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Executive summary
This report provides a summary of Roads and Maritime Services’ consultation with the community
and key stakeholders on proposed new and extended clearways on Old Princes Highway, The
Grand Parade, Linden Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass from Acacia Road, Kirrawee to New
Illawarra Road, Menai.
The NSW Government is funding this proposal as part of its $121 million Clearways Program,
which aims to manage congestion and delays on Sydney’s roads.
Roads and Maritime proposed new and extended clearways to operate in both directions along the
corridor on:



weekdays from 6am to 10am and 3pm to 7pm
weekends and public holidays from 9am to 6pm.

The weekday clearway hours are consistent with the weekday clearway hours that have recently
been installed on Princes Highway, north-east of this proposal, which will minimise confusion for
motorists.
Roads and Maritime invited feedback on this proposal in May, June and July. We received
feedback from 49 people, with six people supporting the proposal, nine people with conditional
support, five who opposed the proposal and 29 who did not state a preference.
People who provided conditional support of the proposal requested to extend the hours of
operation to be 24 hours, seven days a week.
The five people who opposed the proposal raised concerns including:




effectiveness of the clearways
alternate parking availability for residents
seeking justification of clearway locations.

We thank everyone for considering the proposal and for their feedback.

The decision
After considering all responses, along with the proposal’s objectives and requirements, we have
decided to proceed with the proposal and include the following change as a result of community
feedback:


extend the hours of operation on Linden Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass from the
intersection of The Grand Parade, Sutherland to New Illawarra Road, Menai. These changes
are being made in response to feedback and to rationalise the restrictions along this length of
road where parking is not currently permitted. Revised hours for this section will be:
o weekdays from 6am to 7pm (including the inter-peak period)
o weekends and public holidays from 9am to 6pm (no change)

Existing parking restrictions will continue to operate outside of these times.
We will continue to keep the community and stakeholders informed as the project progresses.
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1. Introduction
1.1.

Background

The NSW Government is funding this proposal as part of its $121 million Clearways Program,
which aims to manage congestion and delays on Sydney’s roads.
On Monday 27 July 2015, Roads and Maritime Services introduced new and extended clearways
on Princes Highway, from King Georges Road, Blakehurst, to President Avenue, Kirrawee. We are
now proposing new and extended clearways on Old Princes Highway, The Grand Parade, Linden
Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass, from Acacia Road, Kirrawee to New Illawarra Road,
Menai.
Installing new and extended clearways along main arterial routes such as the Bangor Bypass/Old
Princes Highway corridor will ensure the full capacity of existing road assets are available for
motorists when the road is near capacity and that broken down and abandoned vehicles can be
promptly removed from the road, maintaining the flow of traffic along the corridor and safety for all
road users.
The proposed clearways will help to provide more reliable travel times for motorists and maximise
the benefits of proposed Gateway to the South pinch point improvements along the Princes
Highway.

1.2.

The proposal

Roads and Maritime consulted on a proposal to install new and extended clearways to operate in
both directions on:



weekdays from 6am to 10am and 3pm to 7pm
weekends and public holidays from 9am to 6pm.

The weekday clearway hours are consistent with the weekday clearway hours that have recently
been installed on Princes Highway, north-east of this proposal, to minimise confusion for motorists.
We have included a map to show the location of the new and extended clearways.
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Figure 1- Proposed new and extended clearways from Menai to Kirrawee

Figure 2- Updated new and extended clearways from Menai to Kirrawee
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2.

Consultation approach

2.1.

Consultation objectives

We consulted with the community and key stakeholders on the proposal to:



2.2.

Seek comment, feedback, ideas, and suggestions for us to consider when developing the
proposal, including consultation outcomes into the environmental impact assessment
known as a review of environmental factors
Build a database of interested and concerned community members with whom we can
continue to engage during the proposal’s development and delivery.

How consultation was done

Community members and stakeholders were encouraged to provide their comments via email,
mail or phone contact with the project team.
Table 1 - How consultation was done



Stakeholder meetings

Have your say community
update – May 2017






Sutherland Shire Council has been consulted on the
proposal and will be involved in the continual
development of the proposal.

