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Project update

The NSW Government is investing $750,000 in a project at the Ewingsdale Road 
interchange on the Pacific Highway to manage traffic flow and reduce highway congestion 
during peak traffic periods for motorists travelling to Ewingsdale and Byron Bay.

For the normal weekday morning peak, traffic exiting 
the Pacific Highway to travel towards Byron Bay 
experiences significant delays. The impact of these 
delays causes traffic queuing on the southbound 
slow lane of the highway, which is a significant safety 
hazard given the 100km/hr highway speed limit. In 
October 2019, Transport for NSW (TfNSW) made some 
changes to the Byron Bay Hospital roundabout in an 
effort to reduce congestion along Ewingsdale Road. 
This followed earlier lane adjustments to provide more 
storage on the highway off-ramp and an extension of 
the merge onto Ewingsdale Road. While these changes 
were beneficial, the congestion reoccurred and further 
work is now required.

 Project details
As part of a staged approach to manage current 
congestion, TfNSW will install metering on the eastern 
roundabout of the Ewingsdale interchange. This will 
involve the installation of traffic control signals on the 
approach to the eastern interchange roundabout on 
Ewingsdale Road. 

Sensors will also be located at other locations to 
manage the risk of queuing on other approaches to the 
interchange.

Traffic modelling shows traffic control signals at this 
location will improve traffic flow from the Pacific 
Highway onto Ewingsdale Road. However, it is 
recognised the metering will create some delay for 
traffic travelling into Byron Bay from the western side 
of the Ewingsdale interchange. Reducing queuing on 
the 100 km/hr lanes of the Pacific Highway is the main 
aim of this work due to the significant safety risks 
associated with high speed accidents.  

The metering forms part of an overall strategy to reduce 
congestion and improve safety along Ewingsdale Road. 

TfNSW is also working with Byron Shire Council to 
explore whole of transport solutions to the travel 
patterns in the Byron LGA. We will continue to look at 
future upgrades to the Ewingsdale interchange and 
Ewingsdale Road to address connectivity into Byron 
and Ewingsdale.
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If you have any questions or would 
like more information about this project, 
please contact our project team:

 1800 653 092 (free call) 

 grafton.regional.office@rms.nsw.gov.au

Contact  
the 

team

transport.nsw.gov.au

Pub No. 20.356

This document contains important information about public transport projects in your area. If you require 
the services of an interpreter, please contact the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask 
them to call us on 1800 653 092. The interpreter will then assist you with translation.

Privacy: Transport for NSW (TfNSW) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy 
Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of this proposal/ delivering this project. The 
information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that 
all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise TfNSW will only disclose your personal information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal 
information will be held by TfNSW at 76 Victoria St, Grafton NSW. You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.

Plan details of the improved roundabout 

 Benefits
The project would:

• Address peak hour congestion on the Pacific 
Highway through lanes

• Provide a more balanced and safer traffic 
arrangement and journey times for all road users

 Project activities
A range of activities will be carried out during the 
project, including minor pavement work to install 
sensors, utility adjustments, installing new traffic control 
signals and signage and line marking. We will also likely 
have to clear vegetation, however we will replant trees 
and shrubs. We will continue to work with residents and 
businesses within the project area to ensure access is 
maintained while the work activities take place. 

Better and more reliable trips for 
people, business and freight

Improving traffic flow

Improving safety

Supporting local tourism
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