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Transport for NSW proposes to make improvements 
to Goonoo Goonoo Road (New England Highway) in 
Tamworth (the proposal). The proposal is needed to 
address existing congestion, provide for future traffic 
growth, and improve road safety.

The proposal aims to deal with insufficient road capacity 
and an existing high crash rate. The project includes 
widening of carriageways, a new median, new traffic 
lights, truck parking bays, intersection upgrades and an 
extension of the shared cycle path.

1.1 BACKGROUND

01  INTRODUCTION

Figure 1.1 View of the road setting near the visitor information centre.
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1.2  STUDY AREA

The study area is located in the regional city of 
Tamworth and comprises of a 1.6km upgrade of Goonoo 
Goonoo Road between Jack Smyth Drive and Calala 
Lane. The road is currently a pinch point on the New 
England Highway, with only one lane in both directions. 
It is heavily trafficked and will reach saturation in the 
coming decade. 

Figure 1.2 Locality map of the study area.
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1.3 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

KI Studio Pty Ltd has been commissioned by Civil 
Consulting & Highway Design to prepare a landscape 
character and visual impact assessment to identify the 
potential visual impacts the proposal would have on the 
surrounding areas and to identify strategies to mitigate 
any identified impacts. 

KI Studio has also been commissioned to prepare  
preliminary landscape design advice in relation to 
species selection, opportunities and constraints and 
typical sections to integrate the new works in its setting. 

This report forms part of the Proposed Improvements 
to Goonoo Goonoo Road in Tamworth (New England 
Highway) - Review of Environmental Factors as a 
specialist study. In addition, this report would inform 
Transport for NSW, other agencies and the community 
about the likely landscape character and visual impacts 
of the proposal and what mitigation strategies have 
been considered. The results of this assessment provide 
an indication of expected impacts.

1.4 THE PROPOSAL

Key features of the proposal would include:

• Changes to the Calala Lane intersection, including:
 ◦ Replacing the existing roundabout with traffic  
 lights
 ◦ Providing one dedicated right turn lane and  
 one shared right / left turn lane from Calala  
 Lane
 ◦ Providing for protected pedestrian movements  
 with pedestrian signal phasing on all   
 intersection legs at Calala Lane
 ◦ Providing separate left and right turn lanes for  
 traffic turning into Calala Lane

• Road widening and pavement reconstruction to 
provide two lanes each way with a central median 
between just north of Calala Lane and Jack Smyth 
Drive

• Changes to the Craigends Lane intersection 
including:

 ◦ Construction of a roundabout to replace the  
 existing T-intersection
 ◦ A fourth leg on the roundabout that allows for  
 access to future development on the eastern  
 side of Goonoo Goonoo Road

• Changes to The Ringers Road, including:
 ◦ Left turn out only on The Ringers Road  
 (except for emergency vehicles)
 ◦ Providing a right turn lane for traffic turning  
 into The Ringers Road, with The left turn lane  
 for traffic turning into The Ringers Road  
 retained

• Changes to the Greg Norman Drive intersection, 
including:

 ◦ Installing ‘seagull’ intersection to provide a two  
 stage movement across Goonoo Goonoo  
 Road
 ◦ Retaining separate right and left turn lanes out  
 of Greg Norman Drive

• Completion of the shared path along the western 
side of Goonoo Goonoo Road between Wilburtree 
Street and Greg Norman Drive
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Figure 1.3 Concept plan of the proposal - northern end. Not to scale.

Figure 1.4 Concept plan of the proposal - southern end. Not to scale.

• Provision of a footpath on the eastern side of 
Goonoo Goonoo Road between Calala Lane and 
Barnes Gully

• Street lighting between the Calala Lane and Jack 
Smyth Drive

• Drainage improvements including providing kerb 
and channel between Calala Lane and Greg 
Norman Drive, and culvert extension at Barnes 
Gully

• New line marking and signage.

Additional features of the proposal include:

• Utility adjustments
• Minor property adjustments such as reforming 

of driveway accesses and relocation of property 
fences

• Temporary ancillary facilities including a site 
compound / stockpiles / storage areas on the 
eastern side of Goonoo Goonoo Road near 
Craigends Lane and near Jack Smyth Drive

• Rehabilitation of disturbed areas following 
construction.
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1.5  METHODOLOGY

Preparation of this report has involved both desk-top 
analysis and a site visit, and is consistent with Roads 
and Maritime guidelines as outlined in:

Guidelines for landscape character and visual impact 
assessment No. EIA-N04 Version 2.2, August 2020.

The assessment is based on both the landscape 
character impact and the visual impact. The landscape 
character impact is based on the aggregate of an area’s 
built, natural and cultural character and sense of place. 
In this regard, it is measured by the combination of the 
area’s sensitivity and magnitude (scale, character and 
distance). As part of the sensitivity assessment, public 
perception of the proposal, its absorption capacity 
and the area’s significance whether local, regional or 
national have been taken into account.  

For example, commercial properties are generally 
considered less sensitive than private residences, 
and heritage properties are generally considered 
more sensitive than residential properties. Transient 
type spaces are generally considered less sensitive 
compared to spaces that people stay in for longer 
durations.

The visual impact is based on specific viewpoints taking 
into consideration the sensitivity of the viewer as well as 
the visual effect or magnitude of the proposal based on 
scale, distance, contrast etc.

The impact that the proposal will have on the particular 
location has been assessed relative to the general 
setting. In relation to viewpoints, this report assesses 
specific relevant viewpoints; however, in the case 
that a desirable viewpoint cannot be assessed due to 
accessibility restrictions, the next nearest accessible 
viewpoint has been identified and assessed.

It should be noted that even though the assessment 
may discuss high impacts, the nature of this proposal is 
limited in its scale, compared to works of a larger nature. 

Table shown below illustrates how the level of sensitivity 
and magnitude are combined to achieve an overall level 
of impact for both the landscape character impact and 
the visual impact.

It should be noted that the ratings are measured relative 
to each other, rather than being assigned through an 
absolute scale. Hence the resulting rating is project 
specific and identifies those areas with the highest and 
lowest impacts.

M a g n i t u d e

high moderate low negligible

S
e

n
s

it
iv

it
y

high high impact high- moderate moderate negligible

moderate high- moderate moderate moderate-low negligible

low moderate moderate-low low negligible

negligible negligible negligible negligible negligible

Table 1.1 Visual Impacts Rating Table, example illustrating the resulting impact as a combination of sensitivity and 
magnitude.
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2.1 GENERAL SETTING

This section of Goonoo Goonoo Road, along the New 
England Highway, is the main approach into Tamworth 
from the south and forms part of the nationally significant 
A15 route between Branxton and the Queensland border. 
Tamworth is a rural city in the north western region of New 
South Wales and is a key regional hub with a population 
above 42,000.

This section of Goonoo Goonoo Road interfaces with the 
southern outskirts of town and provides access to local 
businesses and regional facilities including the Northern 
Inland Centre of Sporting Excellence and the Australian 
Equine and Livestock Events Centre, both of which host a 
variety of socially and economically important events and 
which are venues during the annual Tamworth Country Music 
Festival.

