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1. Executive summary 

1.1 The Proposal 
Transport for NSW (Transport) is proposing to replace the existing Towong Bridge, which connects Brooke 
Street in Towong, Victoria, to Towong Road in Bringenbrong, NSW. Constructed in 1938, Towong Bridge is 
currently the only timber beam bridge crossing on the Murray River. The existing bridge is listed on 
Tumbarumba Local Environment Plan 2010 (Tumbarumba LEP) as an item of local heritage significance. 

The proposal outlined is to replace the existing bridge with a new bridge on the same alignment to provide 
a safe new river crossing, offering an equivalent or better standard of service. 

Key features of the proposal include: 

• building a 58-metre, three-span bridge structure crossing the Murray River on the existing alignment 
• installing five super-T girders in each span 
• installing reinforced concrete headstocks 
• installing bridge traffic barriers 
• building a 1.95-metre-wide walkway 
• demolishing the existing bridge. 

1.2 Need for the proposal 
Towong Bridge was ranked number six in the list of short-term priorities for investment within the Murray 
River Crossings Investment Priority Assessment (IPA) (Roads and Maritime Services and VicRoads, 2018). 
The IPA identified Towong Bridge does not provide a minimum standard of structure condition due to its 
poor condition due to age and therefore needs to be replaced. 

The proposal requires the replacement of the existing bridge with a new bridge on the same alignment to 
provide a safe new river crossing, offering an equivalent or better standard of service than the existing 
bridge. 

1.3 Proposal objectives 
The main objectives of the proposal include: 

• providing a modern structure with minimal maintenance for the next 25 years 

• ensuring a safe crossing for all users by addressing bridge safety concerns 

• ensuring the bridge is capable of withstanding current and future traffic loads. 

1.4 Display of the Review of Environmental Factors 
Transport prepared a Review of Environmental Factors report (REF) for the Towong Bridge Replacement. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the REF was publicly displayed between 30 August 2021 and 24 September 
2021 online via the project web page at nswroads.work/towong. Printed and electronic copies were also 
available by calling 1300 679 842. 
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1.5 Summary of issues and responses 
Public display of the REF resulted in a total of 21 submissions, of which 14 were from the general 
community, one was from the Independent Federal Member for Indi, one was from Towong Shire Council 
and five were from local community groups. No submissions were received from state or federal 
government agencies, businesses or utility service providers.  

Of these submissions, four were in support of the proposal, 10 objected to the proposal and seven were 
partially supportive of the proposal. 

The main issues raised and responses to those issues are summarised below. 

1.5.1 Conserve and/or repurpose existing timber bridge components 

In summary, the respondents raised the following issues: 

• the bridge should be retained for pedestrian and cycle use 

• the bridge should be retained as a fishing platform 

• a section of the bridge should be rebuilt in the adjoining park 

• components of the bridge should be relocated elsewhere or repurposed for other uses. 
The response to these issues can be summarised as follows: 

• The existing bridge is not viable in its current condition and would have to be rebuilt. 

• A reconstructed timber bridge would still require the same level of maintenance, regardless of 
whether  it was only to be used for pedestrians and cyclists or as a fishing platform. Maintaining a 
timber bridge will have ongoing financial implications. 

• Transport has previously attempted to retain timber bridge components as tourist attractions in 
various locations and have found it to be unsustainable.  

• Transport has committed to undertaking an archival recording of information about the existing 
timber bridge. 

• Transport will consider providing timber to local council and heritage groups to be repurposed into 
other items. 

1.5.2 Non-Aboriginal heritage 

In summary, the respondents raised the following issues: 

• Towong Bridge was listed as an item of local heritage significance in the Tumbarumba LEP in 2010. 
There is a comprehensive history of the bridge, and it is important to the region. 

• The existing timber bridge is considered to be a tourist attraction as it is a regular stopping point for 
travellers along the ‘Great River Road’ route. The removal of the bridge would have economic 
impacts on the community due to the loss of the tourist attraction. 

• The existing bridge is the proposed starting point of the ‘Silver Brumby Walking Trail’, as seen in 
Elyne Mitchell’s Silver Brumby novels. 

The response to these issues can be summarised as follows: 

• Transport acknowledges the local heritage significance of the existing timber bridge and will 
investigate ways to memorialise the bridge. 

• Transport acknowledges the existing timber bridge is valued by the local community as a tourist 
attraction. 
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• It is proposed that the signage and heritage interpretation plan for the existing timber bridge would 
include the installation of interpretive signage and display of some bridge artefacts at the site.  

• Transport intends to work with local council, heritage groups and the community to maintain the 
heritage significance of the area.  

1.5.3 Memorialisation and interpretation 

In summary the respondents raised the following issues: 

• Components of the bridge should be relocated elsewhere for memorialisation/interpretation, such as 
rebuilding a section of the bridge in the adjoining park. 

