
Princes Highway upgrade – Berry to Bomaderry       269 
Roads and Maritime Services 
Review of environmental factors 

6.8 Non-Aboriginal (historic) heritage 

This section provides an assessment of non-Aboriginal (historic) heritage and is supported by the 
Non-Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage Technical Paper (NOHC, 2013) which is provided at Appendix J.  
 

6.8.1 Methodology 

The study area for the non-Aboriginal heritage assessment includes the footprint of the proposal and 
a 200 metre buffer which includes the area required for the temporary construction ancillary facilities.  
 
Archaeological and historical data relevant to the proposal was reviewed to: 
 

 Determine if known historical sites were located within the study area. 

 Facilitate site prediction on the basis of known regional and local site patterns. 

 Place the proposal within an archaeological and heritage management context. 

 
Historical information reviewed included regional and local histories, heritage studies and theses, 
parish maps, newspaper articles, oral history reports, local museum displays and websites. Searches 
of relevant statutory and non-statutory heritage registers and schedules were undertaken in March 
2013. The registers and schedules that were searched for the assessments are listed in Section 2.1 
of the Non-Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage Technical Paper (NOHC, 2013). 
 
Consultation was undertaken with Shoalhaven City Council as all potentially impacted heritage items 
have a local level of heritage significance. Consultation with Shoalhaven City Council included: 
 

 Discussions regarding the status of unlisted items. 

 Updates regarding fieldwork progress and findings. 

 Submission of a draft report in accordance with Clause 14 of ISEPP.  

 
An archaeological field survey and inspection was undertaken over a period of three months 
(February to April 2009). Isolated and supplementary inspections were undertaken intermittently in 
2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013.  
 
The field assessment involved the inspection of standing structures, surface archaeological remains 
within the study area, and an assessment of the potential for subsurface archaeological material. A 
detailed methodology for archaeological survey and test excavations is provided in Chapter 2 of the 
Non-Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage Technical Paper (NOHC, 2013). 
 

6.8.2 Existing environment 

Historical context  

A summary of the historical context of the region is provided below. A detailed description is provided 
in Section 4 of the Technical Paper: Non-Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage (NOHC, 2013). 
 

Early exploration  

The Shoalhaven region was first crossed overland by survivors of the Sydney Cove and Cumberland 
shipwrecks in 1797. An expedition in 1805 by Lieutenant Kent of HMS Buffalo which involved 
overland exploration north of Jervis Bay confirmed the area was originally covered with rainforest, 
brush cedar, soft and hardwood and a variety of bushes, palms, vines and ferns. Independent cedar 
getters were in the Shoalhaven from at least 1811, with the first recorded cargo arriving in Sydney in 
December 1812.  
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Landward exploration began in early 1818, when Dr Charles Throsby and James Meehan set out 
from Sydney to find an overland route to Jervis Bay. The party reached Kangaroo Valley, crossed the 
Shoalhaven and reached Jervis Bay, but deemed the route impractical. An improved route was made 
in 1821, pioneered by Hamilton Hume and Charles Throsby through Tallaganda Shire, which was 
developed further in the 1840s.  
 

Development of the Berry Estate  

Alexander Berry and Edward Wollstonecraft started a business together as international merchants, 
and travelled to Sydney in 1819. Berry and Wollstonecraft were given land grants in the study area 
from 1822 onwards, which were used to pasture the stock that they had been given in lieu of debts. 
The land was located on the southern side of the Shoalhaven River between the Shoalhaven and 
Crookhaven Rivers, and the headquarters were located on the northern side at the foot of Mount 
Coolangatta. By 1843, historical maps indicate that Wollstonecraft, Berry and his brother David owned 
the majority of the study area, with more than 40,000 acres owned by the partners in 1863.  
 
The partners bought a ship to provide transport between Sydney and the Shoalhaven, and they also 
built a sloop and began draining the extensive swamps within their grants. On Wollstonecraft’s death 
in 1832, the property was passed to Alexander Berry who soon began to let farms on clearing leases 
within his estate, which facilitated the development of the Shoalhaven district.  
 
