] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Numenius madagascariensis

Fairy Prion (southern) [64445] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Pachyptila turtur  subantarctica

Australian Painted Snipe [77037] Endangered Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Rostratula australis

Buller's Albatross, Pacific Albatross [64460] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche bulleri

Northern Buller's Albatross, Pacific Albatross [82273] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche bulleri  platei

Shy Albatross, Tasmanian Shy Albatross [82345] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche cauta  cauta

White-capped Albatross [82344] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche cauta  steadi

Chatham Albatross [64457] Endangered Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche eremita

Campbell Albatross, Campbell Black-browed Albatross
[64459]

Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche impavida

Black-browed Albatross [66472] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche melanophris

Salvin's Albatross [64463] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche salvini

Fish

Black Rockcod, Black Cod, Saddled Rockcod [68449] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Epinephelus daemelii

Macquarie Perch [66632] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Macquaria australasica



Name Status Type of Presence

Australian Grayling [26179] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Prototroctes maraena

Frogs

Giant Burrowing Frog [1973] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Heleioporus australiacus

Green and Golden Bell Frog [1870] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Litoria aurea

Littlejohn's Tree Frog,  Heath Frog [64733] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Litoria littlejohni

Stuttering Frog, Southern Barred Frog (in Victoria)
[1942]

Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Mixophyes balbus

Mammals

Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat [183] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Chalinolobus dwyeri

Spot-tailed Quoll, Spotted-tail Quoll, Tiger Quoll
(southeastern mainland population) [75184]

Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Dasyurus maculatus  maculatus (SE mainland population)

Greater Glider [254] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Petauroides volans

Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby [225] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Petrogale penicillata

Koala (combined populations of Queensland, New
South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory)
[85104]

Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Phascolarctos cinereus (combined populations of Qld, NSW and the ACT)

Long-nosed Potoroo (SE mainland) [66645] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Potorous tridactylus  tridactylus

New Holland Mouse, Pookila [96] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Pseudomys novaehollandiae

Grey-headed Flying-fox [186] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour known to occur
within area

Pteropus poliocephalus

Other

Dural Land Snail [85268] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Pommerhelix duralensis

Plants

Bynoe's Wattle, Tiny Wattle [8575] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Acacia bynoeana

 [5031] Endangered Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Acacia gordonii

 [21932] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Allocasuarina glareicola



Name Status Type of Presence

 [56780] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Asterolasia elegans

Leafless Tongue-orchid [19533] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Cryptostylis hunteriana

White-flowered Wax Plant [12533] Endangered Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Cynanchum elegans

 [14619] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Darwinia biflora

Yellow Gnat-orchid [7528] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Genoplesium baueri

Wingless Raspwort, Square Raspwort [24636] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata

 [8798] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Kunzea rupestris

 [20311] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Lasiopetalum joyceae

Deane's Tea-tree [21777] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Leptospermum deanei

Deane's Melaleuca [5818] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Melaleuca deanei

 [6870] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Micromyrtus blakelyi

 [6710] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Olearia cordata

Omeo Stork's-bill [84065] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Pelargonium sp. Striatellum (G.W.Carr 10345)

Hairy Geebung, Hairy Persoonia [19006] Endangered Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Persoonia hirsuta

 [4182] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Pimelea curviflora var. curviflora

Rufous Pomaderris [16845] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Pomaderris brunnea

Illawarra Greenhood, Rufa Greenhood, Pouched
Greenhood [4562]

Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Pterostylis gibbosa

Sydney Plains Greenhood [64537] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Pterostylis saxicola



Name Status Type of Presence

Eastern Underground Orchid [11768] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Rhizanthella slateri

Magenta Lilly Pilly, Magenta Cherry, Daguba, Scrub
Cherry, Creek Lilly Pilly, Brush Cherry [20307]

Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Syzygium paniculatum

Austral Toadflax, Toadflax [15202] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thesium australe