• Components of the bridge, should be repurposed for other uses, such as building picnic tables and 
benches at the Towong Soldiers Memorial Hall, which was affected in the 2020 fires.   

• The existing bridge should be memorialised through interpretation or alike, through the use of 
signage. 

The response to these issues can be summarised as follows: 

• It is proposed that the signage and heritage interpretation plan for the existing timber bridge would 
include the installation of interpretive signage and display of some bridge artefacts at the site.  

• Transport intends to work with local council and heritage groups to maintain the heritage 
significance of the area.  

• Transport has previously attempted to retain timber bridge components as tourist attractions in 
various locations and have found it to be unsustainable. 

• Transport will consider providing timber to local council and heritage groups to be repurposed into 
other items, such as picnic tables and benches. 

1.5.4 Traffic and transport 

In summary, the respondents raised the following issues: 

• The new bridge will increase the level of traffic, specifically of large trucks, in the region which could 
increase the level of sound pollution and decrease community safety. 

• The Towong Bridge replacement should consider, and be built to accommodate, large farming 
machinery to create more convenient river crossing access for local farmers.  

• Detour routes should be considered during the demolition/construction of Towong Bridge, in 
particular maintaining access to Towong Hill, to ease the flow of traffic and allow access to 
emergency vehicles.  

The response to these issues can be summarised as follows: 

• The bridge opening will be wider which will allow easier access for larger vehicles, such as farming 
machinery. 

• The bridge replacement is unlikely to change current traffic conditions as there are no other 
changes to the road network proposed as part of this project. 

• During construction, Transport will require that the construction contractor provide access for 
emergency services vehicles. 
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1.6 Next steps 
Transport as the determining authority will consider the information in the REF and this submissions report 
and to decide whether or not to proceed with the proposal.  

Transport will inform the community and stakeholders of this decision and where a decision is made to 
proceed, will continue to consult with the community and stakeholders before and during the construction 
phase.  
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2. Introduction and background 

2.1 The proposal 
Transport for NSW (Transport) is proposing to replace the existing Towong Bridge, which connects Brooke 
Street in Towong, Victoria, to Towong Road in Bringenbrong, NSW. Towong Bridge was constructed in 
1938, and it is currently the only timber beam bridge crossing on the Murray River. The existing bridge is 
listed on Tumbarumba Local Environment Plan 2010 (Tumbarumba LEP) as an item of local heritage 
significance. 

The proposal outlined is to replace the existing bridge with a new bridge on the same alignment to provide 
a safe new river crossing, offering an equivalent or better standard of service. 

Key features of the proposal include: 

• building a 58-metre, three-span bridge structure crossing the Murray River on the existing 
alignment; 

• installing five super-T girders in each span; 
• installing reinforced concrete headstocks; 
• installing bridge traffic barriers; 
• building a 1.95-metre-wide walkway 
• demolishing the existing bridge. 

2.2 Need for proposal 
Towong Bridge was ranked number six in the list of short-term priorities for investment within the Murray 
River Crossings Investment Priority Assessment (IPA) (Roads and Maritime Services and VicRoads, 2018). 
The IPA identified Towong Bridge does not provide a minimum standard of structure condition due to its 
poor condition as a result of age and therefore needs to be replaced. 

The proposal requires the replacement of the existing bridge with a new bridge on the same alignment to 
provide a safe new river crossing, offering an equivalent or better standard of service than the existing 
bridge. 

2.3 REF display 
Transport prepared a Review of Environmental Factors report (REF) to assess the potential environmental 
impacts of the proposed work. The REF was publicly displayed between 30 August and 24 September via 
the project website (nswroads.work/towong) and made available to download. 

2.4 Purpose of the report 
This submissions report relates to the REF prepared for the Towong Bridge replacement and should be 
read in conjunction with that document. 

The REF was placed on public display and submissions relating to the proposal and the REF were received 
by Transport. This submissions report summarises the issues raised and provides responses to each issue 
(Chapter 2) and identifies new or revised environmental management measures (Chapter 3).  

No changes are proposed that would require the preparation of a preferred infrastructure report.  
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3. Response to issues 

Transport for NSW received 21 submissions (by email, phone and in writing), accepted up until 24 
September. Table 2-1 lists the respondents and each respondent’s allocated submission number. The table 
also indicates where the issues from each submission have been addressed in Chapter 2 of this report.  

