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Sealing the Cobb and 
Silver City highways

The NSW Government is providing $145 million to rebuild and seal the remaining 
sections of both the Cobb and Silver City highways, bringing the total investment 
since 2011 to $195 million. Once complete, this will see 153 kilometres sealed on the 
Silver City Highway and 132 kilometres sealed on the Cobb Highway

Project background
The Cobb and Silver City Highways are key routes 
connecting our far west communities between Victoria 
and the Queensland Border. 

Since starting the initial seal project in 2011, over 
132.6 kilometres has been sealed on the Silver City 
Highway and 117 kilometres has been sealed on the 
Cobb Highway. 

Once these projects are completed, the entire New 
South Wales state road network will be sealed, which is 
a major achievement for travel efficiency and opening 
up more local and interstate economic opportunities.

Accelerating	works	on	Silver	
City	Highway
Extra crews have been allocated to seal the final 
20.5 kilometres of the Silver City Highway to ensure 
the decade-long project is completed by the end of 
the year. The project has been impacted by unavoidable 
delays due to extreme wet weather and the impacts of 
COVID-19 over the past two years however, Transport 
for NSW has allocated additional crews to accelerate 
the works to meet the December 2022 open to 
traffic commitment.

Delivering the initial seals on the Cobb Highway in all weather conditions

In 2021, the section of road between Tibooburra 
and Warri Gate was closed for 114 working days 
due to wet weather! This equates to over six 
months of time lost on this project.
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Another	section	sealed	on	
Silver	City	Highway
The Far West crew has completed construction of 
approximately another 12.8 kilometres of road on 
the Silver City Highway–Tibooburra to Warri Gate 
Section 3.

The team battled through the ongoing wet weather to 
complete the project and this section was opened to 
traffic on Friday 27 May. 

One of the most recently completed sections on the 
Cobb Highway - Rosewood South. 

Section 3 on the Silver City Highway between Tibooburra and 
Warri Gate, completed.

132.6 Kilometres 
of road sealed since 2011

20.5 Kilometres 
unsealed road remaining

Silver	City	Highway	status

117 Kilometres 
of road sealed since 2011

15.2 Kilometres 
unsealed road remaining

Cobb	Highway	status

55,000 tonnes
 of locally sourced gravel
 from Tibooburra

Continuing work on the 
Cobb Highway
Central Darling Shire Council will continue to progress 
work on the Cobb Highway on behalf of Transport 
until our crews return to the Cobb Highway in early 
January keeping the project on track for its scheduled 
completion by June 2023. 

This includes the four-kilometre realignment of 
the Cobb Highway near Mount Manara to create 
a straighter road for safer journeys.

Aboriginal cultural heritage consultations and 
investigations for the realignment are currently 
being carried out to ensure that the project 
is managed appropriately and respectfully in 
consultation with the local Aboriginal community.

Next steps
• All remaining unsealed sections of the Cobb and 

Silver City highways are in planning or construction.
• With extra crews allocated, the Silver City Highway 

is on track for completion by December 2022, 
with Cobb Highway sections to be completed 
by June 2023.

• Transport will continue to keep you informed 
as work continues to progress on the remaining 
unsealed sections.
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Silver	City	Highway	initial	seal	program	
as at	August	2022

Cobb	Highway	initial	seal	program	
as at August	2022

Due for completion by December 2022 Due for completion by June 2023
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Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more 
information on the Cobb and Silver City Highways 
please contact our project team:

  1800 167 499

  western.projects@transport.nsw.gov.au

 nswroads.work/farwestseals

 	 	Western	Region	Office	51-55	Currajong	
Street, Parkes NSW 2870 

   This document contains important 
information about road projects in 
your area. If you require the services 
of an interpreter, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131	450 and ask them to call 
the project team on 1800 167 499. 
The interpreter will then assist you 
with translation.

Privacy Transport for NSW (“TfNSW”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the 
PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the delivery this project. The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in 
subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise Transport for NSW will only disclose your personal information, 
without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by Transport for NSW at Level 1, 51-55 Currajong Street, Parkes. You have the right to access and correct the information if 
you believe that it is incorrect. 

August 2022 
22.190

Meet the team – 
Sasha Harrington
Sasha is a Civil Construction 
Apprentice and has been working 
with Transport for around five 
months. Sasha works on the 
Cobb Highway and we caught 
up with her about what it is like 
working remotely and what 

camp-life is like. When we interviewed Sasha, she had 
just driven a grader for the first time, “It took a little bit 
of getting used to.” 

“These guys out here become your second family, full 
of knowledge. I’m learning a lot.”

Favourite thing about camp: 
Having a good joke and laugh with all your workmates. 

Favourite thing to do when not working: 
We have a small gym at camp and the first thing I do 
each day when I finish work is go in there for an hour 
and run four kilometres on the treadmill and then 
lift some weights. Got to keep fit for local footy even 
though I work out of town most weeks. 

Do	you	see	yourself	at	Transport	in	five	years:	
Absolutely! I am hopeful that at the completion 
of the apprenticeship program I can secure a 
permanent position and continue to further my 
career within Transport.

Work hours
Work will continue on the Cobb and Silver City Highway 
between 6.30am and 5.30pm Monday to Friday and on 
Saturdays from 6.30am to 5pm. 

The work will be carried out on the Silver City Highway 
for the remainder of 2022 and on the Cobb Highway 
until June 2023, weather permitting.

Traffic	changes
There may be some temporary traffic changes 
to ensure the work zone is safe, including speed 
reductions and lane closures during work hours. 

Please keep to speed limits and follow the direction 
of traffic controllers and signs. For the latest traffic 
updates, you can call 132 701, visit livetraffic.com or 
download the Live	Traffic	NSW	App.

Minister for Regional Transport and Roads The Hon. Sam Farraway 
with Transport’s Neville Monaghan and Tom Carruthers at the 
Broken Hill depot.
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