David Berry took charge of the estate in 1836 and inherited the estate when Alexander Berry died in 
1873. David further leased part of the estate lands to tenants. Following his death in 1889, the 
management of the estate passed onto (Sir) John Hay. David Berry allocated large amounts of his 
estate to the University of St. Andrews (Scotland) and to the endowment of a hospital at Berry, 
making it necessary for the sale of the estate. John Hay, the Trustees and others set about 
comprehensive improvements to the estate prior to its sale, including the reclamation of swamp 
areas.  
 

Development of settlements and townships  

Alexander Berry established a location for a township at “Bumaderry” in December 1859. The town’s 
location was based on the areas strategic position relative to the north-western position of the Berry 
Estate lands and the presence of higher ground on the north shore of the Shoalhaven River. Growth 
was slow within the township relative to downstream estate settlements and the northern settlement 
of Broughton Creek (Berry). The first sale of town lots was held on March 30 1892, and was officially 
named in 1893.  
 
Evolution of settlements within the study area appears to have been more organic, and focused 
initially around areas of prominent higher ground (such as spurs) with maritime access (Jaspers 
Brush) and natural clearings (Meroo Meadow). The development of Jaspers Brush and Meroo 
Meadow reflected the need of freehold and tenant farmers adjacent to the Berry Estate to form a 
focus for community life and services, including religious observance, education, a postal service and 
dairy infrastructure.  
 

Development of the dairy industry  

Alexander Berry was the first to establish a dairy on the South Coast. Within two years of his arrival, 
farm produce from the estate, including butter and cheeses were shipped to Sydney. Within 10 years, 
the dairying herd at Berry’s estate had increased in quantity and quality.  
 
Dairying was established as the chief industry in the Shoalhaven with the leasing of the Berry Estate 
to tenant farmers. Within the study area, several dairy factories were established in the late 1880s, 
when there was a general movement for the establishment of local butter factories or creameries. 
These included dairies at Jaspers Brush and Meroo Meadow. 
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In the late nineteenth century, the approach to dairying became increasingly scientific in the 
Shoalhaven, including the establishment of an experimental farm in 1899. The first milking machines 
in the Meroo district were installed in 1917 at the ‘Pomona’ dairy farm, and tractors were introduced in 
the 1930s and 1940s. Concrete silos were developed to store silage for the feeding of dairy herds. 
Silos are now redundant and mostly abandoned, however; they remain a persistent regional 
landscape feature.  
 

Development of the main road between Kiama and Bomaderry  

The first European established roads were most probably sawyer’s tracks, which allowed for the 
hauling of felled red cedar logs from hinterland forests to points of maritime access such as coastal 
ports and navigable streams. This would have likely commenced in conjunction with the first cedar 
harvesting in the Shoalhaven in 1812. Trails are likely to have followed terrain and gradients of least 
resistance, such as ridge and spur crests, and level ground of the valley floors and associated 
meadows. Centres of settlement became linked by informal trails as the cedar getting occupation 
extended beyond maritime access point. These informal trails developed into tracks with their 
continued use.  
 
An alternative to these tracks was a coastal track which informally developed to link the coastal 
settlements from Bulli to Kiama. The ‘track’ consisted of a series of headlands traverses. Creek, river 
and estuary mouths were a hazard that could be crossed depending on local conditions and the depth 
of sand barriers. In 1856, Alexander Berry privately constructed the Berry Estate Road across his 
lands from Gerringong to Broughton Creek (Berry) in 1856 and later to Bomaderry by 1858 (JME 
1951:81; Cousins 1948:105). The alignment of the Berry Estate Road established a transport corridor 
with many sections of the existing highway following this alignment. The general route of the current 
Princes Highway was declared the Main South Coast Road in 1906, and renamed the Princes 
Highway during a visit by the Prince of Wales in 1920.  
 