Table 2-1: Respondents 

Respondent Submission no. Section number where issues are 
addressed 

Community member  1 2.2.2, 2.5.1 

Community member 2 2.2.2, 2.5.2 

Community member 3 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

Community member 4 2.2.1, 2.4.2 

Community member 5 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

Community member 6 2.2.1, 2.4.1 

Community member 7 2.3.1 

Royal Imperial Crown 8 2.2.2, 2.3.1 

Man From Snowy River Trust Association 9 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

Community member 10 2.2.1, 2.4.1 

Shire residents 11 2.3.1, 2.3.2 

Community member 12 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

Community member 13 2.2.1, 2.4.1 

Community member 14 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

Towong Recovery Committee 15 2.3.1, 2.3.2 

Community member 16 2.2.2, 2.4.2 

Towong Shire Council 17 2.2.2, 2.3.1 

Community member 18 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

Upper Murray Hospital Society 19 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

Community member 20 2.3.1, 2.3.2 

Independent Federal Member for Indi 21 2.2.3, 2.3.1 

3.1 Overview of issues raised 
A total of 21 submissions were received in response to the display of the REF. This included 14 
submissions from the general community, one from the Independent Federal Member for Indi, one from the 
Towong Shire Council and five from local community groups.  
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The issues raised and Transport’s response to each issue forms the basis of this section. Each submission 
has been examined individually to understand the issues being raised. The issues raised in each 
submission have been extracted and collated, and corresponding responses to the issues have been 
provided. Where similar issues have been raised in different submissions, only one response has been 
provided.  

Of these submissions, four were in support of the proposal, 10 objected to the proposal and seven were 
partially supportive of the proposal. 

The main issues raised by Independent Federal Member for Indi and Towong Shire Council were: 

• Towong Bridge is listed as an item of local heritage significance in the Tumbarumba LEP 2010 and 
should be retained as a pedestrian only bridge due to its historic importance in the region. 

• Towong Bridge is the only remaining timber beam bridge crossing the Murray River. 
 

The main issues raised by the community were: 

• Towong Bridge is an item of local heritage significance, acting as a tourist attraction and providing 
social and economic value to the community. 

• The existing timber bridge should be appropriately memorialised.  
• Traffic and transport should be considered during the replacement of the bridge to allow easier 

access for large vehicles, such as farm machinery, to cross the bridge and to not hinder emergency 
vehicles during the demolition and construction phases.  

3.2 Needs and options considered 

3.2.1 Strategic need 

Submission number(s) 
1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 16, 17, 19, 21 

Issue description 
In summary, the respondents expressed general comments of objection for the removal of the bridge.  

Response 
As discussed in section 2 of the REF, the removal of the existing timber bridge was assessed through the 
Murray River Crossings IPA, which listed it as number six on their short-term priority list. The IPA 
determined the existing bridge does not provide the minimum structural standard for safety due to its poor 
condition due to age, and therefore must be replaced to ensure the safety of the general community.  

The replacement bridge is expected to maintain the livelihoods of the people in the region by allowing safer 
passage across the Murray River for all types of road users. It is also expected to increase the overall 
economic prosperity while meeting the challenges of population growth.  

Response to more specific issues raised can be viewed in section 2.3.1, section 2.4.2, section 2.5.1 and 
section 2.5.2. 
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3.2.2 Conserve and/or repurpose existing timber bridge components 

Submission number(s) 
3, 5, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 21 

Issue description 
In summary, the respondents raised the following issues:  

• The bridge should be retained for pedestrian and cycle use. 
• The bridge should be retained as a fishing platform only. 
• Bridge components, should be relocated elsewhere or repurposed for other uses.  

Response 
As discussed in section 1.1 of the REF, Transport has provided access for pedestrians and cyclists on the 
proposed replacement bridge, with a 1.95-metre-wide lane dedicated for pedestrian use. A bridge carrying 
pedestrians, cyclists and/or fishermen still requires the same level of maintenance. Although the bridge will 
no longer have the wear and tear from vehicle use, the timber will still deteriorate over time. In the case of 
the existing timber bridge, it would require the same level of maintenance regardless of whether it was 
accessible to vehicles or not. The timber bridge would firstly need to be rebuilt as it is not viable in its 
current condition. Transport has attempted to retain timber bridges for this purpose in a number of other 
locations and has found it to be unsustainable. 

Transport has previously attempted to keep timber bridge components as a tourist attraction in various 
locations and found it to be unsustainable. The retention of the bridge outside of its normal use would have 
significant ongoing operational, safety and financial implications. 

Transport will consider providing bridge timber to historical societies to be repurposed for other uses.   

Response to more specific issues can be seen in section 2.3.1 and section 2.3.2. 

3.2.3 Upgrade to regional roads 

Submission number(s) 
1 

Issue description 
In summary, the respondent raised the following issues: 

• Funding would be better allocated on upgrading regional roads.   

Response 
Transport recognises the importance of upgrading regional roads. However, as discussed in section 2.1.1 
of the REF, the existing timber bridge was ranked as number six on the list for short-term priorities for 
investment within the Murray River Crossings IPA. The IPA determined the existing bridge does not provide 
the minimum structural standard for safety due to its poor condition due to age. Therefore, it is not suitable 
for future vehicular and pedestrian use. 
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As discussed in section 2.2.2 of the REF, upgrading the existing timber bridge would allow the region to 
meet the challenges of population growth, while improving the overall economic position and global 
competitiveness of NSW. 

