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Why will the repainting work take up to 12
months to complete?
Painting a steel bridge is an extremely complex
process requiring months of planning and
preparation.
Following is a step-by-step guide to how we are
proposing to repaint the three truss spans on
Raleigh Bridge:
1. Set up the site compound, facilities and
noise walls
2. Set up the scaffolding and containment
system
3. Remove the existing lead based paint
4. Apply a new four-coat paint system
5. Repair damaged and corroded steel
elements
6. Dismantle and remove scaffolding.
Factors which may contribute to the duration of the
project include:
•
•
•
•

•

Raleigh Bridge has intricate lattice work,
which takes longer to blast and paint
Raleigh Bridge does not have large, flat
easy to access surfaces
The age and condition of the existing paint
will make the project more difficult
The extent of corrosion on the bridge is not
comprehensively known. We may find
more corrosion than expected once the
paint is removed and certain problems will
be harder to address than others
Weather also has the potential to be a
significant factor in completing the work.
For example, repainting will not be possible
during periods of high humidity and
flooding.
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The estimated project duration allows contingency
for these unknowns.
Why does the bridge need to be closed for up
to 12 months?
There are a number of reasons why we are
proposing to close the bridge to carry out this
essential work:
•

•

Before we start repainting the bridge we
need to remove the existing lead-based
paint. This is a delicate process, requiring
a specially designed containment system
to ensure the lead paint does not escape
into the Bellinger River. It is important this
containment system is not damaged in any
way. Traffic using the bridge would
significantly increase the risk of the
containment system being damaged.
The safety of our workers is also a key
consideration. Given the bridge is
extremely narrow, closing the bridge helps
to ensure their safety.
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•

Once the containment system is in place
there is limited room for vehicles to cross
the bridge.

Why are school buses allowed to cross the
bridge and not other vehicles?
Following consultation with Busways and due to
the complexity of rearranging school bus routes,
we amended the design of the containment
system.
Consequently, school buses will be permitted to
use the bridge in the periods before and after
school. These buses would be limited to 10km/h
and escorted across the bridge by a traffic
controller to ensure the containment system and
scaffolding is not damaged.
Why can’t the bridge be reopened outside
work hours?

The containment system is required to capture this
waste in an environmentally responsible manner
to minimise the risk of pollution.
Will there be noise during the work?
There will be noise associated with the work,
particularly during the paint removal activities to
remove the lead paint.
We will put in place measures to minimise these
impacts, as outlined in the REF.
Will there be impacts to river users?
We have planned the work to allow boats to pass
under the bridge at all times. Markers will be in
place to identify the navigable channel, which will
change throughout the project depending on
where we are working on the bridge. We will keep
the community informed via marine notices.

If cars were permitted to use the bridge outside
work hours, permanent barriers would need to be
placed on the bridge deck during construction to
prevent vehicles damaging the containment
system.
These barriers would reduce the width of the travel
lane and add additional load to the bridge, which
means school buses would be too wide and heavy
to cross the bridge.
How does the containment system and
scaffolding impact the bridge’s load limit?
Raleigh Bridge is currently limited to one truck at a
time crossing the bridge. The scaffolding system
we will use to repaint the bridge will add additional
load to the bridge. The additional load from the
scaffolding will mean that buses are the heaviest
vehicles that can cross the bridge during the work.
The scaffold is required to allow safe access to the
steel truss and will be wrapped in a specially
designed containment system to minimise the
environmental impacts of the work.
Why is a containment system needed to
remove the lead paint?
Removing the lead based paint will create
hazardous dust.
Without a containment system, this dust may enter
the surrounding environment or pose a risk to the
community and workers.
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