 [3087] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Zieria involucrata

Reptiles

Loggerhead Turtle [1763] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Caretta caretta

Green Turtle [1765] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Chelonia mydas

Leatherback Turtle, Leathery Turtle, Luth [1768] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Dermochelys coriacea

Hawksbill Turtle [1766] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Eretmochelys imbricata

Broad-headed Snake [1182] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Hoplocephalus bungaroides

Flatback Turtle [59257] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Natator depressus

Listed Migratory Species [ Resource Information ]
* Species is listed under a different scientific name on the EPBC Act - Threatened Species list.
Name Threatened Type of Presence
Migratory Marine Birds

Fork-tailed Swift [678] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Apus pacificus

Southern Royal Albatross [89221] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea epomophora

Wandering Albatross [89223] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea exulans

Southern Giant-Petrel, Southern Giant Petrel [1060] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Macronectes giganteus

Northern Giant Petrel [1061] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Macronectes halli

Buller's Albatross, Pacific Albatross [64460] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche bulleri

Tasmanian Shy Albatross [89224] Vulnerable* Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely

Thalassarche cauta



Name Threatened Type of Presence
to occur within area

Black-browed Albatross [66472] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche melanophris

Migratory Marine Species

Loggerhead Turtle [1763] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Caretta caretta

Green Turtle [1765] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Chelonia mydas

Leatherback Turtle, Leathery Turtle, Luth [1768] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Dermochelys coriacea

Hawksbill Turtle [1766] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Eretmochelys imbricata

Reef Manta Ray, Coastal Manta Ray, Inshore Manta
Ray, Prince Alfred's Ray, Resident Manta Ray [84994]

Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Manta alfredi

Giant Manta Ray, Chevron Manta Ray, Pacific Manta
Ray, Pelagic Manta Ray, Oceanic Manta Ray [84995]

Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Manta birostris

Flatback Turtle [59257] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Natator depressus

Migratory Terrestrial Species

Oriental Cuckoo, Horsfield's Cuckoo [86651] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Cuculus optatus

White-throated Needletail [682] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Hirundapus caudacutus

Black-faced Monarch [609] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Monarcha melanopsis

Spectacled Monarch [610] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Monarcha trivirgatus

Yellow Wagtail [644] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Motacilla flava

Satin Flycatcher [612] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca

Rufous Fantail [592] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Rhipidura rufifrons

Migratory Wetlands Species

Common Sandpiper [59309] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Actitis hypoleucos

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper [874] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Calidris acuminata



Name Threatened Type of Presence

Curlew Sandpiper [856] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Calidris ferruginea

Pectoral Sandpiper [858] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Calidris melanotos

Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe [863] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Gallinago hardwickii

Eastern Curlew, Far Eastern Curlew [847] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Numenius madagascariensis

Osprey [952] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Pandion haliaetus

Common Greenshank, Greenshank [832] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Tringa nebularia

Listed Marine Species [ Resource Information ]
* Species is listed under a different scientific name on the EPBC Act - Threatened Species list.
Name Threatened Type of Presence
Birds

Common Sandpiper [59309] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Actitis hypoleucos

Fork-tailed Swift [678] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Apus pacificus

Great Egret, White Egret [59541] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Ardea alba

Cattle Egret [59542] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Ardea ibis

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper [874] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Calidris acuminata

Curlew Sandpiper [856] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Calidris ferruginea

Pectoral Sandpiper [858] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Calidris melanotos

Oriental Cuckoo, Himalayan Cuckoo [710] Species or species
Cuculus saturatus

Commonwealth Land [ Resource Information ]
The Commonwealth area listed below may indicate the presence of Commonwealth land in this vicinity. Due to
the unreliability of the data source, all proposals should be checked as to whether it impacts on a
Commonwealth area, before making a definitive decision. Contact the State or Territory government land
department for further information.