3.3 Non-Aboriginal heritage value 

3.3.1 Social and economic impacts 

Submission number(s) 
3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 

Issue description 
In summary, the respondents raised the following issues: 

• Towong Bridge is listed as an item of local heritage significance in the Tumbarumba LEP 2010 and 
it is the only remaining timber beam bridge crossing the Murray River. 

• The removal of the bridge as a tourist attraction would have social and economic impacts to the 
region as it is a regular stopping point for people travelling along the ‘Great River Road’ route. 

• The existing timber bridge is the proposed starting point for the ‘Silver Brumby Walking Trail’, as 
seen in Elyne Mitchell’s Silver Brumby novels. 

Response 
As discussed in section 6.2.2 of the REF, Transport acknowledges the value of the existing Towong Bridge 
to the region and notes it was listed as an item of local heritage significance in the Tumbarumba LEP 2010.  

As discussed in section 6.2.3 of the REF, while the existing timber bridge is considered to meet local 
heritage significant criteria, the bridge piers and supports are in poor structural condition. The Statement of 
Heritage Impacts (SoHI) concluded retention and adaptive re-use of the bridge was not possible as it would 
not be able to meet the safety standards necessary for the continued use of the bridge, nor was retention of 
the structure as-is without use considered safe. Therefore, it is necessary to remove the bridge. 

Transport acknowledges the existing timber bridge is valued by the local community as a tourist attraction.  

Transport acknowledges the local heritage significance of the existing timber bridge and will investigate 
ways to memorialise the bridge. It is proposed the signage and heritage interpretation plan for the existing 
bridge would include the installation of interpretive signage and the display of bridge artefacts at the site. 
Appendix A provides some examples of the types of heritage installation signage and indicative on-site 
interpretation that may be utilised. These would be included in the signage and heritage interpretation plan 
for the existing timber bridge. 

The installation of the bridge interpretation signs and artefacts at the site would provide tourism benefits for 
the area and would have the potential to bring positive social and economic benefits.  

3.3.2 Memorialisation and interpretation 

Submission number(s) 
11, 15, 20 
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Issue description 
In summary, the respondents raised the following issues: 

• The heritage of the bridge should be memorialised through interpretation or alike.  
• Interpretation of the bridge, including the erection of signage, is supported. 
• Components of the bridge could be relocated elsewhere for memorialisation/interpretation. 
• Components of the bridge could be repurposed for other uses.  

Response 
As discussed in section 6.2.1 in the REF, Transport recognises the heritage significance of the current 
timber beam bridge.  

Transport will develop a specific signage and heritage interpretation plan for the existing timber bridge, 
which will include interpretative signage and display of bridge artefacts at the site. Transport is planning to 
work alongside local community and heritage groups to retain the heritage significance of the area. 

Transport has previously attempted to keep bridge components as tourist attractions in various locations 
and found it to be unsustainable. The retention of bridges outside of normal use, for example relocating a 
section into the adjoining park, would have significant ongoing operational, safety and financial implications. 

 Transport has committed to undertaking an archival recording of information about the existing timber 
bridge. 

Transport will consider providing bridge timbers to historical societies to be repurposed for other uses.   

3.4 Traffic and transport 

3.4.1 Traffic conditions during replacement 

Submission number(s) 
6, 10, 13 

Issue description 
In summary, the respondents raised the following issues: 

• Maintain access for vehicles, especially emergency service vehicles, via Towong Hill Road during 
the demolition and construction phases of the bridge.  

• Concern for time delays due to detour route.  

Response 
Transport recognises the importance of maintaining access for emergency services vehicles during the 
Towong Bridge replacement process. During construction, Transport will require the construction contractor 
to provide access from Towong Hill Road through to Brooke Street for emergency services vehicles as 
required at any time during the work. This has added as an additional environmental safeguard on Section 
3 below. 

Transport recognises the closure of the current bridge could cause some time delays to the local 
community due to increased road time with the detour. As discussed in section 6.4.1 of the REF, Transport 



 

7  
Towong Bridge Replacement 
Submissions report 

suggests local traffic should detour via Brigenbong Bridge, which is located 24.6 kilometres south-east of 
the proposal site.  

As discussed in section 6.4.2 of the REF, the proposed bridge replacement, from start to completion, would 
be approximately 10 to 18 months (weather dependent). Navigation across the Murray River would be 
temporarily unavailable at this location during demolition of the existing bridge and construction of the 
replacement bridge.  

Notification and consultation would occur with relevant groups and road users before any bridge closures. 
A road occupancy license (ROL) and memorandum of authorisation (MOA) would be obtained before road 
or lane closures. 

3.4.2 Large vehicle access to bridge 

Submission number(s) 
4, 16 

Issue description 
In summary, the respondents raised the following issues: 

• Consideration of large vehicles during the design and construction of the new bridge to allow easy 
passage for farming machinery. 