Distributed 77,000 letters (Appendix A) to local residents
and businesses (Appendix B) inviting feedback on the
proposal, including nearby proposals along the Princes
Highway corridor
Direct email and mail to MPs, council, emergency
services, large businesses, religious centres and
community groups in the local area.
Three community drop-in sessions were held during the
consultation period on Thursday 8 June from 6-8pm and
Saturday 17 June from 10am-12pm at Tradies Gymea
and on Wednesday 14 June from 6-8pm at Sutherland
Multi Purpose Centre.

Website



Roads and Maritime project webpage updated with latest
project information including the Have Your Say.

Online consultation tool



An online consultation tool was made available for the
community to provide feedback. Feedback was provided
via an interactive map using drop pin comments. The tool
was open to the public during the consultation period.

Social media



A targeted Facebook advertisement ran between
Saturday 22 June and Sunday 30 June, reaching 29,571
local residents and motorists travelling along the corridor.
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3.

Consultation summary

3.1.

Overview

Roads and Maritime invited feedback on this proposal in May, June and July. We received
feedback from 49 people, with six people supporting the proposal, nine people with conditional
support, five who opposed the proposal and 29 who did not state a preference.
People who provided conditional support of the proposal requested to extend the hours of
operation to operate 24 hours, seven days a week.
The five people who opposed the proposal raised concerns including:




effectiveness of the clearways
alternate parking availability for residents
seeking justification of clearway locations.

3.2.

Feedback and Roads and Maritime’s responses

Roads and Maritime has provided responses to all feedback received on this proposal. The
responses have been provided directly to those who commented as well as in this report, which
will be made available to the public via our website.
All comments have been considered to help Roads and Maritime make decisions on this proposal.
Matters raised during consultation that are not within Roads and Maritime’s area of responsibility
have been forwarded to the relevant body.
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Table 2 - Feedback summary and Roads and Maritime's responses

Feedback received and matters relating to intersection improvements on the Princes Highway, Kirrawee and Kogarah, have been addressed in
separate consultation reports and are available on our website. Matters relating to new and extended clearways from Kirrawee to Menai have
been responded to below.
Category
Construction

Clearways

Matters raised
When will the work commence if the
proposal goes ahead?

Roads and Maritime's response
Roads and Maritime will continue to keep the community informed as the proposal develops,
including notification of the construction schedule prior to commencing work.

What measures will be in place to
cause minimal impact to motorists
travelling along the corridor?

There will be temporary traffic changes during our work hours to ensure the work zone is
safe. A traffic management plan will be in place to ensure minimal impact to motorists and
residents. Works will take place at night, outside of traffic peaks, to minimise impact on
motorists.
There is currently “No Stopping” or “No Parking” restrictions in place for much of the Bangor
Bypass/Old Princes Highway corridor.

I agree with the clearway but it is only
necessary along the Princes
Highway from Acacia Road to the
Grand Parade as Bangor Bypass,
Linden Street and River Road do not
allow for stopping.

The following clearway hours should
be introduced across Sydney
metropolitan areas:
• morning: 5am to 11am
• afternoon: 2pm to 8pm
There should be 24/7 clearways
along the Princes Highway and Old
Princes Highway, River Road and
Bangor Bypass.

Installing new and extended clearways along main arterial routes such as the Bangor
Bypass/Old Princes Highway corridor will ensure the full capacity of existing road assets are
available for motorists when the road is near capacity and that broken down and abandoned
vehicles can be promptly removed from the road, maintaining the flow of traffic along the
corridor and safety for all road users.
To rationalise the parking restrictions, we will extend the hours of operation of the clearways
in both directions on Linden Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass from the intersection of
The Grand Parade, Sutherland to New Illawarra Road, Menai to include the inter-peak period
on weekdays (6am to 7pm).
Any clearway proposal needs to ensure a balance between local parking needs and traffic
flow for all users.
Roads and Maritime analysed traffic flow data to identify the times when roads are near
capacity. Using this data and aiming for consistency both along and between corridors, we
select clearway times that best suit the traffic flow on each corridor.
To rationalise the parking restrictions, we will extend the hours of operation of the clearways
in both directions on Linden Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass from the intersection of
The Grand Parade, Sutherland to New Illawarra Road, Menai to include the inter-peak period
on weekdays (6am to 7pm).
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Category
Parking

Out of scope
Clearways in other
locations

Matters raised
There currently is no parking
available in this area, especially with
the removal of 17 parking spaces.