The proposal runs parallel to the Goonoo Goonoo Creek and 
spans the suburbs of South Tamworth and Hillvue. 

The general setting comprises of a combination of 
commercial and residential properties with both, single and 
double storey built form elements and a well established 
character.

The topography is generally flat and the roadscape 
provides limited vegetation. Intermittent open vistas across  
pastureland to the south east and over residences to the 
north east provide scenic vistas to the mountain ranges 
beyond.

02  CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS

Figure 2.1 Sections of Goonoo Goonoo Road further to 
the north provide a dual carriageway with central median 
configuration.

Figure 2.2 The existing sections of the proposed upgrade 
tends to have an informal streetscape character, devoid of 
any kerbs and gutters with roadside parking on gravel.

Figure 2.3 The section to the south of the proposal 
includes a number of commercial properties.

Figure 2.4 Views across  pasture land to the north east 
with a strong mountain backdrop

Figure 2.5 Looking across a creek crossing to pasture 
land with scattered Eucalypts
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2.2 LAND USE

The proposal runs through a variety of land use zoning areas, 
raging from tourist to general residential and differs on each 
side.  

The Eastern side of Goonoo Goonoo Road is divided into 
three sections. There is infrastructure (SP2) to the south, land 
for business development (B5) and general residential (R1) 
at the northern end. There is also a small section of Primary 
production (RU4) interfacing the road corridor.

The Western side is also divided into three sections, with 
Tourism (SP3) at the southern end, which encompasses 
the Australian Equine and Livestock Events Centre, 
Tamworth Sports Dome and Tamworth Athletics Centre. 
This is followed by a general mixed use area (B4) and then 
general residential (R1) to the north. The mixed use area 
is dominated by commercial stores, restaurants and auto 
workshops. 

Figure 2.6 The northern end (R1) is dominated by single 
storey detached homes.

Figure 2.7 Office complexes and educational facilities are 
also located near the bus interchange.

Figure 2.8 The northern end of the project interfaces with 
SP2 Infrastructure and SP3 Tourist zones.

Figure 2.9 This primary production parcel strongly contrast 
to the suburban character of the area.
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Figure 2.10 Land zoning map 1:10000
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2.3 HERITAGE

The site itself does not contain any heritage items. The only 
site in the general proximity that has historic value is the 
Original Australian Agriculture Company Building Site located 
on Calala Lane. Established in 1833, the area has significant 
European heritage value but is not affected directly by the 
road upgrade.

Table 2.1 A summary of heritage items within and near the study area 

Suburb Item name Address Property description Significance Item no

Tamworth Original AA Building Site Calala Lane Lot 5, DP 1103706 Local I312
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Figure 2.11 Heritage map 1:10000
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2.4 VEGETATION & SOIL LANDSCAPES

SOIL LANDSCAPES
The soil landscapes map indicates the two main soil 
landscapes of the area- Duri and Goonoo Goonoo. These 
original soil landscapes that were there long before the 
settlement of  Tamworth/South Tamworth developed are 
summarised below. with key plant species (suitable for 
propagation and use). Both areas are extensively cleared.

Duri Soil Landscape Vegetation 
This area is extensively gently rolling low hills on Devonian 
and Carboniferous sedimentary rocks of the Tamworth Fold 
Belt. 

Trees: Eucalyptus albens (whitebox), E. melliodora (yellow 
box),
E. blakelyi (Blakely’s red gum), E. camaldulensis (river red 
gum). 

Other species include Angophora floribunda (rough-barked 
apple), Notelaea microcarpa (native olive),Bursaria spinosa 
(blackthorn), Acacia decora (western golden wattle),
Olearia elliptica (sticky daisy bush), Cassinia laevis (cough 
bush), Brachychiton populneus (kurrajong), and Eremophila
deserti (turkey bush).

Ground cover species: Stipa aristiglumis (plains grass) 
(dominates grassland), Themeda australis(kangaroo grass), 
Danthonia spp. (Wallaby grasses), S. spp.(Spear grasses), 
Bothriochloa ambigua (Red Grass), Chloris truncata (windmill 
grass), B. decipiens (Red Grass), S. setacea (corkscrew 
grass), C. ventricosa (tall Chloris), Eragrostis spp.
(Love grasses) and Aristida vagans (Three-awned 
Speargrass) and Dianella sp. (blue fl ax lily).

Goonoo Goonoo Soil Landscape Vegetation
This zone is floodplain, with occasional levees and swamps, 
soils dominated by basaltic alluvium; landform with local relief 
<9m and slopes <2%. 

Trees: Casuarina cunninghamiana (river oak), Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis (River Red Gum), E. melliodora (Yellow Box)
and Angophora floribunda (Rough-barked Apple). 

Grass species commonly found in this unit include
Bothriochloa ambigua (Red Grass), B. decipiens (Red 
Grass), Chloris truncata (windmill grass), Eragrostis spp. 
(Love grasses), Stipa setacea (Corkscrew grass), other Stipa 
spp. (Speargrasses), Danthonia spp. (Wallaby Grass) and 
Sporobolus spp.(Rat’s tail Grass).

Figure 2.12 Looking south across pasture lands, (Duri soil 
landscape)with remnant Eucalypt woodland trees

Figure 2.13 Looking through remnant Eucalypt woodland 
trees in pasture land, with mountain backdrop beyond. 

Figure 2.14 Looking north towards Tamworth along 
Goonoo Goonoo Road, with remnant Eucalypts on the 
right verge, that will be removed for the roadworks
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Figure 2.15 Heritage map 1:10000
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EXISTING VEGETATION
Whilst there are a few remnant indigenous tree species 
on site, the site is mostly void of trees, and most of the 
vegetation planted is not of local origin. The image below 
zones the vegetation north and south of the corridor and the 
photos describe the vegetation per zone.  Within the corridor 
there are small Eucalypts, Casuarinas, Silky oaks and 
minimal verge plantings. 

To the south, Grevillea robusta features, whilst to the north, 
closer to town, Fraxinus in medians and verge plantings, 
and Callistemons are common. Throughout the total corridor, 
overhead power lines restrict tree planting and there is no 
cohesive planting strategy. There is scope for this middle 
project site to reinforce the natural, indigenous evergreen 
tree species, to relate to the floodplain and existing groups 
of trees, and to reinforce plantings of Silky Oaks and 
Callistemons in areas where overhead powerlines remain.  