The late 1920s to 1930 saw the upgrading of the deviation of the highway which generally followed 
the current Meroo Road, resulting in the highway bypassing Bomaderry to the west. The present 
reinforced concrete highway bridge over Abernethys Creek (G2B H2) was constructed as part of 
these works in 1929.  
 
Tree plantings were established along the existing highway in the first half of the twentieth century 
within or adjacent to settlements. These often consisted of avenues with plantings on both sides of 
the road. Some of these have been actively maintained, with some present at Meroo Meadow (G2B 
H78), where the western side of an original avenue of pines remains, and between Meroo Meadow 
and Wileys Creek (G2B H5), where north and south-side plantings remain, including individual pines, 
silky oak, bunya pine, camphor laurel and Eucalyptus. There is evidence to suggest that the Pine 
trees close to the Meroo Union Church were planted in 1905 (Northern Star 29 July 1905).   
 

Literature and database review  

The review of archaeological and historical data and literature identified 10 heritage items within the 
study area. Of these items, five are listed on statutory registers and five are non-statutory listings. The 
five statutory listings include:  
 

 The Princes Highway Abernethys Creek bridge, listed on Roads and Maritime’s Section 170 
Heritage and Conservation Register (heritage item G2B H2).  

 Four items listed on the Heritage Conservation Schedule (Schedule 7) of the Shoalhaven Local 
Environmental Plan 1985, being:  

 The Meroo Meadow Union Church (heritage item G2B H3).  

 The former Meroo Meadow public school and schoolmasters residence, now the ‘Hotel 
Woodbyne’ (heritage item G2B H4).  

 The former Jaspers Brush public school and schoolmasters residence (heritage item G2B 
H44).  

 ‘Pomona’ a late nineteenth century dairy farm complex (heritage item G2B H46).   
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The Draft Shoalhaven Local Environmental Plan 2013 does not include any additional proposed 
listings relevant to the proposal.  
 
Three of the five non-statutory listings relate to landscape heritage values. These listings include the 
Berry District Landscape Conservation Area, Berry-Bolong Pastoral Landscape and the Berry 
Township Urban Conservation Area. The two remaining non-statutory listings are ‘Northcote’, an early 
twentieth century cottage which was the former site of the Jaspers Brush post office, and ‘Exeter’, a 
Victorian farmhouse and its silo, just north of Bomaderry.  
 
Additional details of these heritage recordings and their locations are provided in Table 6-48.  
 

Archaeological field survey 

Thirty-nine non-Aboriginal (historic) heritage field recordings were made within the study area (G2B 
H1 – H9, H44, H46, H66 – H92 and the SICPH CL). The locations of the recorded items are shown in 
Figure 6-37 and in Appendix A of the Technical Paper: Non-Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage at 
Appendix J.  
 
Eight of these recordings were not found to have heritage significance against the NSW Heritage 
Branch’s heritage assessment criteria (refer Section 6.8.3). The remaining 31 items were assessed 
as having non-Aboriginal heritage significance against the NSW Heritage Branch’s heritage 
assessment criteria and are classed as heritage items. These consist of:  
 

 Two remnants of the 1858/69 Berry Estate road between Bomaderry and Broughton Creek 
(Berry) (G2B H7 and 9). 

 One highway bridge (G2B H2). 

 Two public school buildings and associated residences (G2B H4 and 44). 

 One former 1880s public (tent) school site with potential to include archaeological deposits (G2B 
H91). 

 The site of the former Meroo Meadow Hall (G2B H67). 

 The Meroo Meadow Union Church (G2B H3). 

 A former agricultural water reservoir and pipeline easement constructed as part of the Berry 
Estate swamp reclamation scheme (G2B H81). 

 Ten former Berry Estate farms or unidentified buildings, five of which consist of only potential 
archaeological deposits from the Berry Estate era (G2B H73, 80, 88, 90 and 92). Five include 
standing farm buildings and structures which post-date the Estate and may include earlier 
potential archaeological deposits (G2B H76, 82, 83, 85 and 89). One substantially modified Berry 
Estate tenant farm building remains (G2B H83). 