Clearways are needed on West
Botany Street from Marsh Street to
President Avenue.
Clearways are needed on the
Princes Highway from Gray Street,
Kogarah to Blakehurst.
Clearways are needed on Rocky
Point Road from the Princes
Highway, Kogarah.
Extend clearway hours on Taren
Point Road.

Out of scope
Active Transport
(cycling and
walking)

What provisions will be made in this
proposal for cyclists?

Roads and Maritime's response
An independent parking study was commissioned by Roads and Maritime Services to
identify the current parking usage along this section of the Old Princes Highway, Kirrawee.
The study found there was 17 on-street parking spaces on the Old Princes Highway between
Glencoe Street and Auburn Street.
The study found that there is sufficient parking at all times in nearby side streets. Parking on
the Old Princes Highway will still be permitted between 10am and 3pm on weekdays. Onstreet parking in inset bays in front of businesses between Acacia Road and Auburn Street
will not be impacted by the proposed clearways.
The Sydney Clearways Strategy identified roads for investigation of possible new and
extended clearways, including Princes Highway, Rocky Point Road and Taren Point Road.
The community and key stakeholders, including council and businesses, will be consulted
during any development of a clearway proposal.
The community can keep up to date on projects as part of the Sydney Clearways Strategy by
visiting www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/key-build-program/sydney-clearways-strategy.html.
West Botany Street from Marsh Street to President Avenue is a Regional Road under the
care and control of Bayside Council. The request to install clearways on this road has been
referred to Council for their consideration.
For more information about the Sydney Clearways Strategy, please visit
www.rms.nsw.gov.au/clearways.

Cyclists are able to ride on any road, by using a traffic lane. We are proposing an extension
to the clearway hours of operation, by removing parked vehicles to ensure traffic lanes are
available to motorists and cyclists, when demand is highest.
The NSW Government understands the health benefits of cycling and is encouraging people
to lead an active lifestyle. Since 2011, the NSW Government has invested historic levels of
funding into building cycle ways and pedestrian infrastructure.
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Category

Matters raised
The bike lane going down River
Road is unsafe due to narrowing of
the verge and needs to be widened.

Roads and Maritime's response
The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways from Kirrawee to Menai. Widening of the verge on River Road is not part of this
proposal and is considered out of scope of the project.
However, Roads and Maritime has undertaken an initial investigation of the verge on River
Road travelling eastbound approaching the bridge over Woronora River. The investigation
has found that the widening of the verge is not currently viable due to constraints with
existing structures and rock features.

Out of scope
F6 extension

The F6 extension is needed. These
proposals are short term solutions
and will be ineffective as traffic
demands increase.

Roads and Maritime will investigate signage along the road to warn cyclists and motorists of
the narrowing shoulder. It is recommended that cyclists practise caution when riding on this
section of the road.
Clearways are intended as a short term solution to maximise the availability of existing road
space for when roads are at or near capacity.
Roads and Maritime has been conducting a study into developing the F6 extension, a
possible link between the M1 at Waterfall and the Sydney Motorway Network. The F6
extension study was identified as a priority in the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan,
2012 and the State Infrastructure Strategy Update, 2014.
Geotechnical analysis is now being carried out to determine the underground geology along
the corridor.

Out of scope
State road network

Install a left turn on red sign on The
Grand Parade westbound in to
Linden Street southbound.

Congestion needs to be improved at
the intersection of River Road and
Linden Street, backing up to Akuna
Avenue on-ramp.

