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Executive summary
Rickard Road between Bringelly Road, Leppington and Oran Park Drive, Catherine Field is
proposed to be upgraded. On behalf of the Department of Planning, Infrastructure and
Environment (DPIE), Transport for NSW (TfNSW) is investigating an upgrade and extension of
Rickard Road for the section between Heath Road and Springfield Road.
Rickard Road is planned to be a key north-south transport link in the South West Growth Area. The
recommended route option is located within the corridor identified in 2013 by DPIE and Camden
Council for future development.
The key features of the upgrade would include:





widening Rickard Road and providing a kerbside bus lane in each direction
off-road pedestrian and cyclist pathways
intersection upgrades with traffic lights and designated turning lanes
bicycle and pedestrian crossing at traffic lights.

In June 2020, TfNSW consulted with the community on the recommended option for the proposed
upgrade and extension in this section. See Attachment A ‘Community Update’, including a map
and further information.
The consultation period on the recommended option was held between 8 June and 3 July 2020.
TfNSW received 24 submissions from the community in response to the display of the preferred
option. Key issues identified during consultation included road design, environmental impacts,
property impacts and the timing of the project.
Feedback received during the public display has been considered in the decision making process,
and the responses to the feedback are contained in this report.
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1

Background and proposal
1.1

Background

Rickard Road between Bringelly Road, Leppington and Oran Park Drive, Catherine Field is
proposed to be upgraded to improve future connectivity within the South West Growth Area.
The South West Growth Area in Sydney is growing fast and becoming an important centre in
Greater Sydney. New community precincts in the growth area such as Oran Park, Turner Road,
East Leppington, Austral, Leppington North, Edmondson Park and Catherine Field are being
developed to meet increased housing needs.
To support this growth, the NSW Government has funded major infrastructure development in the
area including Camden Valley Way, Bringelly Road, The Northern Road and the South West Rail
Link.
Rickard Road is planned to be a key north-south transport link in the South West Growth Area. The
recommended option located within the corridor was identified in 2013 by DPIE and Camden
Council for future development.
Camden Council have been working in partnership with DPIE to plan and deliver the upgrade of
Rickard Road.
DPIE has granted Special Infrastructure Contribution (SIC) funding to TfNSW to carry out the
planning and strategic design for the upgrade and extension of Rickard Road between Heath Road
and Springfield Road.
The upgrade is being planned in four different sections which are shown in figure 1.1 and would
include a corridor of 34.9 metres with dedicated bus lanes in each direction and active transport
facilities to encourage walking and cycling. Once complete, the proposed upgrade would extend
Rickard Road 5.4km south from Heath Road at Leppington to Springfield Road at Catherine Field.
DPIE has also engaged TfNSW to prepare the Strategic Business Case. Following the approval of
the Strategic Business Case, funding for further planning will be made available and TfNSW will
hand the project over to Camden Council who will develop the Concept Design, Detailed Design,
and Environmental Assessment as part of the development of the South West Growth Area.
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1.2

Objectives and Features

The objectives of the Rickard Road corridor are to:






provide a consistent and reliable journey experience along the corridor between Bringelly
Road and Oran Park Drive for all customers in particular public transport customers
provide a corridor that is safe for all users
reduce travel times between Bringelly and Oran Park / Narellan
facilitate bus movement along and across the network, linking existing and new strategic
and local centres such as the Leppington Major Centre
support local and State economic growth.

The key features of the upgrade would include:





widening Rickard Road and providing a kerbside bus lane in each direction
off-road pedestrian and cyclist pathway
intersection upgrades with traffic lights and designated turning lanes
bicycle and pedestrian crossing at traffic lights.

1.3

The Recommended Option – previous consultation

The recommended option was identified through previous work done by the DPIE and Camden
Council in 2013. Previous community consultation on the selection of the strategic design was
undertaken as part of the project development process. Information about this engagement can be
found in the Rickard Road Strategic Route Study – Preferred Route Report (0001-229007-R-05)
published in early 2014, which is available at the project website at nswroads.work/rickardroad.
The location of the recommended option is shown in Figure 1.1 below.

Figure 1.1 Rickard Road upgrade – location and current status
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The recommended option between Heath Road and Springfield Road is shown in Figure 1.2 below.

The recommended option would provide the following benefits:








dedicated ‘Bus Only’ lanes
reduced congestion for all road users
improved journey time and journey time reliability
improved road safety
improved facilities and environmental conditions for cyclists and pedestrian
improved movement along the corridor to connect communities
improved connection to Western Sydney International Airport and Aerotropolis facilitating economic
development and employment.

