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The NSW Government is funding improvements on Galston Road 
to improve safety and maintain efficiency on the state road network.
Galston Road is a strategic road corridor linking Hornsby, 
Galston and the North West Sydney suburbs. The road 
provides a direct link for vehicles travelling on the Pacific 
Highway north of Sydney to the western suburbs bypassing 
the highly-congested Pennant Hills Road corridor.

Galston Road passes through Galston Gorge which is 
notorious for its steep inclines and multiple hairpin bends. 
Because of this vehicles that are 7.5 metres in length or more 
are prohibited from entering Galston Gorge and considered 
overlength. This includes most cars with trailers, boats or 
horse floats.

Drivers of overlength vehicles are often deciding or are 
directed (by Satellite Navigation Systems) to use this 
corridor as a more direct route.

An increasing number of incidents over the past few years 
has resulted in Roads and Maritime Services implementing 
several measures to improve safety on Galston Road 
and deter overlength vehicles from entering the Gorge. 
Multiple signs have been installed on both sides of the 
Gorge along with a vehicle detection system and vehicle 
activated variable message signs (VMS).

These measures have had limited impact on lowering the 
number of overlength vehicles using the corridor, due to 
the direct nature of the corridor and the heavily congested 
Pennant Hills Road.

Additional improvements are planned for both sides of 
Galston Gorge, which  will build on previous improvement 
work and improve the road for motorists and the community.



Last turning option 
Calderwood Road 
and Galston Road 

Proposed turning 
option Ryan Trail 
and Galston Road

Safety sign upgrade 
completed 2016

New camera and changes to 
the electronic measuring device

Electronic measuring device that 
measures the length of vehicles 
and triggers a message sign 
warning the drivers of those 
overlength vehicles to turn around

GALSTON

ASQUITH

HORNSBY

HORNSBY
HEIGHTS

Arcadia Road

Pacific Highw
ay

Pacific M
otorway

Mid Dural Road

Jersey Street

Calderwood Road

M
ontview

 Parade

BEROWRA VALLEY
REGIONAL PARK

KU-RING-GAI CHASE
NATIONAL PARK

BEROWRA VALLEY
NATIONAL PARK

ROFE PARK

GALSTON
GORGE 

Cr
os

sla
nds R

oad

Galsto
n Road

G
alston Road

M1

Cabbage Tree HollowColah Creek

Ho
rnsby C

reek

Galston Creek

Berow

ra Creek

W
aitara C

reek

Tunks C
reek

Still Creek

Galston Road

Waddells Gully

Vehicle overlength camera

Electronic measuring device

Vehicle length measuring bay

‘Turn around’ variable message sign

Location of safety improvement work

Static warning signs 7.5m length vehicles 
prohibited at Galston Gorge

Static and active warning signs 7.5m length vehicles 
must turn around and not enter Galston Gorge

Road not rated for vehicles over 7.5 metres
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Location of improvement work along Galston Road, Hornsby Heights and Galston

Safety improvement work between Ulolo Trail 
and Montview Parade, Hornsby Heights



Overlength vehicle improvement
Overlength vehicles getting stuck in Galston Gorge cause 
detours of over 30 minutes to other motorists while resources 
can be sent to salvage the overlength vehicle and a wait 
of about two hours for vehicles that are stuck in the Gorge.

To minimise the number of overlength vehicles entering 
the Gorge, Roads and Maritime will be installing a camera 
based detection system at both ends of the Gorge. 
Sensors will register overlength vehicles entering the 
Gorge and a camera will take a photo of the vehicle.

For westbound motorists, there will be a camera 
just after Montview Parade, Hornsby Heights. 
For eastbound motorists there will be a camera 
just after Calderwood Road, Galston.

We will also be improving the turning option on the eastern 
side of the Gorge to make it clear where overlength vehicles 
can turn around to use an alternate route.

Our work schedule
We will be on site on both sides of the Gorge for 
25 shifts to install the system between Monday 29 May 
and Friday 7 July, excluding public holidays, weather 
permitting. Our work hours will be from 7am to 5pm.

“ Any vehicle with a 
combined length of 
more than 7.5 metres 
is an overlength vehicle, 
in Galston Gorge. 
This includes most cars 
with trailers, boats 
or horse floats.”

Overlength vehicle detours
The detour for overlength vehicles is Old Northern Road, 
New Line Road, Boundary Road, Pennant Hills Road, 
Pacific Highway and George Street. 

The detour will add about 30 minutes to the travel time.

Traffic changes
Temporary traffic changes will be in place to make sure 
the work zone is safe. This safety improvement work 
does not require a road closure.

Please keep to speed limits and follow signs and traffic 
controllers’ directions.

For the latest traffic updates, you can call 132 701, visit 
livetraffic.com or download the Live Traffic NSW App.

Safety improvement, 
Hornsby Heights
Roads and Maritime will be improving the road at 
the bend of Galston Road starting 150 metres west 
of Mountview Parade. The work will include widening 
the shoulder on the outside northbound curve, to make 
room for a kerb. We will also be upgrading drainage and 
removing vegetation to increase visibility and improve 
safety for all road users.

Other options considered
Roads and Maritime considered a range of options 
along this section of Galston Road to improve safety. 
However, drainage requirements, location of driveways 
and technical requirements for alternate safety barriers 
meant installing a kerb is the only viable solution.

Our work schedule
We will be making these safety improvements at 
Hornsby Heights for 25 shifts between Monday 29 May 
and Friday 7 July, excluding public holidays, weather 
permitting. Our work hours will be from 7am to 5pm.
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Achievements
The Australian Government funded the installation of 
100 chevron signs at 18 locations along with 34 curve 
and speed advisory signs in the Gorge between August 
and October 2016 to warn motorists of upcoming curves 
in the road and reduce crashes.

On approach to Galston Gorge 11 overlength warning signs 
were installed in December 2016 in addition to six existing 
prohibition signs.

During April 2017, maintenance work was carried out in 
Galston Gorge to repair asphalt, guardrails, signs and drains. 
It also involved removing vegetation and repainting road 
markings. This work happens yearly to prevent or minimise 
damage to roads from weather and wear and tear to make 
them safer, provide consistent driving conditions and reduce 
maintenance costs in the long term.

Privacy Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (PPIP Act) which requires that we comply with the 
Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of this proposal. 
The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence 
that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise RMS will only disclose your personal information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. 
Your personal information will be held by DownerMouchel at 166 Epping Road, Lane Cove West, 2066 NSW. You have the right to access and correct the information 
if you believe that it is incorrect.
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Contact us
If you have any questions, please contact our delivery 
partner, DownerMouchel, on 1800 332 660 or  
nsw_projects@downermouchel.com.

 If you need help understanding 
this information, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 1800 332 660.

Did you know
When an overlength 
vehicle gets stuck in 
Galston Gorge, the road 
is typically closed for 
about two hours while 
response teams work 
to clear the Gorge.

Drivers of overlength 
vehicles who enter the 
gorge incur a penalty of 
up to $3740 and 
six demerit points, with 
the risk of having their 
registration suspended.
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