• Concern of increased truck traffic in the area which could increase the level of noise pollution and 
decrease the safety of the community. 

Response 
As discussed in section 3.2.3 of the REF, the proposed bridge will consist of two dedicated vehicular lanes, 
both of which will be 3.5 metres wide. The bridge will also consist of a 1.05-metre-wide west-bound 
shoulder and a 1-metre-wide east-bound shoulder. While the lanes won’t be widening as such, the mouth 
to the bridge will be wider, allowing easier access for large vehicles, such as farm machinery.  

It is unlikely the replacement bridge will significantly increase the level of truck traffic to the region as there 
are no other changes to the road network proposed as part of this project. 

As discussed in section 3.2.3 of the REF, the replacement bridge is expected to increase the level of public 
safety in the region through providing a dedicated 1.95-metre pedestrian lane for non-vehicular use. The 
pedestrian  lane would be separated from the traffic by a 150mm high kerb and a 1400mm high barrier, 
which meets the minimum safety requirements for cyclists.  

3.4.3 Bridge Replacement 

Submission number(s) 
2 

Issue description 
In summary, the respondent raised the following issues: 

• Concern the current bridge will not be replaced.  



 

8  
Towong Bridge Replacement 
Submissions report 

Response 
Transport recognises the concern and would like to reiterate that both the NSW and Victorian governments 
agree the existing bridge needs replacing and are committed to constructing a new one.  

As discussed in section 2.1.3 of the REF, the bridge replacement seeks to improve the overall connectivity 
of regional towns along the NSW and Victorian border. It would do this through enabling people and goods 
to move more efficiently between the two states by increasing road safety for all types of road users.  
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4. Environmental management 

The Towong Bridge Replacement REF identified the framework for environmental management, including 
safeguards and management measures that would be adopted to avoid or reduce environmental impacts 
(Section 7 of the REF). 

After consideration of the issues raised in the public submissions, the safeguard and management 
measures have been reviewed. Subsequently, an additional environmental safeguard has been added to 
those presented in the REF to include a requirement for the construction contractor to provide access for 
emergency services during construction of the proposal, as identified in Section 2.4 above and discussed 
further in Section 3.2 below. 
Should the proposal proceed, environmental management will be guided by the framework and measures 
outlined below. 

4.1 Environmental management plans (or system) 
A number of safeguards and management measures have been identified in order to minimise adverse 
environmental impacts, including social impacts, which could potentially arise as a result of the proposal. 
Should the proposal proceed, these management measures would be incorporated into the detailed design 
and applied during the construction and operation of the proposal. 

A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) will be prepared to describe safeguards and 
management measures identified. The CEMP will provide a framework for establishing how these 
measures will be implemented and who would be responsible for their implementation. 

The CEMP will be prepared before construction of the proposal and must be reviewed and certified by 
Transport’s Environment Officer, before the start of any onsite work. The CEMP will be a working 
document, subject to ongoing change and updated as necessary to respond to specific requirements. The 
CEMP would be developed in accordance with the specifications set out in the QA Specification G36 – 
Environmental Protection (Management System), QA Specification G38 – Soil and Water Management 
(Soil and Water Plan) and Specification G10 – Traffic Management. 

4.2 Summary of safeguards and management measures 
The Towong Bridge Replacement REF identified a range of environmental outcomes and management 
measures required to avoid or reduce environmental impacts. 

After consideration of the issues raised in the public submissions, some environmental management 
measures for the proposal (refer to Chapter 7 of the REF) have been revised. Should the proposal proceed, 
the environmental management measures in Table 3-1 will guide the subsequent phases of the proposal. 
Additional environmental safeguards and management measures to those presented in the REF have been 
underlined. 
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Table 3-1: Summary of environmental safeguards and management measures 

No. Impact Environmental safeguards Responsibility Timing 

B1 Removal of native 
vegetation, habitat and 
habitat features 

Sediment fencing installed below all areas of exposed soil during work. This 
would lead to the prevention of migration of unconsolidated soil into terrestrial 
and aquatic environments 

Transport/Contractor Before 
construction 

B2 Removal of native 
vegetation, habitat and 
habitat features 

As the exact impact area and location of ancillary facilities have not yet been 
determined the construction boundary has been used to determine a 
maximum extent of vegetation pruning/clearing as a result of the Project. 
Approximately 0.29 ha of native/exotic woody vegetation (inclusive of 0.04 ha 
native vegetation community - PCT 5) and approximately 1.07 ha of exotic 
grassland fall within the construction boundary as illustrated in Figure 6-4. 
This boundary provides the maximum potential impacts to vegetation within 
the Study Area. 

It is recommended the construction area layout be designed to avoid harm to 
or require the removal of any native trees. If required, trees/native vegetation 
must be pruned rather than removed where possible. Vegetation to be 
removed must be identified and limited to the work areas (i.e. no vegetation 
removal is permitted for establishment of the construction compound). No 
other native remnant vegetation is to be removed as a result of the project. 