Figure 1.2: Rickard Road upgrade between Heath Road and Springfield Road
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2

Consultation approach
2.1

Consultation objectives

The recommended option was displayed for community feedback from Monday 8 June to Friday 3
July 2020.
The engagement objectives for this consultation were to:






provide clear and consistent information to communities, stakeholders and customers on
the proposed Rickard Road upgrade and extension
build relationships and a database of contacts including interested and concerned
community members to be provided to Camden Council for future planning for the corridor
provide meaningful opportunities for the community to provide feedback
listen to community and stakeholder views to help shape the concept design of the upgrade
raise awareness of the upgrade and extension, its benefits, and potential impacts.

2.2

Values

The following values underpin our decisions and behaviours when working with customers,
colleagues, stakeholders and partners.
Customer focus - We place the customer at the centre of everything we do
Collaboration - We value each other and create better outcomes by working together
Solutions - We deliver sustainable and innovative solutions to NSW’s transport needs
Integrity - We take responsibility and communicate openly
Safety - We prioritise safety for our people and our customers.

2.3

Method of consultation

On the advice of NSW Health in response to the evolving Coronavirus situation, TfNSW replaced
face to face community information sessions with an online community information session. Online
information sessions have been held by TfNSW since April 2020 and have allowed communities to
continue to have their say on transport projects while ensuring social distancing and helping limit
the spread of the Coronavirus.
The online session and other consultation activities where delivered so that members of the
community and other stakeholders could learn more about the Rickard Road upgrade, meet the
project team, and have their say. Consultation activities are shown in Table 2-1.
Community members and other stakeholders were encouraged to provide feedback, leave
comments and make submissions during the information session or via email or phone contact
with the project team. The community was able to contact TfNSW and leave comments and
submissions by:
Email rickardroadupgrade@rms.nsw.gov.au
Phone 1800 318 222
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Table 2-1: Consultation activities

Tool/activity

Reached

Detail

Media
Release

1 announcement

A media release (Appendix A) was issued by the Member for
Camden, Peter Sidgreaves MP and a copy was published on
the TfNSW website on 9 June 2020.

1,800 properties

A community update newsletter was distributed via a
letterbox drop on 8 June 2020 to 1,800 local properties in
Leppington, Catherine Field and Oran Park.

(Appendix A)
Community
update
collateral
(Appendix B)

Refer to Appendix D for a map of the distribution area.

Addressed
letter

65 properties
businesses

A letter to 65 property owners within the identified corridor
was delivered on 9 June 2020 that re-introduced the project
and provided information for the community on how they
could provide feedback.

Email

43 emails

Project information was sent via email to 43 stakeholders
including community members and groups, business
owners, Councillors, state Members of Parliament (MPs) and
other government stakeholders to raise awareness of the
consultation and information sessions for the project.

Online
community
information
session

1 session

A live community information session was held on
Wednesday 17 June between 12pm and 1pm via Facebook.
The live session provided an opportunity for the community
to ask questions via the chat function and the project team
answered them live. The Facebook live event was attended
by 54 Facebook users. The live event was saved to the
Facebook event and placed on the project website so
stakeholders could watch the event at a later date.
Project representatives on the Facebook live sessions were:





Ed Scully – Facilitator, Transport for New South Wales
Gurjit Singh – Project Manager, Transport for New South
Wales
Suhail Qudari – Senior Project Manager, Camden
Council

Image: Facebook live event on Wednesday 17 June 2020
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Tool/activity
Webpage
(Appendix C)

Reached

Detail
The existing Rickard Road upgrade project website was
updated with the latest information on the project, including
details on how stakeholders could provide feedback during
the consultation period.
The community update and the Rickard Road Preferred
Route Report (January 2014) were made available to be
accessed on the project’s website.
A recording of the online community information session was
also posted on the project website following the session

Stakeholder
Consultation

The following key stakeholders were advised of the project’s
community consultation period:




Minister for Transport and Roads - The Honourable
Andrew Constance MP
State Member for Camden, Peter Sidgreaves MP

Government organisations:








Camden Council
Department of Planning, Infrastructure and Education
Infrastructure Australia
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Communications
NSW Environment Protection Authority
South Western Sydney Local Health

Educational institutions:





Leppington Public School
Miller Technology Campus
Amity College Leppington Campus

Cultural Heritage organisations:





NSW Native Title Services
NSW Aboriginal Land Council
Tharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council
Other services:








2.4

Water NSW
Endeavour Energy
Essential Energy
Leppington Rural Fire Brigade
Greater Sydney Commission
Jemena Gas

Consultation response summary

A total of 24 submissions were received during the consultation period from the community and
other key stakeholders.
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Key issues identified during consultation included road design, environmental impacts, property
impacts and the timing of the project. These issues and concerns have been summarised and the
responses on these identified in Table 2-2.
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2.5

Issues and responses

Table 2-2 details the issues raised in the submissions received during the consultation period and the proposed way forward.
Table 2-2: Issues raised and responses

Issue category

Environment

Traffic

Issues raised

Response

When will an
environmental impact
assessment be
undertaken and what will
this involve?

