
Flora and fauna
Berry to Bomaderry upgrade Princes Highway upgrade

NOVEMBER 2013 REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

Threatened flora and fauna in the study area

Flora
No threatened flora species were recorded  
in the study area however, based on the proximity 
of previous records, habitat potentially exists  
in the study area for the following four threatened 
flora species:

•	 Illawarra Greenhood (Pterostylis gibbosa).

•	 Leafless Tongue Orchid  
(Cryptostylis hunteriana).

•	 Bauer’s Midge Orchid  
(Genoplesium baueri).

•	 Austral Toadflax (Thesium australe).

Endangered ecological communities
Three endangered ecological communities (EECs) 
listed under the Threatened Species Conservation 
Act, 1995 were found in the study area:

•	 River flat eucalypt forest. This community  
meets the criteria for the River Flat Eucalypt 
Forest on coastal floodplains of the NSW  
North Coast, Sydney Basins and South East 
Corner bioregions.

•	 South Coast Grassy Woodland, which is 
consistent with the Illawarra lowlands grassy 
woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion.

•	 Freshwater Wetlands on Coastal Floodplains 
of the New South Wales North Coast, Sydney 
Basin and South East Corner Bioregions.

Fauna
No threatened fauna species were recorded 
during field surveys. A total of 70 fauna species 
and 41 migratory species listed under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995,  
and/or the Environment Protection and  
Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999, or their 
habitat, have been previously recorded within  
10 kilometres of the study area. Previous surveys 
within the study area, as part of the wider 
Gerringong to Bomaderry Princes Highway 
upgrade program, identified eight threatened  
fauna species and four migratory species:

Threatened fauna species

•	 Glossy Black Cockatoo  
(Calyptorhynchus lathami).

•	 Yellow-bellied Sheathtail Bat  
(Saccolaimus flaviventris).

•	 Eastern Freetail Bat (Mormopterus norfolkensis).

•	 Grey-headed Flying-fox  
(Pteropus poliocephalus).

•	 Eastern Bentwing Bat  
(Miniopterus schreibersii oceanensis).

•	 Large-eared Pied Bat (Chalinolobus dwyeri).

•	 Southern Myotis (Myotis macropus).

•	 Greater Broad-nosed Bat (Scateanax rueppellii).

Migratory species

•	 White-bellied Sea-eagle  
(Haliaeetus leucogaster).

•	 Cattle Egret (Ardea ibis).

•	 Black-faced Monarch  
(Monarcha melanopsis).

•	 Rufous Fantail (Rhipidura rufifrons).

Aquatic species
No threatened aquatic flora and fauna species,  
or their habitats were recorded during field 
surveys. Three fish species or their habitat listed 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act, 1999, and five amphibian 
species listed under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act, 1995, are either known to  
occur or are likely to occur upstream and/or 
downstream of the study area.

Impact assessment
The proposal would have potential direct and 
indirect impacts to about 11.65 hectares of native 
vegetation. This would include 0.31 hectares of 
the River Flat Eucalypt Forest EEC, 1.27 hectares 
of the Illawarra Grassy Woodland EEC and 0.63 
hectares of the Freshwater Wetlands on Coastal 
Floodplains EEC.

The study area is already highly disturbed, 
containing only small limited patches of native 
vegetation. Some wildlife corridors associated  
with Jaspers Brush Creek and Wileys Creek  
would be potentially impacted by vegetation 
removal. The proposal would also have other 
impacts on terrestrial ecological values including:

•	 Habitat loss associated with the clearance  
of native vegetation.

•	 Increased mortality during vegetation  
clearance, operation and road kills.

•	 Increased weed invasion.

Safeguards and mitigation
Safeguards and mitigation measures would be 
implemented to minimise the impacts of the proposal:

•	 Preparing and implementing a  
vegetation management plan.

•	 Restoring, regenerating and rehabilitating  
areas of native vegetation.

•	 Fencing off areas of vegetation to be  
cleared to ensure clearing doesn’t extend 
beyond the fenced area.

•	 Designating and fencing off areas adjacent to 
stockpiles as environmentally sensitive areas.

•	 Undertaking targeted surveys prior to  
the commencement of construction.

•	 Locating site compounds away from  
waterways and other sensitive locations, 
whenever possible.

•	 Using fauna fencing, as appropriate,  
to guide fauna towards riparian corridors  
and to protect EECs and potential habitats  
of threatened species.

•	 Minimising disturbance to stream banks  
and streambeds wherever possible. 
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