Transport/Contractor Before 
construction 

B3 Removal of native 
vegetation, habitat and 
habitat features 

Demolition of the bridge should be deconstructed methodically to ensure 
fauna entrapment/injury does not occur.  
Pre-clearing surveys will be carried out in accordance with Guide 1: Pre-
clearing process of the Biodiversity Guidelines: Protecting and managing 
biodiversity on RTA projects (RTA, 2011). Pre-start searches for burrows 
(including burrows of Platypus) should be carried out immediately before any 
work. Visual observation for potential microbat species utilising the sub-
optimal habitat of the existing bridge structure would be carried out at dusk 
and before work starts to help confirm presence of microbat species.  If fauna 
is observed, contact a suitably trained and qualified wildlife handler to carry 
out rescue and relocation. Injured or juvenile fauna are to be taken to a local 
veterinarian for assessment and treatment. 

Transport Construction 

B4 Aquatic impacts Appropriate runoff controls such as sediment fencing can be installed before 
any soil disturbance work. Any exogenous soil and water used on site is to be 
appropriately treated to minimize the introduction of new pests and diseases.  

Transport/Contractor Before 
construction 
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No. Impact Environmental safeguards Responsibility Timing 

B5 Aquatic impacts Dust minimisation through water suppression, avoiding work on high wind 
days and limiting dust generating activities to the extent possible. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

B6 Noise and vibration, 
and light 

Restricting work to daylight hours. Minimising the use of loud machinery 
whenever possible or containing such machinery within noise barriers. This 
will ensure minimal disturbance to sensitive fauna using habitat within the 
study area and adjacent lands. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

B7 Removal of marine 
vegetation and habitat 

Any wood debris (greater than 30 cm in diameter or 3 m in length) required to 
be removed to enable demolition and construction should be placed back into 
the river upstream or downstream of the river. Otherwise, wood debris should 
be stockpiled and replaced in the river following completion of work. 

Transport/Contractor Construction/post
-construction 

B8 Invasion and spread of 
weeds, pests and 
diseases 

Weed species will be managed in accordance with Guide 6: Weed 
management of the Biodiversity Guidelines: Protecting and managing 
biodiversity on RTA projects (RTA, 2011). 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

B9 Aquatic impacts Disturbance and mobilisation of sediments from the river channel could be 
minimised by placing a temporary work platform (e.g. concrete blocks) on the 
riverbed. The use of silt curtains would likely not be practicable or effective in 
a flowing watercourse. 

Transport/ 
Contractor 

Construction 

H1 Archaeological 
significance 

Before the start of any construction or demolition work, the results of the site 
inspection (as described in Appendix E) should be outlined in the form of an 
archival recording prepared in accordance with Heritage Branch guidelines 
‘How to Prepare Archival Records for Heritage Items and Photographic 
Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or Digital Capture’ (Heritage Office 
1998), which is included in Appendix E.   

Transport/Contractor Construction 

H2 Archaeological 
significance 

If unexpected ‘relics’ are encountered during excavation, a Section 146 relics 
notification will be forwarded to Heritage NSW, DPC. ‘Relics’ cannot be 
impacted without appropriate approvals under the Heritage Act 1977. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

H3 Unexpected finds The Roads and Maritime Unexpected Heritage Item Procedure 2015 will be 
implemented if unanticipated heritage items or depositions are located during 
construction. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

AH1 Aboriginal heritage In the event construction plans are altered, specifically in regards to the event 
that requires excavation work in relation to the establishment of a site 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction/ 
Construction 
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compound, a Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) is required to be 
prepared in accordance with the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. 

AH2 Unexpected heritage 
finds 

The Unexpected Heritage Items (RMS, 2015) procedure will be followed if 
(an) unknown or potential Aboriginal object(s), including skeletal remains, 
is/are found during construction. This applies where Transport does not have 
approval to disturb the object(s) or where a specific safeguard for managing 
the disturbance (apart from the procedure) is not in place. Work will only 
restart once the requirements of that procedure have been satisfied. 

Transport/Contractor Construction  

T1 Land transport and 
parking 

A Traffic Management Plan (TMP) will be prepared and will include the 
following.  

Detour information during demolition of existing bridge and construction of 
replacement bridge. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction 

T2 Land transport and 
parking 

A road occupancy licence (ROL) must be obtained before road or lane 
closures and a Section 138 permit must be obtained before work starts. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction 

T3 Water transport Transport must adhere to the requirements of per Part 6, Division 2 of the 
Roads Act 1993 before the starts of construction of a bridge or tunnel across 
navigable waters. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction 

T4 Alternative access for 
emergency services  

The construction contractor will be required to ensure . access from Towong 
Hill Road through to Brooke Street is available to emergency services as 
required at any time during the work. 