Figure 2.17 Zone A, south of the site, Grevillea robustas 
(Silky Oak) are a common street tree in the project 
corridor, with Eucalypts in the background

Figure 2.18 Zone B, Crevillea robustas and Casuarinas 
beyond on eastern verge, south corridor area

Figure 2.19 Zone B, Casuarinas form a strong evergreen 
definition to the road corridor, southern project areaFigure 2.16 Streetscape zones
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Figure 2.20  Zone B, Roundabout character  with native 
small Eucalypts and understorey at Calala Lane area

Figure 2.21 Zone B, this indigenous Eucalypt will 
unfortunately be removed with the construction 
works. Evergreen trees provide good markers for the 
streetscape

Figure 2.22 Zone C, just north of the site, Callistemons 
are occasionally used in median plantings

Figure 2.23  Zone C, just north of the project, Fraxinus  
and other deciduous species are used in the median and 
occasionally on verges

Figure 2.24  Zone D, further north of the project, Fraxinus 
are used in the median

Figure 2.25 Zone D, further north of the project, Fraxinus 
are used in the median and herald the Tamworth CBD 
ahead
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Figure 2.26 Showing the pasture land to the east with 
mountain backdrop

Figure 2.27 View looking south with Barnes Gully, a 
marked drainage line crossing in the foreground

2.5 TOPOGRAPHY & DRAINAGE

The topography of the site falls gently from north to 
south and is at the bottom of gentle sloping land facing 
east to the floodplain, with only one marked drainage 
crossing, Barnes Gully, in the central section  of the 
project. The area sits in a north/south lower plains area, 
with mountain ranges to the east, beyond the floodplain 
and to the west, the Melville Ranges.

Figure 2.28 Towards the north of the project, looking north, with planted roundabout and views to the north east to the mountain range
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Figure 2.29 Topography and drainage map
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This road corridor is at the southern entrance to 
Tamworth. It is a relatively straight section, on flat 
topography, with a wide project footprint and with 
substantial truck layby parking requirements.  

The zone is a mixture of industrial /commercial and 
residential  land uses with a predominance of overhead 
power lines and minimal existing vegetaiton.Some 
key groups of indigenous trees will be removed for the 
construction.

The corridor affords views across pasture land to the 
mountains, especially to the east, but also to the west in 
areas. 

The overall character is of a long, wide road, and it 
is critical to break this linearity and expansive paved 
surfaces scale with large scale tree planting wherever 
possible.  

Landscape Principles & Opportunities
Key landscape principles and opportunities include:

• Restrict deciduous planting to the area north of this 
zone, closer to town where they herald the urban 
setting. 

• Reinforce the indigenous, evergreen landscape 
character for this zone, to complement the 
adjacent floodplain and to also mitigate the wide 
scale of road corridor and large scale commercial/
industrial built form :

 ◦ using indigenous Eucalypts in groups where 
feasible
 ◦ reinforce planting of  Grevillea robustas (Silky 
Oaks) to reinforce existing plantings both within 
this site and those to the south of this project. 
 ◦ use Callistemon viminalis as a key native 
species for under overhead power line, to 
reinforce existing plantings north of the project.

• Collaborate with engineers to determine deep soil 
zones for large street tree plantings, away from 
services and clear zones; consider shared service 
trenches, and possible concrete encasing for 
critical areas

• Select hardy palette of trees, shrubs and lower 
grasses and groundcovers, using the Tamworth 
Native Plant Society list.

• Focus on sustainability and opportunities to reflect 
indigenous plant species that will also attract local 
flora and fauna

• Introduce water sensitive design measures, 
instead of kerb and gutter where feasible - this will 
create a strong, resilient landscape that has self-
watering irrigation

• Reinforce the riparian species of the Goonoo 
Goonoo Soil landscape at creek/drainage 
crossings 

• Maintain key view across pastoral lands to the 
mountain backdrop

• Adopt an informal tree placement patterns, not 
formal straight lines. Introduce informal clumps 
and groups of trees with spaces in between, rather 
than on creating a continuous linear landscape 
pattern.

• Introduce groups/clumps of informal tree stands 
in key areas where services, clear zones & other 
constraints allow.

• Introduce medium sized trees to the median and 
use hardy species that are low water demand, low 
maintenance species.

• Introduce low shrubs and native grasses and 
ground covers to medians ( with or without trees)  
to create interest in the landscape and also to 
provide headlight glare. 

• Provide a 500mm paved strip to median kerbs for 
maintenance reasons.

• Create a distinct landscape in vicinity of the visitor 
information centre and allow views to “The Big 
Golden Guitar.”

03  LANDSCAPE PRINCIPLES & OPPORTUNTIES
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• Utilise roundabouts to create landscape “markers” 
and utilise textural plants that create a simple 
palette and consider introducing gravel mulches in 
lieu of wood based mulches.

• Introduce, if sightlines allow, a gentle slope of 
maximum 10:1 to create a softly rounded shape 
to medians to add interest and to aid planting 
success. 

• Minimise areas of mown grassing/ and look into 
opportunities to introduce mass planted beds 
of shrubs, grasses and ground covers in lieu 
wherever budget and conditions allow. 

• With the team, utilise the AUSROADS section 6.0 
amendment, 2020 to review clear zones with the 
aim of increasing tree canopies and proximity of 
tree placements to road pavement. 

• Integrate filling beside road to integrate road 
earthworks with landscape. For example, avoid 
regular, continuous shaped batters  in the 
landscape. Current design includes areas of 
regular 4:1 batters beside the kerb, that ideally 
should be smoothed to a more gentle  & changing 
grade. e.g. batters of 6:1 max that will allow 
improved clear zones for tree plantings. 

Preliminary Species Selection

As this is an urban setting, the selection of the trees 
needs careful consideration. Where space, utilities 
and other constraints permit, it is recommended to 
use preferably indigenous local tree species that will 
establish quickly and provide a shade canopy for 
the road corridor as well as creating a low water, low 
maintenance landscape.  

Recommended Indigenous species selection

Dominant Indigenous Trees: 
Eucalyptus albens (White Box)
E. blakelyi (Blakely’s Red Gum)
E. melliodora (Yellow Box)

Indigenous trees- particular to Creek crossings
Casuarina cunninghamiana (river oak)
E. camaldulensis (River Red Gum).

Other tree species:
Angophora floribunda (Rough-barked Apple)
Brachychiton populneus (Kurrajong)

Indigenous Shrubs
Acacia decora (Western Golden Wattle)
Bursaria spinosa (Blackthorn)
Cassinia laevis (Cough Bush)
Eremophila deserti (turkey bush)
Notelaea microcarpa (Native Olive)
Olearia elliptica (Sticky Daisy Bush) 
Pittosporum phylliraeoides

Ground cover species: 
(for natural areas and WSUD)
Aristida vagans (three-awned speargrass)
Bothriochloa ambigua (red grass)
B. decipiens (red grass)
Chloris truncata (windmill grass)
Chloris ventricosa (tall chloris),
Danthonia spp. (wallaby grasses)
Dianella sp. (Blue flax lily)
Eragrostis spp.(Love grasses)
Stipa aristiglumis (Plains Grass-dominates grassland), 
Themeda australis (Kangaroo Grass)
Sporobolus sp.(Rat’s tail grass).
Stipa. spp.(Speargrasses)  
Stipa setacea (Corkscrew grass)    

