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Executive summary  

This report provides a summary of Roads and Maritime Services consultation with the community 
and key stakeholders on proposed intersection improvements at the Princes Highway and 
Rockdale Plaza Drive, Rockdale. 

The NSW Government is funding this proposal as part of its $300 million Gateway to the South 
Pinch Point Program which will improve traffic flow on Sydney’s key southern road corridors by 
upgrading major intersections. 

The proposal includes: 

 road widening on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway to allow for three through lanes 
southbound between Lister and Ashton Street 

 road widening on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway to lengthen the right turn bay on 
Princes Highway into Rockdale Plaza Drive 

 road widening on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway to allow for relocation of the 
indented bus bay 

 construction of new footpath on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway 

 bridge widening over Muddy Creek 

 modification to the left turn slip lane from the Princes Highway southbound into Rockdale Plaza 
Drive 

 modification to the intersection to allow for left turn slip lane and pedestrian island from 
Rockdale Plaza Drive onto the Princes Highway southbound 

 minor tree removal. 

Roads and Maritime invited feedback on this proposal in August, September and October. We 
received feedback from six people, with three people supporting the proposal, one who 
conditionally supported the proposal, one who opposed the proposal and one who did not state a 
preference. 

The one person who provided conditional support of the proposal raised the following: 

 improvements are needed on Rockdale Plaza Drive between the Princes Highway and Harrow 
Road. 

The one person who opposed the proposal raised concerns including: 

 environmental impacts 

 improvements are needed to Rockdale Plaza Drive west 

 justification of project. 

We thank everyone for considering the proposal and for their feedback. 

The decision 

After considering all responses, along with the proposal’s aims and design requirements, we have 
decided to proceed with the proposal. As a result of community feedback we will be including a 
signalised pedestrian crossing across the left slip lane out of Rockdale Plaza Drive onto the 
Princes Highway. 

We will continue to keep the community and stakeholders informed as the project progresses.  
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1. Introduction 
1.1. Background 

The intersection of the Princes Highway and Rockdale Plaza Drive has been identified as part of 
the NSW Government’s $300 million Gateway to the South Pinch Point Program.  

The Princes Highway is an important urban arterial road, and forms part of the A1 road corridor. 
The A1 connects the south coast of NSW and Wollongong to Sydney. It also provides access to 
major roads including the M5 Motorway, A3 King Georges Road, A36 Princes Highway (city) and 
M1 Pacific Highway. 

Around 51,000 vehicles per day travel through the intersection of the Princes Highway and 
Rockdale Plaza Drive. Road users currently experience greater delays in the afternoon peak 
period, with an average delay of 52 seconds and queue lengths of up to 575 metres.  

The proposed improvements to the intersection will provide benefits for road users in both the 
morning and afternoon peak periods, reducing the overall intersection delay and queuing at the 
intersection. 

Our proposal aims to improve the capacity and efficiency of the Princes Highway corridor. 
Widening on the eastern side of the Princes Highway will increase capacity by creating a third 
through lane for vehicles travelling southbound. The extension of the right turn lane on Princes 
Highway will also improve safety by reducing the incidence of vehicles queuing out of the right turn 
lane and blocking the adjacent southbound through lane.  

1.2. The proposal 

Roads and Maritime is proposing to improve traffic flow and ease congestion at the intersection of 
the Princes Highway and Rockdale Plaza Drive.  

The proposal includes: 

 road widening on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway to allow for three through lanes 
southbound between Lister and Ashton Street 

 road widening on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway to lengthen the right turn bay on 
Princes Highway into Rockdale Plaza Drive 

 road widening on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway to allow for the relocation of the 
indented bus bay 

 construction of new footpath on the eastern verge of the Princes Highway 

 bridge widening over Muddy Creek 

 modification to the left turn slip lane from the Princes Highway southbound into Rockdale Plaza 
Drive 

 modification to the intersection to allow for left turn slip lane and pedestrian island from 
Rockdale Plaza Drive onto the Princes Highway southbound 

 minor tree removal. 

We have included a map to show the location of the proposed intersection improvements. 
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Figure 1 - Proposed intersection improvements at the Princes Highway and Rockdale Plaza Drive, Rockdale. 

 

Figure 2- Updated intersection improvements at the Princes Highway and Rockdale Plaza Drive, Rockdale. 
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2. Consultation approach 
2.1. Consultation objectives 

We consulted with the community and key stakeholders on the proposal to:  

 Seek comment, feedback, ideas, and suggestions for us to consider when developing the 
proposal. Consultation outcomes are included in the environmental impact assessment 
known as a review of environmental factors  

 Build a database of interested and concerned community members with whom we can 
continue to engage during the proposal’s development and delivery.  

2.2. How consultation was done 

Community members and stakeholders were encouraged to provide their comments via email, 
mail or phone contact with the project team.  

Table 1 - How consultation was done 

Stakeholder meetings The property owners impacted by the proposal requiring strip 
acquisition were consulted on the proposal in July and August 
2017 

Bayside Council and Sydney Water have also been consulted and 
will be involved in the continual development of the project. 