We encourage you to visit the website: http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-south/f6corridor/index.html for further project information and updates.
The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways from Kirrawee to Menai. The installation of left turn on red sign at the intersection
of The Grand Parade is not part of this proposal and is considered out of scope of the
project.
However, a preliminary investigation has shown that due to pedestrian and vehicle safety it is
not feasible to change the current intersection configurations.
Clearways will allow us to tow vehicles in the event of an incident or breakdown.
Improvements to the Bangor Bypass, River Road and Linden Street are not part of this
proposal and considered out of scope.
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Category

Matters raised
Vehicles travelling from Bangor
Bypass and Akuna Avenue create a
bottle neck just before the Woronora
bridge as many people from the
Menai/Bangor/Illawong area use
Sutherland Station to get to the
eastern side of the Shire.
The lane from Menai Road,
Woronora to River Road/Linden
Street turn off needs to be extended.
Continue three lanes on River Road
on approach to Linden Street
intersection, where it currently is
reduced to two lanes.

Roads and Maritime's response
These requests have been referred to our Network Sydney team.

The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways from Kirrawee to Menai. Clearways are a low cost solution to manage congestion
using existing infrastructure. Lane configuration changes or extensions are not part of this
proposal and is considered out of scope for this project.

These requests have been referred to our Network Sydney team.

Two right turn lanes are needed for
vehicles travelling westbound on
Linden Street at the intersection of
Linden Street and River Road.
A dedicated left turn lane on to The
Grand Parade for vehicles travelling
north-westerly on Linden Street is
needed for local traffic and people
using the sporting fields to ease
congestion.
Remove the dedicated right turn lane
at The Grand Parade for vehicles
travelling northbound on Linden
Street and relocate it to the
intersection of Leonay Street.
Install a barrier on River Road 50
metres from the on-ramp near Linden
Street to stop vehicles crossing the
bridge then crossing the unbroken
line into the kerbside lane to get
ahead of built up traffic.

The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways from Kirrawee to Menai. Changes to the merging lane on River Road are not part
of this proposal and is considered out of scope for this project.
This request has been referred to our Network Sydney team.
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Category

Matters raised
Vehicles travelling south-easterly on
River Road from Woronora should be
prioritised at the intersection of River
Road and Linden Street. This will
avoid congestion in peak periods
from motorists travelling northbound
in to Linden Street.

Roads and Maritime's response
All traffic lights along the network form part of the Sydney Coordinated Adaptive Traffic
System (SCATS). This system determines the green time for each phase or movement. The
phasing allocation is determined by the traffic demand and traffic volumes at an intersection
and is continually updated depending on peak and off-peak periods.

Traffic light phasing needs to be
improved for vehicles turning right on
to Linden Street from The Grand
Parade.

Thank you for your feedback regarding traffic light phasing at the intersection of Linden
Street and The Grand Parade.

Use this upgrade to put all over-head
services underground.

Vehicles travelling east and west bound along River Road, Linden Street and The Grand
Parade are prioritised due to high traffic volumes in peak periods on this arterial road
corridor.

All traffic lights along the network form part of the Sydney Coordinated Adaptive Traffic
System (SCATS). This system determines the green time for each phase or movement.
Whilst investigating your concern, an issue was identified with the SCATS system which has
now been fixed.
If you experience unusual delays on the network, please report them to the Transport
Management Centre (TMC) on 131 700.
The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways from Kirrawee to Menai. Service relocations are not part of this proposal and is
considered out of scope for this project.
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Category

Matters raised
A noise camera is needed on The
Grand Parade overpass (over the
railway line).

Roads and Maritime's response
Roads and Maritime do not expect the proposal to result in an increase in heavy vehicle
noise.
On arterial roads with clearways installed, we noted there is a reduction in noise and
emission, as traffic flows at a constant speed rather than stop/starts which results in addition
braking and noise from accelerations.
We are mindful of the problems associated with excessively noisy heavy vehicle
compression brakes in the vicinity of residential areas and, while Roads and Maritime do not
have any regulatory powers to prosecute in relation to exhaust brake noise, issues relating
to exhaust brake noise are being addressed as follows:
Inspections
Roads and Maritime checks heavy vehicles for faulty noise emission control equipment at
periodic inspections or following complaint and issues defect notices where warranted.
Compression Brake Sign Education Strategy
This strategy comprises:


An education program providing information to encourage long-term behavioural
changes among heavy vehicle operators using the Roads and Maritime Services
road network to encourage the appropriate use of compression brakes.



