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The Medlow Bath Upgrade will prioritise preserving the heritage character of the township

Together the Australian and NSW Governments are investing more than
$4.5 billion towards upgrading the Great Western Highway between Katoomba
and Lithgow. The Great Western Highway Upgrade will reduce congestion, deliver
safer, more efficient and reliable journeys for those travelling in, around and
through the Blue Mountains, and better connect communities in the Central West.
The Medlow Bath Upgrade has been prioritised
as the first section of the Highway to be upgraded,
and the project has already helped deliver safety
improvements to local intersections at Bellevue
Crescent and Foy Avenue. These works were
planned by the project team and funded by the
Federal Government.
Transport for NSW (Transport) is
now seeking your feedback on the
Review of Environmental Factors
(REF) and Concept Design for the
proposed Medlow Bath Upgrade.

Have
your say

Your input is important in helping to design the best
upgrade we can for Medlow Bath. We invite you to review
the proposed plans, understand the environmental
impacts and have your say.
Feedback on the Medlow Bath Upgrade REF and
Concept Design is encouraged from Monday 26 July to
Tuesday 24 August 2021. Visit our virtual consultation
room at nswroads.work/gwhdconsult or talk to staff at
one of our consultation sessions to find out more.

Have your say on the
Medlow Bath Upgrade
The Medlow Bath Upgrade is the first section of the
Great Western Highway Katoomba to Lithgow Upgrade
Program to be delivered. Transport understands
that community feedback is crucial to ensure we can
deliver the best upgrade for Medlow Bath, and we are
committed to consulting with the community every
step of the way. The Medlow Bath Upgrade Review
of Environmental Factors (REF) and Concept Design
are now on display and we invite your feedback.
The Upgrade will involve widening the Highway through
Medlow Bath within the existing road corridor which
has been long reserved for this purpose. The design
provides for two lanes in either direction, traffic lights,
landscaping, a shared pathway, safety improvements
and a pedestrian bridge providing safer access across
the Highway and into the Medlow Bath train station.
The Medlow Bath Upgrade has already helped deliver
safety improvements to intersections at Bellevue
Crescent and Foy Avenue. Motorists now have dedicated
turning lanes for turning right into these streets and
widened shoulders to help those turning left. This work
was identified and planned by the project team, and
funded by Federal Government Road Safety Funding.
Transport is presenting two options to further improve
the safety of the Bellevue Crescent intersection. Your
feedback will inform the decision on which intersection
treatment is progressed in the concept design.

Artist’s representation of proposed Medlow Bath Upgrade

Medlow Bath has been prioritised to be the first section
of the Great Western Highway to be upgraded because:
• We can address known safety concerns and
provide ongoing safety benefits for local traffic
and pedestrians.
• There is ample space to upgrade the existing Highway
with minimal property and environmental impacts,
allowing faster environmental assessment and approval.
• We can deliver immediate benefits for Medlow Bath
while we plan the other, more complex sections of
the Great Western Highway Upgrade Program.

The Great Western Highway
Upgrade Program
The Great Western Highway Upgrade Program is an
infrastructure program of national importance.
Our oldest Highway is falling behind all other major
roads out of Sydney. It is the only major roadway with
single lanes within 50 kilometres of Greater Sydney,
and despite that it carries traffic volumes equal to
other major dual‑carriageway roads across the state.
This upgrade will complete the link through the Blue
Mountains, delivering two lanes in either direction
from Lapstone to Lithgow. It will make the Blue
Mountains a better place to live by improving safety
and access, while also decreasing congestion.