Contractor Construction 

NV1 Noise and vibration  Carrying out work within standard daytime hours as follows: 
− 7am to 6pm Monday to Friday 
− 8am to 1pm Saturdays, no work on Sundays or public holidays. 

 Do not carry out operations during evening or night-time hours, unless 
required for safety reasons when the water is calmer during the night 
period or due to requirements to enable bus access. 

Should operations be required outside standard hours, an Out of Hours 
procedure detailing work schedule, approval process, communications 
requirements and management measure will be prepared.  

Transport/Contractor Construction  
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NV2 Construction noise and 
vibration 

Due to the proximity of residential receivers to the construction work, a 
Construction Noise and Vibration Management Plan (CNVMP) should be 
prepared before construction work starts. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction  

LV1 Landscape and visual Where out of hours work is required, lighting will be directionally controlled to 
limit potential impacts of light spill on surrounding receivers, including 
residential properties. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

LV2 Landscape and visual All impacted areas and ground surfaces will be reinstated as near as possible 
to their original state following the completion of work. 

Transport/Contractor Post-construction 

LS1 Soil and water A Soil and Water Management Plan (SWMP) will be prepared and 
implemented as part of the CEMP. The SWMP will identify all reasonably 
foreseeable risks relating to soil erosion and water pollution and describe how 
these risks will be addressed during construction. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction 

LS2 Soil and water Any excavated sediments or soil that require disposal will be sampled, tested 
and classified in accordance with the EPA’s Waste Classification Guidelines: 
Part 1 Classifying Waste (EPA, 2014) before being disposed of at a waste 
facility licensed to accept the relevant class of waste. Any materials classified 
as Hazardous Waste may require treatment or an immobilisation approach in 
accordance with Part 10 of the Protection of the Environment Operations 
(Waste) Regulation 2014 before off-site disposal. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

LS3 Soil and water Clean and suitable topsoil will be stockpiled and reused on site where 
appropriate. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

LS4 Contaminated land If unexpected, contaminated areas are encountered during construction, 
appropriate control measures will be implemented to manage the immediate 
risks of contamination. All other work that may impact on the contaminated 
area will cease until the nature and extent of the contamination has been 
confirmed and any necessary site-specific controls or further actions 
identified in consultation with the Transport Environment Manager and/or 
EPA. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

LS5 Contaminated land The piling methodology shall seek to mitigate the risk of sediment dispersal. Transport/Contractor Construction 

LS6 Erosion and 
sedimentation 

Site specific Erosion and Sediment Control Plan/s will be prepared and 
implemented as part of the SWMP. Control measures are to be implemented 
and maintained (in accordance with the Landcom/Department of Housing 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction 
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Managing Urban Stormwater, Soils and Construction Guidelines, the Blue 
Book) to: 

 prevent sediment moving off-site and sediment laden water entering any 
water course, drainage lines, or drain inlets 

 reduce water velocity and capture sediment on site 
 minimise the amount of material transported from site to surrounding 

pavement surfaces. 
Divert clean water around the site. 

LS7 Erosion and 
sedimentation 

Visual monitoring of local water quality (i.e. turbidity, hydrocarbon 
spills/slicks) is to be carried out on a regular basis to identify any potential 
spills or deficient silt curtains or erosion and sediment controls. 

Results of the observations are required to be recorded. Records are 
required to be kept on the site and to be made available for inspection by 
persons authorised by Transport. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

WQ1 Accidental spill  A spill management plan will be developed as part of the CEMP and 
communicated to all staff working on site. 

 Appropriate land and aquatic spill kits are to be maintained on site and on 
barges. Aquatic spill kits must be specific for working within the marine 
environment. The spill kit must be appropriately sized for the volume of 
potentially polluting liquids stored at the work site. 

All workers will be advised of the location of the spill kit and trained in its use. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction/ 
Construction 

WQ2 Accidental spill If an incident (e.g. spill) occurs, the Transport Environmental Incident 
Classification and Reporting Procedure is to be followed and the Transport 
Contract Manager notified as soon as practicable. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

WQ3 Accidental spill Emergency contacts will be kept in an easily accessible location on vehicles, 
vessels, plant and site office. All workers will be advised of these contact 
details and procedures. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction/ 
Construction 

WQ4 Accidental spill Vehicles, vessels and plant must be properly maintained and regularly 
inspected for fluid leaks. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

WQ5 Accidental spill No vehicle or vessel wash-down or re-fuelling will occur on-site. Transport/Contractor Construction 
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WQ6 Accidental spill Any chemicals or fuels stored at the site or equipment barges will be stored in 
a bunded area. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

F1 Flooding Measures identified in the proposal Safety in Design Report (Cardno 2021a) 
are to be adhered to throughout the proposed work. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

SE1 Socio-economic  Contact details will be clearly displayed at the entrance to the site. 
All enquiries and complaints will be tracked through a tracking system and 
acknowledged within 24 hours of being received. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction / 
construction 