Recommended Non Indigeneous species selection

Trees
Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle
Agonis flexuosa,Willow Myrtle
Allocasuarina torulosa ,Forest Oak
Alphitonia excelsa, Red Ash
Brachychiton acerifolius, Illawarra Flame
Brachychiton rupestris, Bottle Tree
Casuarina glauca, Swamp Oak
Cupaniopsis anacardioides, Tuckeroo
Eucalyptus amplifolia, Cabbage Gum
Eucalyptus botryoides, Bangalay
Eucalyptus bridgesiana, Apple Box
Eucalyptus moluccana ,Grey Box
Eucalyptus viminalis, Ribbon Gum
Grevillea robusta,Silky Oak
Fraxinus spp- Council selection
Tristaniopsis laurina, Water Gum 
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Figure 4.1 Proposed landscape treatment , chainage 151270 

Shrubs
Acacia decora Showy Wattle, 
Acacia deanei, Dean’s Wattle
Acacia montana, Mallee Wattle
Acacia pendula, Weeping Myall
Acacia pilligaensis, Pilliga Wattle(local sp.)
Acacia polybotrya ,Western Silver Wattle (local sp., wet)
Banksia integrifolia, Coast Banksia
Callistemon “Little John”, cultivar
Callistemon salignus Willow Bottlebrush
Callistemon viminalis, Weeping Bottlebrush
Crowea saligna, Willow leaved Crowea
Dodonaea viscosa, Hop Bush (local)
Eremophila  debilis, Winter apple - Amulla (local)
Pittosporum phylliraeoides, Butterbush

Climbers
Jasminum lineare, Desert Jasmine(local)

Groundcovers, grasses
Lomandra longifolia, Spiny-headed Matt-rush
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Figure 4.2 Proposed landscape treatment , chainage 151625
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 4.1 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ZONES

The purpose of identifying landscape character zones (LCZ) is to identify areas of similar character to facilitate 
assessment and provide a description of each zone, giving the proposal its context and interface. 

This section also discusses the sensitivity values for each landscape character zone. The sensitivity assessment has 
been based on Transport for NSW’s Environmental Impact Assessment Practice Note - Guidelines for Landscape 
Character and Visual Impact Assessment No. EIA-N04, Version 2.2 Issue (August 2020).

The sensitivity value refers to the qualities of a particular character zone, which may include the number and type of 
receivers and how sensitive the existing character of the setting is to the proposed change. For example a pristine 
natural environment will be more sensitive to change than a built up industrial area. Five character zones have been 
identified, each with its distinct qualities:

• Goonoo Goonoo Road Residential
• Pastureland
• Goonoo Goonoo Road Commercial West
• Goonoo Goonoo Road Commercial East
• Open Infrastructure

04  LANDSCAPE CHARACTER IMPACT ASSESSMENT
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Figure 3.1 Map illustrating the various landscape character zones surrounding the proposal site, 1:10000
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Location Northern end of the study area, flanking both 
sides of the road. 

Natural Environment Highly disturbed natural environment with an a 
mix of endemic and non-endemic vegetation.

Built Environment
This zone comprises predominantly of single 
storey detached homes with a variety of styles. 
There are a few commercial properties within 
this zone, yet they are not a dominant feature.

Spatial Character
The built form is generally set back from the 
road and front yards with manicured gardens 
provide important greenery to the streetscape

Infrastructure
Shared path along the western verge, arterial 
road with overhead power lines. Sections to 
the north include street lighting within a central 
median.

Sensitivity
The sensitivity of this area is 
considered high due to its land use 
albeit fronting a busy road.

Landscape Character Zone 1 - Goonoo Goonoo Road Residential

Figure 3.2 Single storey homes front the road on both 
sides, giving this section a somewhat suburban character.

Figure 3.3 Commercial properties are present near the 
intersection with Calala Lane. This zone also includes a 
couple of hotel operators.

Figure 3.4 Residences fronting Goonoo Goonoo Road 
along the eastern verge have filtered views from their 
properties onto the streetscape.
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Location
Flanking the eastern verge, this zone is 
situated between LCZ 1 and LCZ 3, opposite 
Craigends Lane

Natural Environment
Dry pastureland with strands of trees. Barnes 
Gully interfaces with this zone along its most 
northern edge.

Built Environment
Rural residence and shed well set back from 
the road. This zone will be affected by the 
future extension of Craigends Lane.

Spatial Character Open character with vistas to the ranges.

Infrastructure Private access driveway and overhead power 
lines. 

Sensitivity
The sensitivity of this zone is 
considered high due to its picturesque 
and scenic qualities.

Landscape Character Zone 2 - Pasture land

Figure 3.5 With its dominant pastureland, a rural/farming 
character defines this zone and is in high contrast to the 
other zones.

Figure 3.6 These stands of trees, combined with the 
mountain range backdrop, contribute to the scenic 
character of this zone.

Figure 3.7 This zone has an open character with distant 
vistas to the ranges.
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Location This zone is situated along the western verge, 
south of LCZ 1.

Natural Environment
Highly disturbed natural environment with 
minimal greening. Extensive paved areas for 
car parks provide an urban character.

Built Environment

Dominated by large commercial properties 
with a mixture of eclectic architectural styles. 
The commercial properties range from petrol 
stations to food and retail outlets. It should be 
mentioned that the tourist information centre 
and the Big Golden Guitar is situated within this 
zone and directly fronts Goonoo Goonoo Road.

Spatial Character Semi-open setting with the spatial definition 
provided by built form elements.

Infrastructure
Extensive paved areas for carparks, shared 
path, overhead power lines and some street 
lighting. 

Sensitivity

The sensitivity of this area is 
considered moderate as this zone 
acts to some degree as a gateway into 
Tamworth. This is reinforced by the 
presence of the visitor centre.

Landscape Character Zone 3 - Goonoo Goonoo Road Commercial West

Figure 3.8 Commercial properties with a utilitarian 
character dominate this zone.

Figure 3.9 The visitor centre is a key point of interest for 
tourists coming into town. It includes a museum and food 
outlets are situated in the immediate vicinity.

Figure 3.10 Petrol stations and retail outlet flank the road 
and extensive paved areas with car parks dominate the 
setting.
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Location Situated along the eastern verge, south of LCZ 
2.

Natural Environment
Manicured parkland type spaces with ample 
of greenery fronting the streetscape, providing 
visual relief from the otherwise dominant built 
form.

Built Environment

Large warehouse and office type buildings, 
generally double storey in height. This zone 
also includes a church building (Tamworth 
Southside Uniting Church). Built form elements 
are well set back from the road and provide 
little interface with Goonoo Goonoo Road.

Spatial Character
The afore-mentioned built form set back gives 
this zone a somewhat open character. This is 
partially due also to generous side set backs.

Infrastructure Limited infrastructure present, some properties 
include large car parks.

Sensitivity

A low sensitivity is assessed for this 
zone due to its commercial nature, 
having a high absorption capacity, 
aided by the green buffer zones 
fronting the road and the limited 
interface with the streetscape.

