
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Notes 
 

APRIL 2013 

 

Great Western Highway upgrade, Katoomba to Mount Victoria 

A series of four community workshops were held in February to identify and discuss safety issues and 
concerns on the Great Western Highway between Katoomba and Mount Victoria as part of the $250 
million revised investment package for the highway. 

These meeting notes consolidate the question and answer discussions and present the feedback 
received from the third workshop, held in Medlow Bath. 

 

Workshop details 
 

Date Thursday 14 February 2013 

Time 6.30 – 8.30 pm 

Venue Rural Fire Service Shed, Medlow 
Bath 

Attendees  21 community members attended 
 Community meeting, Medlow Bath 
 

Purpose of the meeting 
 

• Provide background and update of the upgrade of the Great Western Highway between Mount 
Victoria and Lithgow 

• Explain the revised investment package and why the project has been extended to Katoomba 
• Provide existing information on safety and crash statistics from police reports 
• Find out what the community’s safety issues are. 

 
Summary of discussion 
 
Following short presentations by Peter Dearden, Regional Manager, Roads and Maritime Services 
(RMS) and Hilary Johnson, Road Safety Manager, RMS, questions were taken from the room. The 
following table provides a summary of the discussion, including questions and answers, held at the 
workshop. Please contact the project team on 1800 035 733 if the matters you raised at the workshop 
have not been included below. 
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Item Comments / questions RMS response 

1 
Vehicle types, and in particular the 
number of truck crashes, are not 
mentioned in the statistics. 

Trucks were involved in 25 per cent of the crashes 
recorded in the last five years, but that doesn’t 
mean that they were at fault for that number. 

2 

Traffic flow volumes have not been 
taken into account in the data 
presented. How much more traffic was 
there in 2012 than in 2007? 

The number of crashes reported year on year is 
consistent over the past five years. The fact that 
the number of crashes is not increasing year on 
year in line with the increased numbers of vehicles 
on the road, is a positive thing. 

3 

Fog is an important safety factor, 
especially given our setting in the 
mountains. You feel like a sitting duck 
at the crest of the hill in the fog, waiting 
to get hit from either direction. 

Fog was recorded as a factor in only seven of the 
145 reported crashes in the five year period so 
was not considered as a statistically significant 
factor. However, local knowledge of particularly 
dangerous locations in foggy conditions would be 
useful for us to know. 

4 

Instead of these ‘band aid’ safety 
upgrades why don’t you invest the 
money in widening and straightening 
the road? The money would be better 
spent fixing the road up rather than 
small short-term fixes. 

The funding we have available is purely for safety 
improvements within the existing road corridor. 

5 
How does this road compare to other 
comparable roads? Are we better or 
worse? 

This road compares well to other similar roads. No 
crash is acceptable however the crash numbers 
for this road are not as high as others. 

6 

Why has the 60 km/h zone been 
moved down past Bellevue Road? 
Residents now have to pull into 70 
instead of 60. We weren’t consulted, it 
was just moved. 

There were a significant number of requests (from 
community and road users) to review the speed 
limit here. 

7 

Why is Forty Bends being upgraded 
further? It has already been upgraded 
and is a good section of road but more 
money is being spent. We all know 
projects always run over budget so will 
there even be any leftover for us? 

The upgrade of Forty Bends was a commitment by 
both the Australian and NSW governments when 
they announced the revised investment program in 
July 2012. Based on current estimates it appears 
that there will be funds but at this stage we can’t 
be sure exactly how much.  

8 
How much would it cost to duplicate 
the highway from Katoomba to Mount 
Victoria? 

About $30 million per kilometre. The road from 
Mount Victoria to Katoomba is 13.5 kilometres. 
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Item Comments / questions RMS response 

9 

$250 million was announced in 2010 
but with inflation we are losing money 
year on year. Will there be anything 
left? 

Our estimates are always conservative and the 
detailed prices usually come in under the initial 
estimates. A significant amount of funding is 
expected to be available for the proposed safety 
works. 

10 

How much benefit has a reduced 
speed limit had compared to 
resurfacing work? When both 
measures are employed how can you 
tell which has been successful in 
reducing crash statistics? 

You can’t tell, but we use comparable areas as 
indicators to determine which measure would be 
most successful. It also depends on the issues at a 
site. 

11 

Dropping the speed limit seems to be 
just a ‘band aid’ solution. There is a 
subsidence issue under the road 
surface. 

Your comment has been noted. 

12 Will we get a chance to comment on 
the final proposed projects? 

Yes. Standard consultation processes will apply 
and you will be able to comment once draft safety 
projects are developed or proposed. 

13 
Buses stop on the highway where 
there is no bus stop. This is a safety 
issue. 

Informal bus stops for school children often occur 
in rural areas. Note specific safety issues where 
this occurs on our maps and we will consider this. 

14 Pedestrian refuge in the middle of the 
road could be in a better position. Your comment has been noted. 

15 Is there a timeframe for when we’ll 
know about the cost? 

RMS aims to go to the marketplace this year to get 
detailed quotes, so by late this year or early next 
year we should know the prices. In about 18 
months to two years we will be fairly confident of 
the final figure. 

16 Can’t we just get more money now? 

The NSW and Australian governments agreed to a 
$250 million revised investment program for work 
on the Great Western Highway between Mount 
Victoria and Lithgow.  Any remaining fundsfrom 
the joint $250 million will be used for safety 
upgrades between Katoomba and Mount Victoria. 
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Item Comments / questions RMS response 

17 
I can’t see what’s wrong with Forty 
Bends – why are they getting the 
money? 

The upgrade of Forty Bends was a commitment by 
both the Australian and NSW governments when 
they announced the revised investment program in 
July 2012. Based on current estimates it appears 
that there will be funds but at this stage we can’t 
be sure exactly how much. 

18 High speed undertaking is a serious 
issue. Your comment has been noted. 

19 
There is a massive volume of traffic 
passing through – the highway is very 
busy with trucks. 

Your comment has been noted. 

20 

Undertaking at Blackheath is a 
problem but we all do it. There are 
limited opportunities to pass and there 
should be more. It’s frustrating when 
people travel along the highway under 
the speed limit. 

Undertaking was included in our recent Top 10 
misunderstood road rules campaign. We are 
educating people around this behaviour, to try and 
make them aware that they need to keep left. 

21 The collaborative map doesn’t work on 
an iPad.  

RMS thanks you for bringing this to our attention 
and are having the IT support team look into 
solving the issues. 

 
Community feedback 
 
The 13.5 kilometre section of highway from Katoomba to Mount Victoria was split into five sections for 
the purposes of the workshop. Attendees were asked to tell us their safety issues on the highway for 
each of the five sections. The following maps present the community comments received under the 
following categories (as used on the RMS online collaborative map). 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Section 1 Mount Victoria to Blackheath         (No comments) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
  

 
Section 2 Blackheath township           (2 comments) 

 

 
General comments for this section: 

• Install noise meters for trucks in town 
 



 
 
 

 

 
Section 3 Blackheath to Medlow Bath          (3 comments) 

 

 
General comments for this section: 

• Please review increase of speed limit from 60 km/h to 70 km/h at Medlow Bath 
 



 
 
 

 Section 4 Medlow Bath township           (4 comments) 

 



 
 
 Section 5 Medlow Bath to Katoomba              (8 comments) 

 

 

 

 

General comments for this section: 
• Would be great if the whole section could be duplicated, but appreciate the cost for this is $30 million per kilometre. There are about 10 kilometres remaining that could be done (so about $300 million). There is 

already a lot of construction underway so would be better to continue the program along our stretch.  
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