Name
Commonwealth Land - Telstra Corporation Limited

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act



Name Threatened Type of Presence
habitat may occur within
area

Antipodean Albatross [64458] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea antipodensis

Southern Royal Albatross [89221] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea epomophora

Wandering Albatross [89223] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea exulans

Gibson's Albatross [64466] Vulnerable* Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea gibsoni

Northern Royal Albatross [64456] Endangered Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Diomedea sanfordi

Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe [863] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Gallinago hardwickii

White-bellied Sea-Eagle [943] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Haliaeetus leucogaster

White-throated Needletail [682] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Hirundapus caudacutus

Swift Parrot [744] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Lathamus discolor

Southern Giant-Petrel, Southern Giant Petrel [1060] Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Macronectes giganteus

Northern Giant Petrel [1061] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Macronectes halli

Rainbow Bee-eater [670] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Merops ornatus

Black-faced Monarch [609] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Monarcha melanopsis

Spectacled Monarch [610] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Monarcha trivirgatus

Yellow Wagtail [644] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Motacilla flava

Satin Flycatcher [612] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca

Eastern Curlew, Far Eastern Curlew [847] Critically Endangered Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Numenius madagascariensis

Fairy Prion [1066] Species or species habitat
likely to occur

Pachyptila turtur



Name Threatened Type of Presence
within area

Osprey [952] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Pandion haliaetus

Rufous Fantail [592] Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Rhipidura rufifrons

Painted Snipe [889] Endangered* Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Rostratula benghalensis (sensu lato)

Buller's Albatross, Pacific Albatross [64460] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche bulleri

Tasmanian Shy Albatross [89224] Vulnerable* Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche cauta

Chatham Albatross [64457] Endangered Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche eremita

Campbell Albatross, Campbell Black-browed Albatross
[64459]

Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche impavida

Black-browed Albatross [66472] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche melanophris

Salvin's Albatross [64463] Vulnerable Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche salvini

Pacific Albatross [66511] Vulnerable* Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Thalassarche sp. nov.

White-capped Albatross [64462] Vulnerable* Foraging, feeding or related
behaviour likely to occur
within area

Thalassarche steadi

Common Greenshank, Greenshank [832] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Tringa nebularia

Reptiles

Loggerhead Turtle [1763] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Caretta caretta

Green Turtle [1765] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Chelonia mydas

Leatherback Turtle, Leathery Turtle, Luth [1768] Endangered Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Dermochelys coriacea

Hawksbill Turtle [1766] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Eretmochelys imbricata

Flatback Turtle [59257] Vulnerable Species or species habitat
known to occur within area

Natator depressus



State and Territory Reserves [ Resource Information ]
Name State
Dharug NSW
Marramarra NSW
Parr NSW
Yengo NSW

Regional Forest Agreements [ Resource Information ]

Note that all areas with completed RFAs have been included.

Name State
North East NSW RFA New South Wales

Extra Information

Invasive Species [ Resource Information ]
Weeds reported here are the 20 species of national significance (WoNS), along with other introduced plants
that are considered by the States and Territories to pose a particularly significant threat to biodiversity. The
following feral animals are reported: Goat, Red Fox, Cat, Rabbit, Pig, Water Buffalo and Cane Toad. Maps from
Landscape Health Project, National Land and Water Resouces Audit, 2001.

Name Status Type of Presence
Birds

Common Myna, Indian Myna [387] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Acridotheres tristis

Skylark [656] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Alauda arvensis

Mallard [974] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Anas platyrhynchos

European Goldfinch [403] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Carduelis carduelis

Rock Pigeon, Rock Dove, Domestic Pigeon [803] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Columba livia

Nutmeg Mannikin [399] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Lonchura punctulata

House Sparrow [405] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Passer domesticus

Eurasian Tree Sparrow [406] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Passer montanus



Name Status Type of Presence

Red-whiskered Bulbul [631] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Pycnonotus jocosus

Spotted Turtle-Dove  [780] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Streptopelia chinensis

Common Starling [389] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Sturnus vulgaris