Landscape Character Zone 4 - Goonoo Goonoo Road Commercial East

Figure 3.11 Grassed areas with stands of trees define the 
front yards of these properties and provide some visual 
screening to the road corridor.

Figure 3.12 The built form varies between single and 
double storey premises. Generous setbacks from the road 
provide some seclusion.

Figure 3.13 Free standing built form elements with a 
warehouse type form language dominate the built form.
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Location

This is the most southern zone and includes a 
variety of sub-element. Its overall character is 
defined by the dominance of infrastructure. Key 
sub-elements include a sub-station, a petrol 
station and a rest area (Tamworth Truck Driver 
Memorial).

Natural Environment

This zone includes extensive open green 
space and parkland settings. Along the eastern 
verge, open pastureland dominates whilst to 
the west, the memorial park and Tamworth 
Regional Sports Complex convey a green 
parklike setting with stands of trees defining the 
skyline.

Built Environment

Limited built form elements with sub-station 
and petrol station being the key dominant 
elements towards the southern end of this 
zone. There is also a works depot opposite to 
Greg Norman Drive. 

Spatial Character Open character with vistas beyond the 
immediate site.

Infrastructure Overhead power lines, sub-station and works 
depot convey a infrastructure dominant quality.

Sensitivity

The sensitivity of this area is 
considered moderate. Although there 
is a high presence of infrastructure 
elements, the rest area/memorial park 
is considered to have a moderate 
sensitivity to change. Hence the 
moderate rating. In addition, the 
zone marks the entry point into the 
Tamworth urban area making it a 
significant milestone in the journey 
experience.

Landscape Character Zone 5 - Open Infrastructure

Figure 3.14 The overhead power lines from the Tamworth 
sub-station dominate the setting, including the skyline.

Figure 3.15 This landscape character zone has generally 
an open character combined with stands of trees and 
shrubs.

Figure 3.16 The Tamworth Truck Memorial provides a 
park-like setting with open views beyond.
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4.2 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The tables below identifies the landscape character impact for each zone:

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
ZONEZONE

SENSITIVITY LEVELSENSITIVITY LEVEL MAGNITUDE OF IMPACTMAGNITUDE OF IMPACT
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

IMPACTIMPACT

ZONE 1 - GOONOO 
GOONOO ROAD 
RESIDENTIAL

High: sensitive land use 
with a limited absorption 
capacity.

High: the magnitude of impact 
to this zone is considerable. The 
streetscape would be formalised 
with the introduction of kerbs and 
gutters, and the provision of a 
new central median. This would 
transform the streetscape and 
provide an enhanced sense of 
safety to pedestrians and cyclists.

High. The proposal would 
transform the road by 
formalising the streetscape, 
resulting in a changed 
character. The introduction 
of kerbs along the verges 
would reduce potential 
dust and safety issues from 
vehicles parking along the 
existing verge, enhancing the 
environment.

ZONE 2 - PASTURELAND Moderate: rural scenic 
farmland with some 
capacity to absorb change. 
It should be noted, that this 
zone is partially zoned B5 
(Business Development) 
and is likely to change 
in the mid- to long term 
future.

High: the functioning, sense of 
place and identity of this zone 
would be affected. The loss of 
stand of trees and the interface of 
the intersection into the property 
would remove important buffer 
zones, impacting the character 
of the private property. The 
formalisation of truck parking bays 
would further contribute to the 
urbanisation of the area.  

Moderate to high. The general 
character and identity of this 
would be impacted, with its 
rural quality compromised. 
The loss of important stands 
of trees would affect the 
picturesque character of the 
property. The entry to the 
property would be less defined 
by the loss of boundary 
vegetation. It should be noted 
that this area would change its 
future land use.

ZONE 3 - GOONOO 
GOONOO ROAD 
COMMERCIAL WEST

Moderate: Incohesive 
streetscape with dominant 
built form elements and 
car parks. Generally this 
zone has a high absorption 
capacity however, it acts 
as a gateway into the town 
raising its sensitivity to 
moderate.

High: there would be some loss 
in streetscape vegetation and 
the road would be formalised, 
changing its character. The 
introduction of a central median, 
wider road and formal truck 
parking bays contribute to the 
higher impact rating. 

Moderate to high. The 
proposed roadworks would 
create a more formal and 
urbanised character. It 
should be noted, that the 
western verge already has 
a formalised kerb and gutter 
treatment which would be 
relocated. 

ZONE 4 - GOONOO 
GOONOO ROAD 
COMMERCIAL EAST

Low: The land use and 
introverted character of 
this zone makes it less 
sensitive to change. 

High: the magnitude of change to 
this zone is high, similar to and as 
explained in LCZ3. The identity, 
functioning and character of this 
zone will be retained.

Moderate. A more formalised 
environment would result, 
moderately changing the 
sense of place and identity to 
this zone.

Table 3.1 Landscape character impact assessment - zones 1 to 5.
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4.3 SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTER IMPACTS

The table below summarises the landscape character impact for each of the identified landscape character zones. 
Overall, the proposal would have a moderate to high impact. This is driven predominantly by the formalisation of the 
roadway and the introduction of a central green median and footpaths, formalising the streetscape in line with the 
sections of road further to the north, and resulting in a more urban environment. However, the proposal would change 
the character of the roadway from a single carriageway into a dual-carriageway, creating a boulevard type character 
that celebrates the entry way into Tamworth. 

Overall, the proposal would contribute to a better functioning of the streetscape, enhancing safety and providing 
continuity with the sections further to the north. Hence, it can be argued that the proposal contributes to the desired 
functioning and character of the Goonoo Goonoo Road/New England Highway corridor leading into the central 
business district of Tamworth.

       Character zones Sensi t iv i ty Magnitude Impact

1 Goonoo Goonoo Road 
Residential High High High

2 Pastureland Moderate High Moderate to high

3 Goonoo Goonoo Road 
Commercial West Moderate High Moderate to high

4 Goonoo Goonoo Road 
Commercial East Low High Moderate

5 Open Infrastructure Moderate Moderate Moderate

Table 3.2 Landscape character impact assessment summary.
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4.4 MITIGATION MEASURES

The design would impact verge side vegetation predominantly along the eastern verge. This would result in a more 
barren streetscape and visually expose the road corridor more to private property owners. A number of mitigation 
measures have been adopted in the design and these have been considered in the landscape character assessment. 
These include:

• Introducing frangible evergreen vegetation such as native Callistemons with lower native shrubs, grasses and 
groundcovers underneath where space and sight lines permit

• Maximising the extent of green, planted median
• Adjusting the footpath along the eastern verge LCZ 1 where possible to introduce screen planting adjacent to 

private properties by locating the footpath closer to the road
• Adjusting footpath location where it restricts planting of large trees in the street verge, to comply with clear zones
• Planting stands of trees along the property boundary of LCZ 2 to re-establish its delineation and character
• Replanting of small scale street trees with understorey  along the western verge to assist in compensation for the 

loss of the existing vegetation
• Blending levels from the kerb with existing ground to improve visual integration and also assist in improving clear 

zones to permit planting of trees at the 5m set back
• In areas where no planting in median is possible, introducing feature paving, preferably also permeable to create 

an enhanced streetscape, particularly in front of the information centre
• Consider undergrounding of power lines in key areas to allow planting of tall trees
• Avoid the introduction of truck parking bays in more sensitive areas such as in front of the information centre if 

feasible.