Installation of signs has occurred at strategic locations around Sydney advising truck
drivers to limit the use of compression brakes in the vicinity of residential areas.

We have found that installing additional compression brake signs in response to individual
complaints has not provided long-term benefits in reducing the incidence of compression
braking. Installing signs along every section of arterial road where compression braking is an
issue could also detract from other road safety sign messages.
Install a 'Keep Clear' sign at the
intersection of the Old Princes
Highway and Glencoe Street to avoid
queuing vehicles obstructing the
intersection.
Install a 'Keep Clear' sign at the
intersection of Linden Street and
Oxford Street.

It is an offence to queue across an intersection. A vehicle that blocks an intersection is
breaking the law and risks being fined.
The enforcement of traffic laws remains a primary responsibility of the NSW Police Force.
This includes motorists disobeying road rules. Roads and Maritime encourages you to
contact Sutherland Local Area Command on 9542 0899, who will determine whether
targeted enforcement activities may be appropriate.
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Category

Matters raised
Install a median island to make
Glencoe Street left in only for
motorists travelling eastbound on the
Old Princes Highway to avoid
vehicles crossing Old Princes
Highway to turn right in to Glencoe
Street southbound.

Roads and Maritime's response
The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways from Kirrawee to Menai. Installing a median island on the Old Princes Highway is
not part of this proposal and is considered out of scope for this project.

Install a left turn on red light
permitted at the corner of Linden
Street and Leonay Street.

The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways from Kirrawee to Menai. Installing this signage at the intersection of Linden Street
and Leonay Street is not part of this proposal and is considered out of scope for this project.

These requests have been referred to our Network Sydney team.

These requests have been referred to our Network Sydney team.

Install a red light speed camera on
Linden Street to slow speeding
motorists down approaching the
intersection of Linden Street and
Leonay Street.

The NSW Police are responsible for the enforcement of the road rules, including speeding.
An initiative of the NSW Speed Camera Strategy is to allow NSW residents to nominate
locations for speed and red light speed camera enforcement.
Roads and Maritime recommends visiting the website:
https://www.saferroadsnsw.com.au/haveyoursayspeedcameras.aspx to formally nominate
locations as potential sites for a red light speed camera.

Install a speed camera on River
Road, on the bridge over Woronora
River to deter trucks from speeding.

We have nominated this location on your behalf.
The information provided, together with crash data and other road safety information will help
to prioritise future locations for enforcement cameras in NSW.

Out of scope
Local road network

Congestion on Linden Street,
Sunbury Street and Vermont Street.
Can no parking signs be installed
from Linden Street and the left turn
bay for Linden Street southbound be
extended.
Congestion on Leonay Street and
Jannali Avenue. Can no parking be
installed between Vermont Street
and Leonay Street.

Linden Street (between River Road and Sunbury Road), Sunbury Street, Vermont Street,
Leonay Street, Oxford Street and Jannali Avenue are under the care and control of
Sutherland Shire Council. The installation of signage, extension of turning bays and
provisions for an additional lane have been referred to Council for consideration.

13

Category

Matters raised
Two right turn lanes needed at the
intersection of Leonay Street and
Linden Street. Vehicles using
Vermont Street and Tudor Road
during peak periods as a short cut.
Add a second lane for vehicles
travelling southbound on Linden
Street between Oxford Street and
The Grand Parade.
Install a "No Stopping" sign on
Glencoe Street for PM peak periods
so there are two left turn lanes on to
the Old Princes Highway.

Out of scope
Maintenance

Vehicles will use the Glencoe Street
service road from the Old Princes
Highway as a shortcut to Flora
Street.
Overgrown trees are blocking
signage near the off-ramp at Akuna
Avenue. Landscaping and
maintenance needed on this road.
Vegetation needs to be cleared on
the median strip along the Old
Princes Highway.
Issues with aqua planning near
Woronora Village Tourist Park. King
tides flood across Menai Road from
Woronora River. There should be a
warning sign both ways.