Camden Council will carry out the environmental assessment as part of the Concept Design phase.

There are currently no
stormwater pipes located
at and around Springfield
Road and water runs from
the road into properties.
How will this be addressed
before and after
construction?

Stormwater in this area is managed by Camden Council. Any existing issues about stormwater at Springfield
Road should be raised with Camden Council directly.

There is a current State
Heritage Register listing
due to the presence of
Raby House, which
impacts on the future
development potential of
the site and subdivision
layout.

Currently there are no impacts to Raby House expected as part of the Rickard Road upgrade.

How will traffic volumes be
managed from Oran Park
and Catherine Field to
Springfield Road, prior to

Traffic will continue to use the existing road network such as Camden Valley Way and The Northern Road as
the main north-south connections until the upgraded Rickard Road is constructed.

The assessment will look at the impacts of the proposed Rickard Road upgrade (in construction and in
operation) on the surrounding environment.

Planning for the Rickard Road upgrade will consider stormwater management as the project progresses and
throughout the Concept and Detailed Design phases.

Any potential impacts to Raby House as a result of the Rickard Road upgrade would be explored in the
environmental assessment.
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Issue category

Issues raised

Response

constructing the proposed
Rickard Road upgrade?

This project is not needed
- Camden Valley Way is
sufficient for traffic
volumes.

Camden Valley Way is a key arterial road that also supports local traffic connections, and experiences high
traffic volumes at peak travel times. The recent Camden Valley Way upgrade, completed in 2016 included
capacity to increase to six lanes in the future and TfNSW is considering the timing of any further upgrade in
future network planning.
The Rickard Road upgrade is proposed to accommodate active transport users and public transport
amenities. The upgrade would also cater for local traffic, which would help reduce current and future pressure
on Camden Valley Way.
The Rickard Road upgrade would also provide necessary additional capacity to support the future growth and
development expected in the South West Growth Area.

Design

A more practical solution
would be to undertake
more developments in
Catherine Field with
smaller streets and access
to Camden Valley Way.

The Rickard Road upgrade is planned to accommodate and improve active transport use and public transport
amenities compared to Camden Valley Way.

Why is there a curve in the
proposed alignment of the
Rickard Road extension,
between Ridge Square
and Riley Road? Can the
corridor and proposed
alignment of the road be
straight?

The road has been designed to take the route that has the least impact on the environment and nearby
utilities, as well as minimising potential earthwork required.

The upgrade would also cater for local traffic movements, which would help reduce the pressure on Camden
Valley Way.

Between Ridge Square and Raby Road, the proposed Rickard Road would have four curves, adapting to the
topographical constraints of the hilltops and creek lines, as well as crossing the 330kV transmission lines
easement at a location clear of the pylons and where adequate vertical clearance greater than 12 metres is
available. Further information about the alignment can be found in the 2014 Preferred Route Report.
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Issue category

Issues raised

Response

A right-hand turn for traffic
from St Andrews
Connection to Rickard
Road is needed.

There is currently no direct connection between St Andrews Road and Rickard Road planned as part of the
Rickard Road upgrade. A proposed St Andrews Connection was withdrawn from Stage 1 of the Leppington
Priority Precinct in 2015.

A Raby Road extension is
being shown in the
proposed upgrade map,
but the Catherine Fields
and North Catherine
Fields development plans
are not released. Where
will the full alignment for
Raby Road extension sit?

Camden Council is currently planning an extension of Raby Road west. The Concept Design is expected to be
presented to the community in the near future. Please contact Camden Council for further information.

The location of future
intersections along the
Rickard Road extension
are important to consider
in context of future
development in the area.

Intersection locations are determined through several factors including:

Commercial businesses in
the area currently use Bdouble trucks. The road
upgrade should cater to
these larger vehicles.

For more information, please refer to Section 4.4 in the Finalisation Report for Leppington Stage 1, available
on the DPIE website.



location of existing roads that are planned to be maintained



roads that are proposed as part of development in the area, as well as proposed future road connections



horizontal and vertical geometry to ensure the provision of safe intersections (i.e. ensuring intersections
are not positioned on sharp horizontal curves or steep grades)



appropriate amount of spacing between intersections for traffic to move efficiently (i.e. looking at efficient
operational traffic streams and vehicle travel speed).