This section discusses the visual impact of the proposal on the surrounding area.

5.1 VISIBILITY OF THE PROPOSAL

In order to assess the visual impact, a Visual Envelope Map (VEM) of the proposal’s visual catchment from the 
surrounding area has been prepared. The visual catchment is defined either by topographical features, built form 
elements or screening vegetation if appropriate.

There would be limited visibility of the proposal beyond the road corridor due predominantly to built form elements and 
some screening vegetation. Exception to this are the few more open areas such as within LCZ 2 and LCZ 5, however, 
the flat topography also limits the visual exposure of the site. Vistas from higher viewing points such as the Oxley 
lookout are considered insignificant due to the distance from the site. 

05  VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
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Figure 4.3 Map illustrating the selected viewpoints along Goonoo Goonoo Road
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5.2 SELECTED VIEWPOINTS

The visual impact assessment has been based on selected representative viewpoints from the immediately 
surrounding visually exposed areas. Eight viewpoints have been selected from various locations along the corridor. 
The viewpoint locations were selected to include the various situations the proposal interfaces, including residences, 
commercial properties and typical street views.

Figure 4.5 Viewpoint 2 - View looking southwest from in front of 
residences (371 & 374 Goonoo Goonoo Road) south of Calala Lane.

Figure 4.4 Viewpoint 1 - View looking north along the western verge in 
front of Motel 359, situated approximately 200 metres south of Calala 
Lane.

Figure 4.6 Viewpoint 3 - View looking south along the eastern verge in 
front of the residences no. 396 and 398 Goonoo Goonoo Road. This 
location is at the southern end of LCZ 1.

Figure 4.7 Viewpoint 4 - View looking towards LCZ 2, showing stands 
of trees and pastureland near the intersection of Craigends Lane.
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Figure 4.8 Map illustrating the selected viewpoints along Goonoo Goonoo Road
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Figure 4.9 Viewpoint 7 - View looking southwest towards the rest area 
and Tamworth Truck Driver Memorial, opposite to Greg Norman Drive.

Figure 4.10 Viewpoint 8 - View from in front of the rest area and 
Tamworth Truck Driver Memorial, looking north.

Figure 4.11 Viewpoint 5 - View from in front of the commercial 
properties within LCZ 4, looking west.

Figure 4.12 Viewpoint 6 - View along the western verge looking south 
in front of the visitor information centre, situated south of The Ringers 
Road.
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Figure 4.13 Map illustrating the selected viewpoints along Goonoo Goonoo Road
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View Description of setting Sensitivity of view

V01 View along shared path, western verge 
looking north. Shared path along major 
arterial road set in a predominantly 
residential area with pockets of commercial 
properties.

L The transient nature of this viewpoint limits the 
sensitivity of the viewer. Hence, a low rating is 
considered appropriate.

V02 View from residences fronting a major 
arterial road looking towards the opposite 
verge. Some landscape within front yards 
provides limited visual screening.

H High, the residential land use contributes to the 
viewer being more sensitive to change, potentially 
enjoying prolonged viewing periods from their front 
yards.

V03 Streetscape setting along major arterial 
road adjacent to residences along the 
eastern verge.  

H High, the residential land use contributes to the 
viewer being more sensitive to change, potentially 
enjoying prolonged viewing periods from their front 
yards.

V04 Rural pastureland setting with panoramic 
vistas and stands of trees with a textured 
grass understorey within a private property. 
The rural setting situated opposite to 
Craigends Lane provides a distinctive 
scenic quality compared to the adjacent 
more urbanised areas. 

H High; this viewshed is representative of the private 
property owner. Although the number of viewers 
is limited, a high sensitivity rating is considered 
appropriate due to the scenic qualities and limited 
visual absorption capacity of the site.

V05 Urban vista from the entrance to one of the 
commercial properties within LCZ 4. Urban 
setting with a variety of built form elements 
and limited greenery.

L Low; this viewpoint is representative of commercial 
properties flanking Goonoo Goonoo Road. A low 
sensitivity is assessed due to the limited visual 
interface of these properties with the streetscape, 
the nature of the landuse and the highly modified 
and somewhat incohesive streetscape character.

V06 Streetscape setting along the shared user 
path on the western verge, in front of the 
visitor information centre.

M Moderate; the transient nature of the view makes 
it less sensitive, however its location in front of the 
visitor centre makes it more sensitive due to the 
high number of potential viewers.

V07 Streetscape setting opposite to Greg 
Norman Drive. Relative open setting with 
vistas beyond.

L Low; the transient nature of the viewer limits the 
sensitivity.

V08 Streetscape view from in front of the 
Tamworth Truck Memorial. 

M Moderate; as this area also acts as a rest point, 
longer viewing periods are likely. Yet the site is 
of a transient nature. The memorial setting also 
contributes to the moderate rating.

5.3 VISUAL SENSITIVITY

The following visual sensitivity has been assessed for each of the viewpoints identified as outlined in the table below. 
A number of viewpoints are representative of the adjacent private properties with limited access. Hence the sensitivity 
rating reflects these properties.
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View Element of proposal visible Magnitude of change Nature of impact

V05 Central median with reconfigured 
dual-carriageway road. New 
landscape measures with a 
texture understorey and frangible 
vegetation. 

L Low. The proposal would have 
a limited visual impact on the 
existing setting. The existing 
road includes a median and 
the existing wide shoulder 
will become part of the new 
southbound carriageway.

Beneficial, the 
reconfiguration of the 
roadway and introduction 
of a green median 
would help in visually 
articulating the road 
corridor, enhancing the 
streetscape. Minor loss 
of greenery would occur 
along each verge.

V06 Relocated kerb closer to existing 
shared path and widened road 
and median. Introduction of a 
new truck parking bay and new 
planting within median and along 
verges.

H High. The proposal would have 
a considerable visual impact on 
the existing setting. The green 
verge adjacent to the shared 
user path would be considerably 
reduced and the provision of a 
truck parking bay would make the 
roadway more prominent. The 
loss of skyline vegetation in the 
distance along the eastern verge 
would have a limited visual effect.

Adverse, the proposal 
would introduce additional 
paved areas to the 
setting, creating a more 
dominant hardscape 
character that detracts 
from the streetscape. 
The boulevard character 
as part of the entry 
experience into Tamworth 
is considered consistent 
with the desirable future 
character of the area.

V07 Widened road corridor. Loss of 
some vegetation within central 
island of intersection at Greg 
Norman Drive. Minor verge 
adjustment works.

