
Improving 
safety

Better and more 

reliable trips 
for people, business and freight

Tenterfield heavy vehicle bypass 

The Australian Government is providing $10 million to continue the planning 
of the Tenterfield heavy vehicle bypass. This update provides information on the 
project status, upcoming activities and early design work.

Project update – August 2017

Project background
Roads and Maritime Services has been investigating a heavy 
vehicle bypass as part of the New England Highway corridor 
strategy. The preferred route was announced in March 2015  
and an early concept design was developed to help identify 
the extent of the project in 2016. The preferred option was 
included in Tenterfield Shire Council’s Local Environmental Plan in 
November 2016.

The preferred route for the heavy vehicle bypass was confirmed in 
March 2015 to provide a suitable road around Tenterfield instead 
of heavy vehicles passing through the town centre.

The proposed road starts just north of Tenterfield Creek Bridge 
on the southern edge of town, crosses the railway line north of 
Currys Gap Creek, runs west of the railway corridor and rejoins 

the existing New England Highway near Cowper Street, at the 
north of Tenterfield. 

This route was selected after extensive consultation with key 
stakeholders and the community. It was identified as the 
most suitable to support economic development, ecologically 
sustainable development principles and value for money. 

In July 2017, the Australian Government formally committed 
$10 million to continue planning for this project to have it ready 
for construction once funding becomes available. This planning 
phase includes:

• field investigations

• finishing the concept design

• environmental assessment

• detailed design

• property acquisition.

Timing for building the bypass will depend on funding availability. 
Funding for construction has not been committed at this stage.

Tenterfield main street



TENTERFIELD 
TOWN CENTRE

Intersection layout to be 
decided in detailed design 

Preferred route is positioned 
west of the railway

Overbridge at 
Sunnyside Loop Road

No impact on 
Railway Museum

Overbridge at Douglas Street to 
provide access to cemetery

Southern intersection close to 
town centre to encourage light 
vehicles into Tenterfield. 
Location and layout to be 
decided in detailed design

Tenterfield Cemetery

Road crosses railway corridor

Bridge over Currys Gap Creek

Bridge over
Tenterfield Creek

Preferred road avoids Currys 
Gap State Conservation Area
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Building timeframes for the bypass have not been determined and will depend on funding availability.

Tenterfield heavy vehicle bypass, preferred route, March 2015



Community consultation

Investigation into local area, community issues  
and road safety issues

Community comment on preferred route

Preferred route announced

Project approval

Detailed design

Construction

Concept design and environmental  
impact assessment

For more information
For more information on the Tenterfield heavy vehicle 
bypass contact the project team at:

Phone: 1800 571 994 (toll free line)

Email: tenterfieldHVbypass@rms.nsw.gov.au

Web: rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/northern-nsw  

Mail: Tenterfield heavy vehicle bypass project team 
  Roads and Maritime Services 
  PO Box 576  
  Grafton NSW 2460 

This document contains important information 
about road projects in your area. If you require 
the services of an interpreter please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and 

ask them to call the Katoomba and Mount Victoria project team on 
1300 035 733. The interpreter will then assist you with translation.

We 
are 

here

Project benefits
Benefits of the project include:

• improved road transport productivity

• improved travel efficiencies and reliability 

• improved road safety. 

Field investigations
Investigation work to refine the design and to help with an 
environmental assessment will start shortly. This will include:

• survey

• geotechnical investigations

• traffic studies

• wildlife and vegetation surveys

• utility and engineering surveys

• Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal heritage surveys

• urban design assessments

• hydrology and groundwater assessments

• noise monitoring.

Access to properties along the proposed bypass will be needed 
before these studies can start. Members of the project team will 
soon contact property owners to seek access for the upcoming 
survey and geotechnical field investigations. We appreciate the 
co-operation of property owners during these investigations.

Next steps
We will continue to refine the design and prepare an 
environmental assessment over the coming months. Consultation 
with key stakeholders, including council and affected landowners 
will continue. We expect to display the refined design and 
environmental assessment after all feedback has been considered 
and investigations and field work completed.

Building timeframes for the bypass have not been determined 
and will depend on funding availability. 

We welcome feedback and discussion throughout the project 
so please feel free to contact us with any questions. Additional 
project updates will be made available during the planning stage.

Privacy
Roads and Maritime Services is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (PPIP Act) which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set 
out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of this proposal/ delivering this project. The information received, 
including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information 
is not to be published. Otherwise Roads and Maritime will only disclose your personal information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be 
held by Roads and Maritime at 76 Victoria Street, Grafton NSW 2460. You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.
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Community consultation
The project team will continue to keep the community informed 
as the project progresses.
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