 Six post Berry Estate farm houses, cottages or building complexes (G2B H1, 46, 66, 71, 77 and 
89). 

 The site of two former local Dairy Co. factories (G2B H68 and 75). 

 Three road side tree plantings (G2B H5, 78 and 86). 

 One cultural landscape, the SICPH CL. 

 
Of these heritage items, five are included on existing statutory heritage listings (G2B H2, H3, H4, H44, 
and H46). 
 
Archaeological test excavations were not carried out as part of this assessment as none of the sites 
with predicted archaeological potential within the study area were considered to have a potential level 
of significance which would necessitate in situ conservation or avoidance of impact.  
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Cultural landscape value 

Southern Illawarra Coastal Plain and Hinterland Cultural Landscape 

The proposal is located in the SICPH CL, which is a predominantly pastoral landscape of the coastal 
plain and basal slopes. The SICPH CL generally encompasses the Berry District Landscape 
Conservation Area listed by the National Trust, and is bounded by the Southern Illawarra Range in 
the north, Mount Pleasant in the east, Browns Mountain in the west and south to Greenwell Point. The 
National Trust has recognised the cultural, aesthetic and natural values of the landscape of the 
Southern Illawarra by defining the Berry District Landscape Conservation Area (BDLCA), which 
includes the coastline south of Kiama to Greenwell Point, the lower Shoalhaven River plain and the 
slopes leading up to the Illawarra Escarpment.  
 
The identification of the SICPH CL seeks to recognise the cultural heritage values of this area as a 
consequence of the interplay between cultural practice and the physical environment. The western 
portion of this precinct has been identified by Shoalhaven City Council as the Berry-Bolong Pastoral 
Landscape (Peter Freeman Pty Ltd 1988:44). The continuation of dairy farming across the region has 
contributed to the survival of the underlying nineteenth century and early twentieth century pastoral 
landscape.  
 
Despite the decline of many smaller villages and communities, changes in population density, the 
diminishing viability of small farms and the growth of rural subdivision, the region contains a 
fundamentally nineteenth century pastoral structure. These elements are aesthetically held together 
by the backdrop of the Southern Illawarra Range. The settlement, land use patterns and archaeology 
of the agricultural development of the Southern Illawarra are evident across this cultural landscape 
through the farmscapes, churches, public schools, nineteenth century plantings, a range of buildings, 
silos and drainage schemes.  
 
The northern end of the study area extends 400 metres into the buffer zone of the BTUCA, listed by 
the National Trust (NSW) in 2011. The listing recognises the historic development of the town, and its 
distinctive urban character set within a rolling agricultural landscape. The BTUCA listing incorporates 
three listing levels; a broad scale visual boundary, subdivision boundary and buffer zone.  
 

6.8.3 Assessment of potential impacts  

Significance assessment  

An item is considered to be of State (or local) heritage significance if, in the opinion of the Heritage 
Council of NSW, it meets one or more of the assessment criteria presented in Section 6.1 of the Non-
Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage Technical Paper at Appendix J. 
 
Of the 39 field recordings:  
 

 Eight have been found to fall below the significance thresholds defined within the assessment 
criteria. These are G2B H6, G2B H8, G2B H69, G2B H70, G2B H72, G2B H74, G2B H79 and 
G2B H84. These field recordings were not considered further with regards to potential impacts 
and safeguards and management measures associated with the proposal.  

 Eight cannot be given definitive assessments until the nature of the predicted archaeological 
deposits are confirmed through test excavation. These items have therefore been given indicative 
assessments of local context significance, subject to confirmation (G2B H73, G2B H75, G2B H80, 
G2B H88, G2B H89, H2B H90, G2B H91 and G2B H92).  

 The remaining 23 items are assessed as having heritage significance within a local context, 
according to one or more of the specified significance criteria.  