Medlow Bath Station and
pedestrian bridge
The Medlow Bath pedestrian bridge is being delivered
as part of the Transport Access Program, a NSW
Government initiative to provide a better experience for
public transport customers by delivering accessible and
modern transport infrastructure.
As part of this program, Medlow Bath Station will be
upgraded to provide a station precinct that is accessible
to people with a disability or limited mobility, parents or
carers with prams, and customers with luggage.
The station upgrade will provide:
• a new pedestrian bridge crossing both the widened
Great Western Highway and the rail corridor; including
four new lifts and four sets of stairs providing
access to bus stops on both sides of the Great
Western Highway, Medlow Bath Station platform
and Railway Parade

• new accessible parking and commuter parking in
Railway Parade near the Rural Fire Station
• a new kiss-and-ride space on Railway Parade near
the new footbridge entry
• upgrades to lighting, public announcement (PA),
closed circuit television (CCTV) and wayfinding
signage
• removal of the existing level crossing
The Medlow Bath pedestrian bridge will be a truss
design, to ensure safe support of a bridge spanning both
the rail station and the Highway. We have proposed a
weathered steel truss design with see-through lift shafts
that will blend in with, rather than dominate, the existing
cultural and aesthetic character of the village.
We will consult with the community on a Cultural
Interpretation Strategy, which will include input into
design treatments for the Medlow Bath pedestrian
bridge that reflect local heritage and stories.

• minor upgrades to the existing northern footbridge
access to the station from Railway Parade

Medlow Bath Station will be upgraded through the NSW Government’s Transport Access Program (TAP)
(image credit: Spackman Mossop Michaels)

Concept Design for proposed Medlow Bath Upgrade

Alternate Bellevue Crescent alignment

Bellevue Crescent intersection
Continuing to improve the safety of the Bellevue
Crescent intersection is a vital part of the Medlow
Bath Upgrade.
As part of developing the concept design, Transport
investigated a number of options, including design
suggestions from the community.
The options presented for feedback are:
Upgrading the Bellevue Crescent intersection
in its current location, including traffic signals
and a U-turn bay to allow east-bound traffic to
change direction.

How we’ve improved the design
from your feedback
We received some great feedback on the Medlow Bath
Upgrade. Where possible, we have improved the concept
design in response to your feedback, including:
• Traffic lights at Bellevue Crescent to make accessing
the Crescent safer and to slow and control traffic
entering the 60km zone in Medlow Bath.
• A U-turn bay at Bellevue Crescent to help traffic
change direction to access the service station and
other properties on the eastern side of the Highway.
• Station Street will remain open to two-way traffic
and the existing property access will remain.

Relocating the Bellevue Crescent intersection to
land next to the United Service Station, including
traffic signals and an option for connection to the
Hydro Majestic at the rear of the service station.
This would provide for all movements, reducing
the need for U-turns at Bellevue Crescent and
Station Street.
Safety, impacts to existing and future access,
property impacts, and traffic flow and volumes
are all important considerations in finalising the
concept design. Your input will help us decide
which intersection treatment to proceed with in
the concept design.

• Retaining walls along Station Street have been reduced,
by keeping levels close to the existing conditions.

View the REF and Concept Design

Speak to the project team

Face-to-face consultation

How to make a formal submission

• Better separation between the shared pathway
and the Highway with a one-metre vegetated buffer
in addition to the road shoulder.

You can view the Medlow Bath Upgrade REF
and Concept Design at our virtual consultation room
at nswroads.work/gwhdconsult

Wednesday 28 July
1.00–2.30pm

Saturday 31 July
12.30–2.00pm

We welcome all feedback on the Medlow Bath
Upgrade REF and Concept Design.

Tuesday 3 August
6.30–8.00pm

Thursday 5 August
6.30–8.00pm

As COVID-19 restrictions are once again in place,
we regret we are unlikely to be able to offer
face-to-face consultation at this time.

• Improved landscaping using as many of the existing
council-planted trees as we can, along with new
trees to improve the look and feel of Medlow Bath.
We’re also removing the Radiata Pines along the
Highway which are failing and becoming dangerous.
Every tree removed will be replaced as part of the
upgrade program.
• Safer access for residents whose properties directly
access the Highway, with relocated driveways to be
installed as part of the project.

Have your say
We will hold online consultation sessions where you
can ask our team any questions you have and tell
us what you think.
We recommend that you view the REF and
Concept Design before you speak with the
team or make a submission.

Register for our Microsoft Teams live-stream
consultation sessions at nswroads.work/gwhdconsult
Contact us on 1800 953 777 or
gwhd@transport.nsw.gov.au to book a
personal phone consultation if you prefer.