Out of scope
Network Design

A grade separation is needed at the
intersection of New Illawarra Road
and Bangor Bypass to improve
morning peak travel times and ease
congestion as a result of high
volumes of vehicles.

Roads and Maritime's response

The aim of the clearways proposal is to ensure traffic capacity is provided to allow vehicles
on the state road corridor to move with the minimal delay
Glencoe Street is under the care and control of Sutherland Shire Council. Any changes to
‘No Stopping’ signage, lane allocations, traffic calming measures, or turning restrictions need
to be investigated and considered by Council. These requests have been referred to council
for their consideration.

Thank you for feedback regarding the maintenance of overgrown trees and vegetation
landscaping along the Bangor Bypass and Old Princes Highway.
This issue has been logged with our maintenance delivery partner.

Menai road is under the care and control of Sutherland Shire Council. Flooding and
aquaplaning concerns have been referred to Council for investigation.

The purpose of this consultation was to seek feedback on the proposed new and extended
clearways along the Old Princes Highway, The Grand Parade, Linden Street, River Road
and Bangor Bypass, from Acacia Road, Kirrawee to New Illawarra Road, Menai. A grade
separation at the intersection of New Illawarra Road and Bangor Bypass is considered out of
scope and not part of this proposal.
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Category
Out of scope
Sutherland Railway
Station (Public
Transport)

Matters raised
Pedestrians and cars need to be
separated on the Sutherland Railway
Station overpass.

The decision to replace the existing
rail bridge with another the same size
will cause further congestion
throughout Sutherland as population
grows. This will force buses to
backtrack and use The Grand
Parade to cross the train line.

Roads and Maritime's response
Clearways are directly aimed at reducing congestion where a road is carrying traffic close to
its capacity. They support important measures on key roads at low cost, without the need for
road widening and help to support public transport reliability, including bus travel.
Transport for NSW is in the process of carrying out an upgrade of the Sutherland Train
Station and Railway Bridge. This will include an investigation and changes to current
arrangements along East Parade and Eton Street. Roads and Maritime and Sutherland Shire
Council are liaising with Transport for NSW in this regard.

Prefer investment to be spent in
expansion of public transport options,
including extra facilities at the
Sutherland Railway Station such as
secure parking and bus lanes.
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4.

Decision

We thank everyone who provided comments and the community and stakeholders for considering
the proposal.
After considering all responses, along with the proposal’s objectives and requirements, we have
decided to proceed with the proposal and include the following change as a result of community
feedback:


extend the hours of operation on Linden Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass from the
intersection of The Grand Parade, Sutherland to New Illawarra Road, Menai. These changes
are being made in response to feedback and to rationalise the restrictions along this length of
road where parking is not currently permitted. Revised hours for this section will be:
o weekdays from 6am to 7pm (including the inter-peak period)
o weekends and public holidays from 9am to 6pm (no change)

Existing parking restrictions will continue to operate outside of these times.

5.

Next steps

We have responded directly to questions or concerns raised and thank everyone for considering
the proposal and for their feedback.
It is expected that the installation of the new and extended clearways on Old Princes Highway, The
Grand Parade, Linden Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass, from Acacia Road, Kirrawee to New
Illawarra Road, Menai will commence in late 2017.
Hours for Old Princes Highway and The Grand Parade from Acacia Road, Kirrawee to Linden
Street, Sutherland will be:



weekdays from 6am to 10am and 3pm to 7pm
weekends and public holidays from 9am to 6pm (no change)

Revised hours for Linden Street, River Road and Bangor Bypass from the intersection of The
Grand Parade, Sutherland to New Illawarra Road, Menai will be:



weekdays from 6am to 7pm (including the inter-peak period)
weekends and public holidays from 9am to 6pm (no change)

We will continue to keep the community informed as the project progresses.
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6.

Appendices

6.1.

Appendix A – ‘Have your say’ community update May 2017
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6.2.

Appendix B – Distribution map
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