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Background
Raleigh Bridge was opened in 1933, crossing the
Bellinger River on Keevers Drive (the Old Pacific
Highway) linking the villages of Repton and
Raleigh.
To ensure the Heritage-listed bridge continues
servicing the community and to minimise corrosion
in the future, it needs to be repaired and repainted.

The project
We are planning to remove the existing leadbased paint and repaint the bridge. We are also
planning to repair damaged and corroded steel
elements on the bridge. Repairs to the concrete
piers will be carried out once this work is
complete.

This essential maintenance project is scheduled to
start in the first half of 2018 and will take between
nine and 12 months to complete, weather
permitting.

Closing the bridge
To allow for the repainting work to be carried out,
we are proposing to close the bridge for the
duration of the repainting and repair work. While
we understand closing the bridge for this length of
time would have an impact on residents and
businesses in the local area, the closure is needed
to allow us to:
•

safely establish large scale scaffolding and
containment equipment required to carry
out the work
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•
•
•

safely carry out blasting to remove the
existing lead-based paint
safely carry out the repainting and repair
work
minimise the duration of the project.

Keeping the bridge open to traffic would
significantly increase the project’s duration and
cost. Regular full closures of the bridge would also
still be required.
We have been discussing the proposal for some
time with businesses that regularly use the bridge,
Busways, Bellingen Shire Council and other key
stakeholders.
The alternative routes will add about 10 minutes to
travel times. A detour (for all traffic other than
buses) will be in place that involves use of the
Pacific Highway and the associated Waterfall Way
and/or Keevers Drive (Repton/ Mylestom) Pacific
Highway interchanges (located 4.5 km apart) for
access to connecting local roads (Keevers Drive
and Old Pacific Highway).
Following extensive consultation with Busways
and the logistics involved in changing school bus
routes and the associated impacts to children and
parents, we are proposing to allow school buses
only through the work site in the mornings and
afternoons.
The bridge would be reopened for the pier repair
work, which will start once the repainting and
repair work is complete.

Next steps
A review of environmental factors (REF) is being
prepared to determine the environmental and
social impacts of the Raleigh Bridge maintenance
project. The REF will be on display for public
comment early in 2018.
The community will be kept informed as the
project progresses.

More information

For more information or to register your interest in
the project, please contact our project team:
02 6640 1300
Grafton.regional.office@rms.nsw.gov.au
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/raleighbridge
Raleigh Bridge maintenance project,
Roads and Maritime Services
PO Box 576
Grafton NSW 2460

If you need help understanding
this information, please contact
the Translating and Interpreting
Service on 131 450 and ask them
to call us on 13 17 82.

Repainting the bridge
Painting Roads and Maritime-managed bridges is
more complex than normal industrial painting.
Bridge painting systems must meet strict technical
and environmental requirements, while minimising
traffic disruption. Our bridges are repainted using
a specialised four-coat system, which has been
designed to last between 30 and 40 years.
Repainting bridges provides essential protection
against corrosion.
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