Have your say community 
update – August, September 
and October 2017  

 

 Distributed 2700 letters (Appendix A) to local residents and 
businesses (Appendix B) inviting feedback on the proposal. The 
consultation period was extended until Monday 2 October to 
allow for the community to provide feedback 

 Direct email and mail to MPs, council, emergency services, 
schools and universities, large businesses, religious centres 
and community groups in the local area. 

Website  Roads and Maritime project webpage updated with latest 
project information including the community update. 

Social media  A targeted Facebook ad ran between Friday 22 September and 
Monday 25 September, reaching 75,146 local residents and 
motorists travelling along the corridor.  
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3. Consultation summary 
3.1. Overview 

We received feedback from six people, with three people supporting the proposal, one who 
conditionally supported the proposal, one who opposed the proposal and one who did not state a 
preference. 

The one person who provided conditional support of the proposal raised the following: 

 Improvements are needed on Rockdale Plaza Drive between Princes Highway and Harrow 
Road. 

The one person who opposed the proposal raised concerns including: 

 environmental impacts 

 improvements are needed to Rockdale Plaza Drive (west) 

 justification of project. 

3.2. Feedback and Roads and Maritime’s responses 

Roads and Maritime has provided responses to all feedback received on this proposal. The 
responses have been provided directly to those who commented as well as in this report, which 
will be made available to the public. 

All comments have been considered to help Roads and Maritime make decisions on this proposal.   
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Table 2 - Feedback summary and Roads and Maritime's responses 

 

Category Matters raised Roads and Maritime’s response 

Design Rockdale Plaza Drive between the Princes 
Highway and Harrow Road needs to be 
widened. 

Rockdale Plaza Drive is under the care and control of Bayside City 
Council. For matters relating to road widening, we encourage you to 
contact your local council on 1300 581 299 or at 
council@bayside.nsw.gov.au for further consideration. 

The right turn bay on the Princes Highway 
turning onto Rockdale Plaza Drive 
westbound needs to be extended. 

Our proposal involves extending the right turn bay from the Princes 
Highway onto Rockdale Plaza westbound by about 50 metres. This will 
increase the storage for vehicles turning right and allow through traffic on 
the Princes Highway to flow. 

Environment This proposal could damage existing 
mature trees and vegetation. 

Minor tree removal is required as part of this proposal. There is likely to be 
no significant impact to threatened species, endangered ecological 
communities or migratory species.  

Pedestrian safety A complete signalised pedestrian link 
needs to be considered on the south-east 
side of the intersection of the Princes 
Highway and Rockdale Plaza Drive for the 
safety of hearing and vision impaired 
pedestrians.  

As a result of this feedback we have include a signalised pedestrian 
crossing across the eastern left slip lane out of Rockdale Plaza Drive onto 
the Princes Highway. The signalised crossing will be designed to include 
tactiles, audible warning and vibrating pedestrian buttons to assist hearing 
and vision impaired pedestrians.  

Project 
justification 

There is no congestion at the intersection 
of the Princes Highway and Rockdale 
Plaza Drive. 

The intersection of the Princes Highway and Rockdale Plaza Drive has 
been identified as part of the $300 million Gateway to the South Pinch 
Point Program. 
 
A traffic assessment has shown road users experience delays travelling 
through the intersection of the Princes Highway and Rockdale Plaza Drive. 
During the morning peak periods road users experience an average delay 
of 21 seconds and queue lengths of up to 230 metres. Road users 
travelling in the afternoon peak periods through the intersection experience 
an average delay of 52 seconds and queue lengths of up to 575 metres.  
 
The proposed improvements to the intersection will provide benefits for 
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Category Matters raised Roads and Maritime’s response 

road users in both the morning and afternoon peak periods, reducing the 
overall delays and queuing at the intersection. 
 

Signage A 'no right turn' sign is needed on the 
Rockdale Plaza Drive. Motorist turning right 
into McDonalds are causing congestion. 

Rockdale Plaza Drive is under the care and control of Bayside City 
Council. For matters relating to signage, we encourage you to contact your 
local council on 1300 581 299 or at council@bayside.nsw.gov.au for further 
consideration. 
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4. Decision 

We thank everyone who provided comments and the community and stakeholders for considering 

the proposal. 

After considering all responses, along with the proposal’s aims and design requirements, we have 

decided to proceed with the proposal. As a result of community feedback we will be including a 

signalised pedestrian crossing across left slip lane out of Rockdale Plaza Drive onto the Princes 

Highway.  

5. Next steps 

We have considered all submissions and will ensure our team is aware of concerns raised by the 

community. We will ensure that issues highlighted by stakeholders and the community are 

appropriately addressed through the delivery of the project. 

We will continue to keep the community informed of the project progress.
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6. Appendices 
6.1. Appendix A – ‘Have your say’ community update August 2017 
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6.2. Appendix A – ‘Have your say’ community update extension 
September 2017 
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6.3. Appendix B – Distribution map August 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.4. Appendix B – Distribution map August 2017 
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