SE2 Socio-economic Investigate opportunities to encourage the construction contractor to 
purchase goods and services locally. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction / 
construction 

AQ1 Air quality Air quality during construction will be considered and addressed within the 
CEMP and would include methods to manage work during strong winds or 
other adverse weather conditions as required. As a minimum, measures will 
include: 

 covering all loaded trucks and vessels 
 turning off machinery rather than leaving to idle when not in use 
 maintaining all vehicles, including trucks and vessels entering and leaving 

the site in accordance with the manufacturers specifications to comply 
with all relevant legislation 

 maintaining all plant and equipment to ensure good operating conditions 
and exhaust emissions comply with the Protection of the Environment 
Operations Act 1997 

 maintaining the work site in a condition that minimises fugitive emissions 
such as minor dust. 

Appropriate sediment and erosion controls for any exposed earth or 
stockpiled waste. 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction / 
construction 

AQ2 Sustainability During construction, the construction contractor is to monitor performance of 
their non-road diesel plant and equipment against US EPA, EU or equivalent 
emissions standards using Transport Air Emissions Workbook - DMS-FT-
439. 

Transport/Contractor Construction 

WM1 Waste A Waste Management Plan (WMP) will be prepared in accordance with the 
WARR Act. A WMP is to be prepared as part of the CEMP and would include 

Transport/Contractor Pre-construction / 
Construction 
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measures to minimise waste, outline methods of disposal, reuse and 
recycling and monitoring, as appropriate. This is to include appropriate 
measures to avoid and minimise waste associated with the proposal should 
be investigated and implemented where possible. 

Waste management, littering and general tidiness will be monitored during 
routine site inspections. 

WM2 Resource use Recycled, durable, and low embodied energy products will be considered to 
reduce primary resource demand in instances where the materials are cost 
and performance competitive and comparable in environmental performance 
(e.g. where quality control specifications allow). 

Transport Detailed design 

C1 Cumulative 
construction impacts 

Consultation would include notification of relevant stakeholders before the 
start of the work. 

Updates on any delays or changes to the construction period would also be 
communicated. 

Transport Pre-construction / 
construction 
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4.3 Licensing and approvals 
A summary of the licenses and approvals that are required for the proposal is provided in Table 3-2.  

Table 3-2: Summary of licensing and approval required 

Instrument Requirement Authority Timing 

Fisheries 
Management Act 
1994 (NSW) 

Any disturbance to the streambed (top 
of bank to top of bank) requires 
consultation with Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) – Fisheries 
before start of work. 

Department 
of Primary 
Industries 
(DPI) – 
Fisheries 

Before start 
of the 
activity. 

Crown Lands 
Management Act 
2016 (NSW) 

A licence application must be submitted 
to the DPIE – Crown Lands before any 
work are carried out in the Murray 
River. 

Department 
of Planning 
IE – Crown 
Lands 

Before start 
of the 
activity 

Roads Act 1993 
(NSW) 

Consultation with Snowy Valleys 
Council is required before the start of 
work on Towong Road. 
A road occupancy licence (ROL) would 
be obtained before road or lane 
closures. 
A Section 138 permit would be 
obtained before work started. 
Transport for NSW must adhere to the 
consultation requirements of per Part 6, 
Division 2 before the start of 
construction of a bridge or tunnel 
across navigable waters. 

Snowy 
Valleys 
Council 

Before start 
of the 
activity. 

Road Management 
Act 2004 (Vic) 

Clause 16 of Schedule 7 of the Act 
requires an application to the 
coordinating road authority for written 
consent to conduct proposed work on a 
road. 

Towong 
Shire 
Council 

Before start 
of the 
activity. 

Road Safety 
(Traffic 
Management) 
Regulations 2009 
(Vic) 

A memorandum of authorisation (MOA) 
would be obtained before road or lane 
closures. 

DOT 
Victoria 

Before start 
of the 
activity. 
 

Planning and 
Environment Act 
1987 (Vic) 
Towong Planning 
Scheme 

Consultation with Towong Shire 
Council is required before the start of 
work.  
In the event that Towong Shire Council 
deem the proposal to not be exempt, a 
planning permit must be obtained by 
Transport for NSW before construction 
starts. 

Towong 
Shire 
Council 

Before start 
of the 
activity. 
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Appendix A 
Examples of Timber Bridges heritage interpretation signage and on-site 
interpretation and display of artefacts  
 

 

Indicative heritage interpretation signage that would be included in the signage and heritage interpretation 
plan for the existing bridge.  



 

 

 

 

Indicative heritage interpretation signage that would be included in the signage and heritage interpretation 
plan for the existing bridge 

 
  



 

 

 

 
 
Indicative displays of bridge artefacts that would be included in the signage and heritage interpretation plan 
for the existing timber bridge  
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