Road upgrades take existing traffic movements into consideration. B-doubles are able to operate on NSW
roads in accordance with the Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) network as shown on the RAV maps. The
interactive RAV map provides an active depiction of the location of road network restrictions and approved
routes for use by heavy vehicles.
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Issue category

Issues raised

Response
Heavy vehicles making deliveries to businesses in the area will continue to be able to do so as the Rickard
Road extension would be designed to accommodate these vehicle movements.

The alignment of some
intersections are clear
from the existence of a
current road However,
others (e.g. Dwyer/Raby
Road) are not well
defined. Will the full
alignment of the crossroads be better defined
before setting out those
intersections?

These intersections are within the Catherine Field North Precinct and rezoning in this area has yet to be
completed. More detail will be provided following the completion of planning in this area.

New services installed as
part of the upgrade should
be sized and aligned to
readily serve the
surrounding areas.

New utilities would be installed as per the requirements of the relevant service providers.

Bus stop infrastructure
should include shelters
with seating, appropriate
lighting and clear,
electronic signage.

TfNSW notes this feedback. These details would be further investigated and refined in future phases of the
proposed upgrade.

The upgrade shouldn’t
result in a main road like
Camden Valley Way. The
Rickard Road project

Camden Valley Way is an arterial road and alternative to the M31 Hume Motorway. The Camden Valley Way
corridor is approx. 60 metres wide with a speed limit of 80km/h.

The intersections for the planned Rickard Road upgrade would be confirmed through future phases of the
project. These future phases would include community and stakeholder engagement and consultation at all
appropriate opportunities.
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Issue category

Issues raised

Response

should prioritise public
transport, pedestrians and
cyclists over cars and
other vehicles.

In comparison, the Rickard Road corridor is 34.9 metres wide and is expected to have a speed limit of
60km/h.

How many lanes of traffic
will be available to
vehicles and buses on
each carriageway?

Camden Council will investigate the cross-section through further traffic modelling as they complete the
Concept Design phase.

Rickard Road is being designed to support active transport and public transport options and is planned as part
of a network of transit boulevards that would assist in maximising use of public transport, including South
West Rail Link, while enabling the principal arterial road network, particularly Camden Valley Way, to operate
effectively.

TfNSW has developed both a six-lane cross-section and a four-lane cross-section that would fit in the corridor
width.
Both cross-sections would have a dedicated bus lane in each direction with either one or two general traffic
lanes depending on the option selected by Camden Council.

Will the upgrade be
designed for future traffic
lanes to easily be added?

The proposed upgrade allows for a total of six lanes as part of the current design.

New bus routes should
include local schools as
well as other popular
community amenities.

TfNSW plans all bus routes with connectivity to surrounding amenities in mind.

Will additional parking be
included in the upgrade for
public transport (bus stop)
users?

No provision for parking has been made in the corridor. Parking lots adjacent to the road to support public
transport users would be considered as part of planning for bus routes in the area.
Additional commuter carparks are planned at Leppington Station and include up to 1,000 additional spaces for
transport customers and are expected to be completed by mid-2021.
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Issue category

Issues raised

Response

Design should cater for
The design will be completed in accordance with Australian Standards, Austroads and TfNSW guidelines.
pedestrians and cyclists.
The use of zebra crossings across slip lanes is not appropriate for Rickard Road upgrade and extension for
Suggestion to use zebra
safety reasons due to the design speed limit.
crossings in the slip
lanes/turning lanes instead
of light crossings.
An additional intersection
along Rickard Road
located midway between
Deepfields Road and the
future Raby Road
intersection connection
would provide optimal
access to future significant
development parcels on
both the northern and
southern side of Rickard
Road.

No connection is currently proposed at this location.

Property acquisition
should be extended further
than the required road
upgrade widening to
facilitate work for utility
providers and future tie
ins.

Property acquisitions would be managed by Camden Council in future stages of the Rickard Road upgrade.
This feedback will be passed on to Camden Council for the next stage of project development.

A temporary access road
has received approval
(DA736/2018) and has
been designed to consider
the alignment of the future
Rickard Road within the

This suggestion has been noted and will be considered during Concept Design phase by Camden Council.