Consultation will be held online to ensure your
safety and comply with COVID-19 restrictions.
If restrictions ease before consultation ends
on 24 August, we will organise face-to-face
consultation, in line with the existing guidelines
at that time.

To have your input formally considered, and receive a
response in the consultation report, use our online
submission form at nswroads.work/gwhdconsult
or mail a printed submission to:
Great Western Highway Upgrade Program
Medlow Bath Upgrade REF & Concept Design
PO Box 2332,
Orange NSW 2800

Environmental Assessment

Concept Design

You are invited to have your say on the Review of
Environmental Factors (REF) for the Medlow Bath Upgrade.

The Medlow Bath Upgrade Concept Design has been
developed in response to the feedback received during
community consultation in 2020. We welcome further
feedback on how we can improve the widening of the
Highway for Medlow Bath.

An REF is undertaken to assess the potential impacts of
a proposed development or activity on the environment,
to ensure compliance with the NSW Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and any other
relevant state and national laws.
It includes investigations into all environmental impacts,
and includes ways the project proposes to identify,
mitigate and manage those impacts.
We have developed fact sheets that highlight how the
REF has considered and addressed key themes from
previous consultation in Medlow Bath, including:
• Urban design and landscaping
• Traffic and transport
• Property
• Pedestrians and cyclists
• Cultural heritage
• Water quality
• Noise and vibration
• Flora and fauna
• Medlow Bath Station and pedestrian bridge.
The fact sheets will give you an overview, however,
we encourage you to read the full REF document to
gain a complete understanding of all impacts, before
you make a submission on any issue.
To view more information on the Review of
Environmental Factors, including fact sheets
and the full Review document, please go to
nswroads.work/gwhdconsult

Surface upgrade or tunnel?
We are developing upgrade options that are
appropriate to each section of the Highway.
Victoria Pass is the steepest section of highway
in NSW, with only one lane access in either
direction. In this location, a tunnel offers a more
efficient access and gradient for vehicles travelling
through the Mountains, especially freight, than any
above-ground improvement would provide.
In Blackheath, a number of surface road upgrade
options were considered. None of these options
could be achieved without significant impacts on
the township - either acquisition of a large number
of homes, or the removal of any buffer between
pedestrians and traffic through town.
In Medlow Bath, we can upgrade the surface road
through town, provide a clear buffer between
the road and pedestrians, and improve safety for
motorists, active transport users and pedestrians
with the shared pathway and pedestrian bridge, all
with minimal environmental and property impacts.
The impact and cost of tunnelling under Medlow
Bath would far outweigh any benefits that a tunnel
may provide.

Medlow Bath Upgrade benefits

Safer roads

Improved connections

Reliable access
Pedestrian bridge

New shared pathway Water quality

Next steps

Where are we

Transport will use your feedback to continue to refine
and improve the design of the Medlow Bath Upgrade.

Program announcement

Construction on the Medlow Bath Upgrade is expected
to begin in late 2022.

Strategic Design consultation

Display of Review of
Environmental Factors and
Concept Design

Ongoing community engagement

Strategic corridor
consultation

Katoomba to Lithgow
Between now and the middle of 2022, detailed
investigations will take place along the Highway to
progress designs for different stages of the Great Western
Highway Upgrade between Katoomba to Lithgow.
REFs for the East section (Katoomba to Medlow
Bath and Medlow Bath to Blackheath) and West
section (Little Hartley to Lithgow) will be available
for exhibition and consultation in late 2021.
The Environmental Assessment for the Central section
(Blackheath to Little Hartley) will be available for
exhibition and consultation mid 2022.

Detailed Design

Construction

Contact us
Sign up for our eNewsletter online at nswroads.work/gwhd and you’ll never miss a project update.
nswroads.work/gwhd
gwhd@transport.nsw.gov.au
1800 953 777
	Great Western Highway Upgrade Program
PO Box 2332, Orange NSW 2800

If you need help understanding this
information, please contact the
Translating and Interpreting Service
on 131 450 and ask them to call us
on 1800 953 777.
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