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Detection of elevated lead levels at Captains Flat  
June 2022  
Transport for NSW has identified lead and other heavy metals in soil samples taken from the 
Captains Flat Station and Yard located at 1 Copper Creek Road, Captains Flat. 

The site has a long history as the former load out facility for the nearby Lake George Lead 
Ore Mine between 1939 and 1969.  

Some asbestos was also identified in surface soils along the Copper Creek rail embankment 
and in surface soils along the rail corridor. 

We have notified the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) as we are required to do. We 
have fenced the area to create an exclusion zone and installed warning signs. We recently 
engaged Queanbeyan–Palerang Regional Shire Council to spray seal the Copper Creek 
Road crossing and road surfaces in the nearby SES compound. This will prevent access to 
the contaminated soils and we will make sure this capping layer is maintained. 

Our next steps are to complete planning and environmental approvals for the proposed 
remediation. 

Community engagement 

Protecting the health and wellbeing of the community and the environment is our highest 
priority. We will keep you updated as we continue our planning.  

We will continue to engage with local stakeholders and Queanbeyan–Palerang Regional 
Shire Council to ensure the site remediation plan considers the needs of the local 
community. 

Voluntary Management Proposal 
In April 2022, we submitted an updated Voluntary Management Proposal to the EPA. This 
outlines the key stages in the remediation process. There were some delays in completing 
the Detailed Site Investigation due to the Site Auditor identifying data gaps in the draft 
report.  

We have now completed more investigations and are currently developing the site 
remediation plan. We are still planning to complete remediation work as planned in 
December 2023.   
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What happens next  

We are working with the Department of Regional NSW and Legacy Mines to remediate this 
site as part of their Lake George Lead Ore Mine remediation.  

We are developing a remediation option assessment to formalise the decision to remove 
and safely relocate the waste material to the former mine site. This will be followed by a 
detailed remediation action plan and planning approvals.  Legacy Mines is developing a 
heritage impact assessment.   

 
At this stage we plan to start remediation in mid-2023 and complete work by December 
2023. The remediation work will then be assessed by an EPA-accredited Auditor to ensure it 
complies with their strict standards.  

Further information 
Transport will keep you informed as planning continues. 
 
For more information about lead exposure, please see the NSW Health website. 
 
For more information about managing lead in the environment see the EPA website.  
 
For more information about asbestos exposure visit the NSW Health website. 
 

Contact us 
If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact our 
project team: 

 
1800 491 566 

 landassessment@transport.nsw.gov.au 

 transport.nsw.gov.au 

 
18 Lee Street, Chippendale NSW 2008  
PO Box K659, Haymarket NSW 1240 

 

If you need help understanding this information, please  
contact the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 
and ask them to call us on 1800 491 566. 
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Privacy Transport for NSW (“TfNSW”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy 
Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the delivery this project. The information received, including names 
and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be 
published. Otherwise we will only disclose your personal information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by us at 27 Argyle Street, 
Parramatta. You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect. 