Common Blackbird, Eurasian Blackbird [596] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Turdus merula

Frogs

Cane Toad [83218] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Rhinella marina

Mammals

Domestic Cattle [16] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Bos taurus

Domestic Dog [82654] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Canis lupus  familiaris

Cat, House Cat, Domestic Cat [19] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Felis catus

Feral deer species in Australia [85733] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Feral deer

Brown Hare [127] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Lepus capensis

House Mouse [120] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Mus musculus

Rabbit, European Rabbit [128] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Oryctolagus cuniculus

Brown Rat, Norway Rat [83] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Rattus norvegicus

Black Rat, Ship Rat [84] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Rattus rattus

Pig [6] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Sus scrofa

Red Fox, Fox [18] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Vulpes vulpes

Plants

Alligator Weed [11620] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Alternanthera philoxeroides

Madeira Vine, Jalap, Lamb's-tail, Mignonette Vine, Species or species
Anredera cordifolia



Name Status Type of Presence
Anredera, Gulf Madeiravine, Heartleaf Madeiravine,
Potato Vine [2643]

habitat likely to occur within
area

Asparagus Fern, Ground Asparagus, Basket Fern,
Sprengi's Fern, Bushy Asparagus, Emerald Asparagus
[62425]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Asparagus aethiopicus

Bridal Creeper, Bridal Veil Creeper, Smilax, Florist's
Smilax, Smilax Asparagus [22473]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Asparagus asparagoides

Cabomba, Fanwort, Carolina Watershield, Fish Grass,
Washington Grass, Watershield, Carolina Fanwort,
Common Cabomba [5171]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Cabomba caroliniana

Bitou Bush, Boneseed [18983] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Chrysanthemoides monilifera

Boneseed [16905] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. monilifera

Bitou Bush [16332] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. rotundata

Broom, English Broom, Scotch Broom, Common
Broom, Scottish Broom, Spanish Broom [5934]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Cytisus scoparius

Cat's Claw Vine, Yellow Trumpet Vine, Cat's Claw
Creeper, Funnel Creeper [85119]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Dolichandra unguis-cati

Water Hyacinth, Water Orchid, Nile Lily [13466] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Eichhornia crassipes

Broom [67538] Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Genista sp. X Genista monspessulana

Lantana, Common Lantana, Kamara Lantana, Large-
leaf Lantana, Pink Flowered Lantana, Red Flowered
Lantana, Red-Flowered Sage, White Sage, Wild Sage
[10892]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Lantana camara

African Boxthorn, Boxthorn [19235] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Lycium ferocissimum

Chilean Needle grass [67699] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Nassella neesiana

Serrated Tussock, Yass River Tussock, Yass Tussock,
Nassella Tussock (NZ) [18884]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Nassella trichotoma

Prickly Pears [82753] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Opuntia spp.

Radiata Pine Monterey Pine, Insignis Pine, Wilding
Pine [20780]

Species or species habitat
may occur within area

Pinus radiata

Asparagus Fern, Plume Asparagus [5015] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Protasparagus densiflorus

Blackberry, European Blackberry [68406] Species or species
Rubus fruticosus aggregate



Name Status Type of Presence
habitat likely to occur within
area

Delta Arrowhead, Arrowhead, Slender Arrowhead
[68483]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Sagittaria platyphylla

Willows except Weeping Willow, Pussy Willow and
Sterile Pussy Willow [68497]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Salix spp. except S.babylonica, S.x calodendron & S.x reichardtii

Salvinia, Giant Salvinia, Aquarium Watermoss, Kariba
Weed [13665]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Salvinia molesta

Fireweed, Madagascar Ragwort, Madagascar
Groundsel [2624]

Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Senecio madagascariensis

Gorse, Furze [7693] Species or species habitat
likely to occur within area

Ulex europaeus



- non-threatened seabirds which have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites

- migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in small numbers

- some species and ecological communities that have only recently been listed

Not all species listed under the EPBC Act have been mapped (see below) and therefore a report is a general guide only. Where available data
supports mapping, the type of presence that can be determined from the data is indicated in general terms. People using this information in making
a referral may need to consider the qualifications below and may need to seek and consider other information sources.