L Low. The visual contrast of the 
proposal is limited. 

Adverse. Minor loss of 
greenery would visually 
reinforce the urban 
character of the area. 
However, landscape 
design measures 
along the verges would 
somewhat off-set this 
effect. 

V08 New verge treatment with 
additional greenery.

M Moderate. The proposal would not 
greatly change the fundamental 
visual quality of the setting, yet it 
would make the roadway visually 
more dominant, hence the 
moderate rating.

Beneficial. The additional 
green buffer from the 
roadway is desirable for 
the memorial and rest 
stop entryway. Additional 
planting would enhance 
the setting.

5.4 MAGNITUDE OF VISUAL CHANGE

Each viewpoint has been assessed in regard to the perceived magnitude of change with a description of the likely 
visual effects of the proposal.

View Element of proposal visible Magnitude of change Nature of impact

V01 Relocated road with kerb and 
gutter adjacent to shared path. 
New landscape measures with a 
texture understorey and frangible 
vegetation. Central green 
median with frangible vegetation 
and streetlights.

M Moderate. The existing shared 
path will remain limiting 
somewhat the overall effect of the 
intervention. The introduction of 
new planting and green median 
would enhance the streetscape 
setting.

Beneficial, the streetscape 
would be developed in 
line with adjacent sections 
to the north, creating a 
boulevard type character.

V02 New footpath and green 
median, including kerb and 
gutter treatments. Some loss of 
vegetation replaced with new 
frangible greenery. New footpath 
would enhance pedestrian 
facilities and formalise 
streetscape.

M Moderate. Limited visual 
exposure towards the proposal, 
limiting the magnitude of visual 
change. Front yards provide 
an important buffer zone to the 
streetscape. New footpath would 
create a more pedestrianised 
focus to the streetscape. 
Replacement planting of street 
trees aims to offset the loss of 
verge vegetation.

Beneficial, a new cohesive 
landscape design strategy 
would introduce additional 
visual screening. The 
boulevard character would 
visually enhance the 
streetscape quality.

V03 New footpath and green median, 
including kerb and gutter 
treatments. Loss of mature tree 
would impact the green outlook 
for some residences.

H High. The loss of a mature tree 
would impact the visual amenity 
for local residences. Yet, new 
planting would partially off-set 
this impact. New footpaths would 
create a pedestrian friendly 
environment and reduction of 
informal parking areas would 
provide additional greenery.

Beneficial. The 
introduction of greenery 
would enhance the 
streetscape long term. 
The loss of a mature tree 
is partially mitigated by 
other greenery within 
private properties. Overall 
a noticeable change in 
the visual quality of the 
streetscape would occur.

V04 Partial view of the Craigends 
Lane stub. Removal of stands of 
trees.

H High. The proposed stub would 
visually contrast against the rural 
backdrop. The loss of trees and 
perimeter vegetation would further 
detract from the existing setting. 
The formalisation of truck parking 
visually detracts from the setting.

Adverse. Removal 
of mature trees and 
introduction of a roadway 
and truck parking would 
impact on the scenic 
quality of the setting.
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View Element of proposal visible Magnitude of change Nature of impact

V05 Central median with reconfigured 
dual-carriageway road. New 
landscape measures with a 
texture understorey and frangible 
vegetation. 

L Low. The proposal would have 
a limited visual impact on the 
existing setting. The existing 
road includes a median and 
the existing wide shoulder 
will become part of the new 
southbound carriageway.

Beneficial, the 
reconfiguration of the 
roadway and introduction 
of a green median 
would help in visually 
articulating the road 
corridor, enhancing the 
streetscape. Minor loss 
of greenery would occur 
along each verge.

V06 Relocated kerb closer to existing 
shared path and widened road 
and median. Introduction of a 
new truck parking bay and new 
planting within median and along 
verges.

H High. The proposal would have 
a considerable visual impact on 
the existing setting. The green 
verge adjacent to the shared 
user path would be considerably 
reduced and the provision of a 
truck parking bay would make the 
roadway more prominent. The 
loss of skyline vegetation in the 
distance along the eastern verge 
would have a limited visual effect.

Adverse, the proposal 
would introduce additional 
paved areas to the 
setting, creating a more 
dominant hardscape 
character that detracts 
from the streetscape. 
The boulevard character 
as part of the entry 
experience into Tamworth 
is considered consistent 
with the desirable future 
character of the area.

V07 Widened road corridor. Loss of 
some vegetation within central 
island of intersection at Greg 
Norman Drive. Minor verge 
adjustment works.

L Low. The visual contrast of the 
proposal is limited. 

Adverse. Minor loss of 
greenery would visually 
reinforce the urban 
character of the area. 
However, landscape 
design measures 
along the verges would 
somewhat off-set this 
effect. 

V08 New verge treatment with 
additional greenery.

M Moderate. The proposal would not 
greatly change the fundamental 
visual quality of the setting, yet it 
would make the roadway visually 
more dominant, hence the 
moderate rating.

Beneficial. The additional 
green buffer from the 
roadway is desirable for 
the memorial and rest 
stop entryway. Additional 
planting would enhance 
the setting.
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View Sensitivity Magnitude Visual impact Comments/proposed mitigation

V01 Low Moderate Low to moderate. The relocation of 
the kerb closer towards the shared 
path would be detracting, yet the 
introduction of landscape measures 
would enhance the visual quality of 
the streetscape.

From this viewpoint, the proposal 
complements the desired future 
streetscape character by extending 
a consistent treatment that already 
exists further north. Maximise 
frangible vegetation within median 
and verges.

V02 High Moderate Moderate to high. The introduction 
of a green median would provide 
a visual relief of the roadway, new 
landscape measures would enhance 
the visual quality of the streetscape.

The introduction of kerbs along the 
verges would visually formalise 
the streetscape. Less potential 
dust issues from vehicles parking 
along the existing verges would 
be visually more inviting into the 
township. Maximise frangible 
vegetation within median and 
verges.

V03 High High High. The streetscape would visually 
change in character. Landscape 
design measures would enhance the 
streetscape and ensure a consistent 
approach is taken.  

The loss of a mature tree would 
compromise the existing visual 
amenity, yet the proposal delivers 
other measures that are considered 
beneficial. Consider re-locating 
pedestrian path towards the kerb 
and introducing non-frangible 
vegetation adjacent to private 
properties to maximise clear-zones.

V04 High High High. The loss of vegetation would 
detract from the green and rural 
quality of the setting. The introduction 
of a new road (stub) into the property 
would highly impact its scenic 
quality. The arrival sequence into the 
property would be visually diminished.
However, the design intends to  
introduce a green backdrop through 
planting along the opposite verge, 
somewhat mitigating the effect of 
vegetation removal.

The re-introduction of stands of 
trees along the perimeter fence 
and re-planting stands of trees 
in coordination with the property 
owner is considered a key 
mitigation measure. This would 
ensure a strong green backdrop 
is retained in the long term, once 
these trees are established. It 
should be noted however that 
this property is zoned Business 
Development. It would be desirable 
to remove the truck parking as a 
further mitigation measure. 

