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Project background
Over seven years from 2004, there were 17 crashes, 
including five fatal crashes, on the Kings Highway near 
Braidwood. More than half involved a collision with a 
roadside object, and in all five fatal crashes the vehicle 
collided with a tree. 

In response to the crash history, a Route Safety Review 
was carried out in 2012 which identified the existing 
avenue of Golden Poplars as a road safety hazard. 

A tree management plan was prepared in consultation 
with Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council which 
included planning for a replacement avenue of trees at 
an increased distance from the road. Transport for NSW 
commissioned cuttings of the existing Golden Poplars, 
which have both aesthetic and historical value, to be 
propagated to a height suitable for future planting. 

In 2013 the speed limit along this section of the Kings 
Highway was also reduced from 100km/h to 80km/h to 
reduce the risk of high speed crashes.

Looking south along the Kings Highway into Braidwood.

Western side safety work complete

As the existing avenue still posed a roadside hazard, a 
safety upgrade was completed at this location in May 
2020, which included installing roadside safety barriers 
and audio-tactile line marking. The roadside safety 
barrier protects motorists from a range of hazards and 
aims to reduce the severity of crashes, and will remain 
even when the existing avenue of trees reaches the end 
of their natural lives. 

Golden Poplar cuttings 

The planting of the propagated Golden Poplars was 
planned to take place at the same time as the safety 
upgrade in 2020, however the trees began showing 
signs of poor health and testing identified the presence 
of a botanical disease called Crown Gall. The trees were 
destroyed to prevent them from spreading the disease 
to the surrounding environment, as per advice from the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries.

A second round of cuttings have been propagated and 
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council have agreed to 
take these trees for future use. 
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What happens next?
We have consulted with Queanbeyan-Palerang 
Regional Council and will provide Council with the 
healthy cuttings to either infill gaps in the existing 
avenue or determine alternative locations for planting. 

The healthy cuttings will be suitable for planting in 
Autumn 2023 and will ensure the historical and local 
significance of the Golden Poplars is maintained into 
the future. 

Kings Highway upgrade
The NSW Government has committed $20 million to 
deliver a program of safety upgrades on the Kings 
Highway. 

Under this program, nine individual projects will be 
delivered including a safety upgrade to the eastern 
side of Braidwood. This project will involve  installing 
roadside safety barrier, similar to that installed on the 
western side. We will notify the community when work 
will be carried out. 

The completed upgrade on the western side of 
Braidwood and the future work on the eastern side 
is aligned with safety outcomes of Future Transport 
2056. Upgraded sections of the Kings Highway will 
target an AusRAP rating of 3- stars or higher, which is 
expected to reduce fatal and serious injury crashes by 
60%, and help realise the ‘Towards Zero’ outcome in 
the NSW Road Safety Plan 2021.

Left: Crown Gall, a botanical disease identified on the first round of propagated cuttings.

Right: The second round of cuttings from the existing Golden Poplar trees in the nursery.
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17 crashes including five fatal crashes on 
the Kings Highway near Braidwood

Route Safety Review carried out following 
two fatal crashes in March 2012 in which 
five people were killed.

Tree Management Plan developed in 
collaboration with Council

Cuttings of the existing Golden Poplars 
taken to be grown in nurseries until large 
enough to be planted

Speed limit reduced from 100km/h to 
80km/h

Roadside safety barrier and audio tactile 
line marking installed

New trees due to be planted now however 
botanical disease was identified

Second round of cuttings taken from the 
existing Golden Poplars

Second round of healthy propagated trees 
agreed to be given to council 

Safety Improvement work to be carried 
out on the western side of Braidwood as 
part of the $20 million Kings Highway 
upgrade program
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