This area falls within the Catherine Field North precinct, where rezoning planning is currently being
undertaken by DPIE. Intersection locations are determined through several factors including:






location of existing roads that are planned to be maintained
roads that are proposed as part of development in the area, as well as proposed future road connections
horizontal and vertical geometry to ensure the provision of safe intersections (i.e. ensuring intersections
are not positioned on sharp horizontal curves or steep grades)
appropriate amount of spacing between intersections for level of service (i.e. looking at efficient
operational traffic streams and vehicle travel speed).
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Issue category

Issues raised

Response

Catherine Field Precinct.
To this end, the Rickard
Road extension should
connect to the temporary
road alignment from
Springfield Road to
Catherine Park Drive.

Property

Property owners in the
corridor want to know
more about how they
could be impacted.

More detail will be provided to property owners by Camden Council during the Concept Design phase.

The road should be
designed to minimise
impacts to newly built
properties.

TfNSW acknowledges concerns from property owners regarding potential impacts to their property and
actively seeks to avoid or minimise these to the extent reasonable and practical during the design process.

Local businesses are
concerned about possible
disruptions to trade and
potentially relocation and
associated costs.

Further consultation with local businesses will be conducted in future design phases.

Properties that were not
impacted in previous
consultation about this
project now seem to be
impacted. Why?

As studies into route options progressed, the alignment has been further refined and some property impacts
may be different.

Camden Council will meet with property owners and businesses individually to discuss their specific
circumstances.

More detail about property impacts will be provided to property owners by Camden Council during the
Concept Design phase.
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Issue category

Community
Consultation

Issues raised

Response

Large power lines
(electrical power
transmission lines) cross
the area. How will the
project manage these?

Electrical power transmission lines have safety exclusion zones around them where development is restricted.

A more detailed map
should be provided for
future consultation. This
map should identify any
future developments in the
area so that a proper
assessment of the road
design could be made.

At the Strategic Design phase, the level of detail able to be provided is limited, but as project development
progresses into the Concept Design phase, more detail will become available. This feedback will be passed
on to Camden Council, who will be managing the Concept Design phase of the project and future
consultation.

More discussion between
property owners and
Council and Transport for
NSW is required to
understand the road
design and impacts to
properties.

As development of the project progresses into the Concept Design phase more detail will be provided to
property owners by Camden Council.

Will the area be rezoned,
and will it impact local
property owners and the
community?

Yes, it will be rezoned as part of South West Growth Area planning by DPIE, and then rezoning by Camden
Council. All precincts are likely to be released at different times and process can take several years.

The proposed road alignment has been selected to comply with TransGrid’s clearance requirements for the
330kV high voltage power lines.

More information can be found on the DPIE website for the South West Growth Area.
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Issue category

Project Timing

Issues raised

Response

Request for the project to
provide a clear projection
of the timing of the various
stages of the project,
including any overlap
between stages.

The delivery of this project is dependent on multiple factors, such as funding availability and future rezoning
planning. Further information on timing of future stages will be provided in due course.

Would like to see the
connection from Ridge
Square to Heath Road
sooner. Currently it can
take up to 15 minutes to
get from Ridge Square
onto Camden Valley Way.

The delivery of this project is dependent on rezoning in the area. Camden Council would advise on the
proposed delivery timing as part of ongoing project development.

20 | Rickard Road upgrade Community Consultation | December 2020

3

Next steps

DPIE has engaged TfNSW to prepare the Strategic Business Case. The business case will
contain all the information TfNSW has gathered for the Rickard Road upgrade project.
As the road will be developed and eventually built as part of development planned for the
South West Growth Area, TfNSW will then hand the project over to Camden Council to
progress the project and develop the Concept Design, Detailed Design and Environmental
Assessment.
Further community engagement will be undertaken by Camden Council in the Concept
Design phase.

(DPIE & Camden Council)
PREFERED ROUTE OPTION REPORT

(TfNSW)
PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND DEVELOPMENT
OF STRATEGIC DESIGN AND DEVELOP
RECOMMENDED OPTION REPORT

(TfNSW)
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED
STRATEGIC DESIGN AND RECOMMENDED OPTION

WE ARE
HERE

(TfNSW)
CONSULTATION REPORT

(TfNSW)
FINALISE STRATEGIC BUSINESS CASE

(TfNSW)
HANDOVER TO CAMDEN COUNCIL

(Camden Council)
CONCEPT DESIGN, DETAILED DESIGN AND
ENVIRONMENTAl ASSESSMENT

CONSTRUCTION
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4

Appendix A – Media Release
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5

Appendix B – Community update – June 2020

23 | Rickard Road upgrade Community Consultation | December 2020

24 | Rickard Road upgrade Community Consultation | December 2020

25 | Rickard Road upgrade Community Consultation | December 2020

6

Appendix C – Webpage
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