5.5 VISUAL IMPACT 

The resulting visual impact for each identified viewpoint has been outlined in the table below. 
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View Sensitivity Magnitude Visual impact Comments

V05 Low Low Low. The general setting would not 
greatly change. The introduction 
of a green median would provide 
visual relief. In addition an enhanced 
streetscape would be provided 
through various landscape design 
measures along the verges.

The proposal would contribute 
positively to the desired visual 
character of the roadway with the 
introduction of green medians and 
green verges.

V06 Moderate High Moderate to high. The introduction 
of the truck parking bay would 
detract from the desired streetscape 
quality. The introduction of a green 
median helps to visually articulate the 
roadway

Introduction of new planting along 
the verges and median would 
contribute to establishing a greener 
character. Removal of truck parking 
bay is highly recommended, being 
located in front of visitor’s centre.

V07 Low Moderate Moderate. The lack of median and 
the additional road width contribute to 
the moderate rating. 

The lack of road articulation with 
landscaped areas reinforce the 
existing situation. The overall 
streetscape quality would not 
greatly change.

V08 Moderate Moderate Moderate. The proposal would 
positively contribute to the memorial 
grounds and rest stop by widening 
the verge at the entrance. Yet, the 
introduction of a truck parking bay in 
front of the grounds is detracting.

Introduction of new planting 
along the widened verges would 
contribute to establishing a greener 
character. Relocating the truck 
parking bay north of the memorial 
grounds would be desirable and 
provide enhanced vistas of the 
grounds to travellers. 

 4.6 VISUAL IMPACTS DURING CONSTRUCTION

During construction, the proposal would have a higher visual impacts due to necessary safeguards, plant and 
equipment etc. These impacts are of a temporary nature and would include the following elements:

• Plant and equipment
• Barriers and barricades
• Movable night-time lighting equipment
• Site office
• Lay-down areas

During construction, it is expected that there may be temporary lane closures, pedestrian and shared path diversions. 
There would be impacts to existing road pavements, and pedestrian paths, including verges. The works would also 
include removal of trees, relocation of kerbs and street lighting etc.

As a consequence of these activities the following visual impacts are expected for the afore-mentioned viewpoints:
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Figure 4.14 Map illustrating the location of site compounds, stockpile and storage areas.
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View Sensitivity Magnitude of change Visual Impact Comment/proposed mitigation

V01 Low High. Night-time lighting would likely 
have a high magnitude of change 
due to visual contrast. Barriers and 
barricades would make the site 
visually more present.

Moderate Carefully assess shared path 
diversions. Limited opportunity 
to mitigate impacts during 
construction. 

V02 High Moderate. The streetscape would 
visually change into a construction 
zone. Night-time lighting would likely 
have a high magnitude of change 
due to visual contrast. Plant and 
equipment would make the site 
visually more present.

Moderate to 
high

Existing planting within private 
properties would help to limit the 
visual exposure. Ensure that a 
timely construction is achieved to 
minimise the construction period. 
Use deflectors where light spill is 
expected.

V03 High Moderate. Filtered views to 
construction plant and equipment, 
including barricades, barriers etc. 
Strong contrast with the existing 
setting.

Moderate to 
high

Consider limiting duration of 
construction or the timing length 
in the erection of barriers and 
barricades.

V04 High High. This area would be used as 
a site compound, lay-down and 
stockpile area. The site compound 
would have a high contrast to the 
existing situation, resulting in a high 
magnitude of change.

High Consider limiting duration of 
construction or the timing length 
in the erection of barriers and 
barricades. Re-instate pastureland 
once the site is de-commissioned.

V05 Low Moderate. Plant and equipment, 
including barriers and barricades 
would make the site visually more 
present. Also at night-time, lighting 
would contribute to the visual effect 
of the construction site. Yet, a 
moderate rating is assessed partially 
driven by the already busy and 
incohesive streetscape, limiting the 
perceived contrast for the viewer. 

Moderate to 
low

No mitigation measure identified.
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View Sensitivity Magnitude of change Visual Impact Comment/proposed mitigation

V06 Moderate Moderate. Plant and equipment, 
including barriers and barricades 
would make the site visually more 
present. Also at night-time, lighting 
would contribute to the visual effect 
of the construction site. Yet, a 
moderate rating is assessed partially 
driven by the already busy and 
incohesive streetscape, limiting the 
perceived contrast for the viewer. 

Moderate Consider timing of construction of 
this section and limit duration.

V07 Low High. Construction plant and 
equipment highly visible, including 
barriers and barricades. Night time 
lighting would contrast with the 
current setting.

Moderate Limit duration of construction.

V08 Moderate High. Construction plant and 
equipment highly visible, including 
barriers and barricades. Night time 
lighting would contrast with the 
current setting.

Moderate to 
high 

Limit duration of construction.
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06  CONCLUDING COMMENTS
The proposal’s implementation would result in some noteworthy landscape character impacts along the corridor. In 
particular it would formalise the streetscape in line with other sections further north. This will reinforce the urban quality 
as part of the entry experience into Tamworth and reduce the more informal and rural character now present along this 
section of road. 

It should be noted, that this transformation aligns with the future development of this part of town and cements the 
importance of Tamworth as a regional centre and Goonoo Goonoo Road/New England Highway corridor as a key 
entry into the town. Within this context the relatively high landscape character impact is a consequence of the change 
in character of the roadscape and influencing the adjacent properties sense of place. However, it should be noted that 
these ratings are project specific and in this context the proposal is of a limited scale.

The formalisation of the roadway would positively contribute to the amenity of pedestrians, cyclist and motorist and 
create a safer streetscape. Similarly, the provision of dedicated truck parking bays compared to informal unpaved 
shoulders would eliminate dust pollution for local residents and business owners and provide clearly defined parking 
areas.

In regards to visual impacts, half the assessed viewpoints have a low, low to moderate or moderate visual impact. The 
two viewpoints assessed with a high visual impact (Viewpoint 3 and 4) are the result of the removal of mature trees 
combined with a high sensitivity. In the case of Viewpoint 4, it should be noted, that the land use is planned to change 
in the future and in this case a lower sensitivity rating would apply in the future, resulting in a lower visual impact.

The proposal does attempt to establish tall evergreen trees on one side of the corridor (where power lines do not 
exist) and to reinstate frangible greenery within the median and along both verges. Other landscape measures are 
also recommended to improve the mitigation for the works. It will be important in future design stages to reassess 
location of footpaths, shared paths, clear zones and utilities to allow planting of tall street trees in deep soil zones. 

Other additional measures that are recommended for consideration to further mitigate landscape character and visual 
impacts would be the refinement of the location of the truck parking bays in front of the visitors centre, rest area/truck 
driver memorial and Craigends Lane. This would occur following community feedback and further consultation with 
Tamworth Regional Council to ensure a coordinated design is achieved. 
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