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived from recovery plans, State vegetation maps, remote
sensing imagery and other sources. Where threatened ecological community distributions are less well known, existing vegetation maps and point
location data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.

- seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent

Such breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine environment.

Threatened, migratory and marine species distributions have been derived through a variety of methods.  Where distributions are well known and if
time permits, maps are derived using either thematic spatial data (i.e. vegetation, soils, geology, elevation, aspect, terrain, etc) together with point
locations and described habitat; or environmental modelling (MAXENT or BIOCLIM habitat modelling) using point locations and environmental data
layers.

The information presented in this report has been provided by a range of data sources as acknowledged at the end of the report.
Caveat

- migratory and

The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in reports produced from this database:

- marine

This report is designed to assist in identifying the locations of places which may be relevant in determining obligations under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. It holds mapped locations of World and National Heritage properties, Wetlands of International
and National Importance, Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves, listed threatened, migratory and marine species and listed threatened
ecological communities. Mapping of Commonwealth land is not complete at this stage. Maps have been collated from a range of sources at various
resolutions.

- threatened species listed as extinct or considered as vagrants

- some terrestrial species that overfly the Commonwealth marine area

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the species:

Only selected species covered by the following provisions of the EPBC Act have been mapped:

Where very little information is available for species or large number of maps are required in a short time-frame, maps are derived either from 0.04
or 0.02 decimal degree cells; by an automated process using polygon capture techniques (static two kilometre grid cells, alpha-hull and convex hull);
or captured manually or by using topographic features (national park boundaries, islands, etc).  In the early stages of the distribution mapping
process (1999-early 2000s) distributions were defined by degree blocks, 100K or 250K map sheets to rapidly create distribution maps. More reliable
distribution mapping methods are used to update these distributions as time permits.
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PACHCI letter 

 
  



NSW 
GOVERNMENT 

Transport 
Roads & Maritime 
Services 

9/03/2018 

Xi Lin 
Environmental Officer 
Environment Branch I Sydney Region 

Dear Xi 

Re: Preliminary assessment results for the Wisemans Ferry Ramp Rehabilitation REF, 
based on Stage 1 of the Procedure for Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation and 
investigation (the procedure). 

The project, as described in the Stage 1 assessment checklist, was assessed as being unlikely to 
have an impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage. The assessment is based on the following due 
diligence considerations: 

• The project is unlikely to harm known Aboriginal objects or places. 
• The Aboriginal Archaeological Due Diligence Assessment concluded that the study area 

does not contain any previous recorder Aboriginal sites. 
• The study area does not contain landscape features that indicate the presence of 

Aboriginal objects, based on the Office of Environment and Heritage's Due diligence Code 
of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal objects in NSW and the Roads and Maritime 
Services' procedure. 

• The cultural heritage potential of the study area appears to be reduced due to past 
disturbance. 

Your project may proceed in accordance with the environmental impact assessment process, as 
relevant, and all other relevant approvals. 

If the scope of your project changes, you must contact me and your regional environmental staff to 
reassess any potential impacts on Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

If any potential Aboriginal objects (including skeletal remains) are discovered during the course of 
the project, all works in the vicinity of the find must cease. Follow the steps outlined in the Roads 
and Maritime Services' Unexpected Archaeological Finds Procedure. 

For further assistance in this matter and do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Officer — Sydney Region 
27-31 Argyle St Parramatta NSW 2150 
Phone -0288492583 Mobile — 0448 731 510 



rms.nsw.gov.au 

contactus@rms.nsw.gov.au 

Customer feedback 
Roads and Maritime 
Locked Bag 928, 
North Sydney NSW 2059 

Publication number 20.136
978-1-922338-61-7
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