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Princes Highway upgrade between Jervis Bay Road and Sussex 
Inlet Road – identifying the corridor east of Wandandian 
 
The Princes Highway between Jervis Bay Road and Sussex Inlet Road is a 20-kilometre section 
identified as a short term priority in the 20 year plan for the Princes Highway. A preferred strategic 
corridor for the upgrade between Jervis Bay Road and Sussex Inlet Road was identified in late 
2020. This process followed a strategic investigation and design process that assessed four 
shortlisted options against agreed criteria and engaged key community stakeholders, government 
agencies and Council.  
 
A six kilometre section of the Princes Highway between Jervis Bay Road and Hawken Road has 
been identified as the highest priority as part of this upgrade and will progress first to construction. A 
preferred option has not been determined for sections of the highway between Hawken Road and 
Sussex Inlet Road. This continues to be investigated through field studies and further consultation 
will occur when we progress with refining the corridor in these sections 
 

What are the objectives of the project? 
 
The project objectives are to: 
 

 Improve network safety for all transport users 

 Improve freight access and efficiency 

 Improve traffic efficiency and connectivity  

 Enable an increase in the use of active and public transport  

 Improve transport network resilience  

 Support sustainability of the region 
 

How was the preferred strategic corridor between Jervis Bay 
Road and Sussex Inlet Road identified? 
 
A range of strategic corridor options were considered during the planning phase with the project 
objectives used as the guiding principles. Transport for NSW (Transport) carried out a number of 
investigations to identify the various options and constraints within the project, which resulted in the 
shortlisting of four strategic corridor options (shortlisted from a preliminary six options). Visit 
www.nswroads.work/jb2si to view these options in the November 2020 Preferred Strategic Corridor 
Report.  
 
A Value Management Workshop was held in September 2020 which brought together project team 
members, technical specialists, and key stakeholders including Shoalhaven City Council, NSW 
Police and other state government agencies to assess the shortlisted options. Participants in the 
workshop considered the project objectives, broad community issues, technical information and a 
range of alternative opportunities before assessing the shortlisted options against agreed criteria.  
 

Consideration of alternative options 

http://www.nswroads.work/jb2si
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Prior to undertaking the Value Management Workshop and identification of the six initial alignment 
options, a corridor constraints mapping assessment was undertaken by Transport.  
 
Transport undertakes these assessments in order to filter out any of the potential options that may 
not be feasible from a cost, time, benefit and impact perspective. Transport uses a wealth of road 
building knowledge and experience to highlight and identify potential issues when setting strategic 
road corridors, as well as the help from its contractors.   
 
The powerline easement was identified as a potential option for the project corridor, however was 
eliminated as an option for the PHUP at the strategic stage as a number of issues and 
unacceptable risks were identified by Transport in relation to this potential option.  
 
These issues and risks are further detailed below. 
 

Powerline easement option consideration 
 

Safety risks 
 
All Transport projects are required to prioritise Work Health and Safety and eliminate high risks 
activities wherever possible for both construction and operation. Undertaking construction works in 
close proximity to above ground high voltage utilities is considered extremely high risk for the work 
health and safety of site personnel.   

 
Due to the high voltage of this powerline easement (132kv/330kv), to relocate the entire easement 
underground in order to build the new road alignment is a significant cost that would make the entire 
project unjustifiable. Therefore, the safety risks and costs identified with this option was deemed 
unacceptable by Transport.   

 

Environmental impacts 
 
Another consideration as part of this alignment option would be that the new corridor would need to 
run parallel with the powerline easement. This will required extensive amount of vegetation clearing 
and have far greater impacts to the environment compared to other options. Key environmental 
concerns with this option included impacts to biodiversity loss, terrestrial and aquatic ecology, 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal Heritage, surrounding wetlands and watercourses. This alignment 
would also significantly impact National Parks. Therefore, the environmental risks and impacts 
identified were deemed unacceptable by Transport.   
 

Ground conditions 
 
The powerline easement is located along ground surfaces that consists of significant undulating 
terrain. These types of ground conditions are not favourable for road corridors. Road corridors 
require relatively low gradients compared to this topography. The route would require extensive 
earthworks or a significant number of bridges, adding excessive costs to the project. As this option 
involved more complicated and costly construction methods, it was deemed unacceptable by 
Transport. 
 

Increase in project infrastructure 

 
In order to construct the required connections of this proposed alignment option with the existing 
highway, there would be a major increase to the amount of road infrastructure required in key areas 
due to: 
 

 Overall length - locations for a suitable connection point with the existing highway was 
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investigated. It found that the highway would need to be significantly extended past the 
project boundary of Sussex Inlet Road in order to reconnect to the existing highway 

 Access points to community areas from the Princes Highway would be longer resulting in 
extended travel times and increased infrastructure. 

 
Due to the above, this would result in greater property and environmental impacts to the project as 
well as increased costs.  
 

Social and Economic impacts 
 
The option to run the proposed alignment parallel to the powerline easement would affect the east 
and west movements of communities as it bypasses local areas and reduces a sense of place. 
There is also an economic impact with major diversions that would be required from the existing 
Princes Highway alignment during construction. Detours to local communities inconvenience the 
customers trying to access local businesses such as petrol stations and markets. The intention of 
this upgrade is to retain connectivity to towns as much as possible. The further away from towns 
that bypasses are located, the higher the possibility of negative impacts for those towns.  
 

Impacts outweigh benefits 
 
The Princes Highway Upgrade Program needs to carefully balance the improvements to the 
transport network with the potential environmental, social and economic impacts. Given the safety 
risks, design constraints, limitations for practical construction, consequences to the environment 
and unfeasible project costs, an alignment parallel to the powerline easement was deemed an 
unacceptable option for Transport to include in the strategic corridor optioneering assessment. 
Transport will not proceed with any further assessments on this unachievable option. 
 

Find out more 
 
For further information on the identified strategic corridor options visit the Jervis Bay Road to 
Sussex Inlet Road Upgrade Project webpage here nswroads.work/jb2si. 
 
To keep up to date with the prioritised section of the Princes Highway upgrade between Jervis Bay 
Road and Hawken Road, view the frequently asked questions document and other project materials 
by visiting the project webpage via nswroads.work/jbr2hr. 