 
A detailed assessment of each site or item against the assessment criteria is presented in Appendix D 
of the Non-Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage Technical Paper at Appendix J.  
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Impacts on items of non-Aboriginal heritage significance  

Impacts to items of non-Aboriginal heritage significance can be broadly characterised as direct or 
indirect. A direct impact would occur when a development/activity results in the physical loss or 
change to a physical item. This could affect a place or item in part or as a whole. Indirect impacts 
would avoid direct impacts to a place or item of non-Aboriginal heritage significance, but would 
change its context or surroundings. This mostly occurs when a development/activity is located in 
relative proximity to the place or item, resulting in a change in the setting of that place or item. Indirect 
impacts may reduce the historical integrity of a place or item, and could compromise the interpretation 
or visual appreciation of the place or item.  
 
The potential impacts of the proposal on non-Aboriginal heritage items have been categorised in 
Table 6-48 in accordance with the following criteria:  
 
Impact category A A whole or complete degree of direct impact to a heritage item resulting in the 

physical loss of the item. This can be expected to occur in up to 100 per cent 
of the planned highway corridor, although there may be some limited potential 
for site remnants to survive in undeveloped areas or in some ancillary areas.  
 

Impact category B Partial or minor direct impact to heritage item(s). The resulting loss or 
reduction in heritage significance will depend on the nature of the item and the 
extent and scope of the physical impact. Included in this category are: 
instances where a proportion of the item will remain, impact to the defined 
curtilage of an item, and impact to a minor or small proportion of an item, such 
as the root stock of a heritage tree.  
 

Impact category C Indirect impacts, such as to the contextual and landscape values associated 
with an item. Typically this occurs when a development is now adjacent to, or 
closer to the item.  
 

Impact category D Indirect impact to items of movable heritage which could be moved to avoid 
direct impact and as a consequence lose contextual integrity. 
 

Impact category E 
No substantial impact. This category involves instances where the 
development would either: not pose an impact to a heritage item (direct or 
indirect), or any measurable impact was insignificant and did not reduce the 
heritage value or significance of the item. An example would be where a 
development occurs within the viewshed from an item, but does not obscure, 
remove or reduce the role of contextual or landscape components that 
contribute to the significance of the item. A further example would be where a 
development, close to an item, does not increase the level of impact that has 
already occurred from existing elements or actions.  

 
Of the 31 heritage items: 
 

 18 would not be directly impacted (impact categories c and e). 

 Eight would be, or would potentially be, partially impacted (impact category b). 

 Two would be, or would potentially be, wholly impacted (impact category a).  

 The extent of direct impact is not known for three items (impact category f).  

 
Of those 18 items not directly impacted, seven would be subject to indirect impacts relating to their 
landscape and/or visual contexts. All heritage items subject to direct and indirect impact have been 
assessed as being of a local scale of significance. A summary of the impact categories is provided in 
Table 6-48. 
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A Statement of Heritage Impact (SOHI) has been prepared for each of the impacted items (refer to 
Appendix E of the Non-Aboriginal (Historic) Heritage Technical Paper at Appendix J). Overall, 
impacts to items of non-Aboriginal heritage significance were found to be acceptable, subject to the 
implementation of safeguards and management measures described in Section 6.8.4.  
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Table 6-48 Summary of identified heritage items and potential impacts  

Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B H1 ‘Mount View’,  
Abernethys 
Lane 
Meroo Meadow 

Representative twentieth century 

farmhouse. 

Local  Indirect c Upgraded highway corridor boundary would 
encroach to within four metres of front 
veranda, and would remove most of the 
enclosure front garden, thus imposing a 
high degree of impact to the context of this 
house. 

G2B H2 Abernethys 

Creek Bridge 

Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Reinforced concrete bridge 

constructed in 1929. 

Local  Direct 
(whole) 

a Bridge cannot be retained as a functional 
upgrade component because it would not 
comply with flood level specifications or the 
new upgrade elevation. The bridge would 
be demolished. 

G2B H3 Meroo Union 

Church 

8 Boxsells Lane 

Meroo Meadow  

One of few remaining community 

buildings. Representative of a late 

nineteenth century Union church 

constructed in the Victorian Free 

Gothic Style. 

Local  No 
impact 

e Loss of mature pine trees along highway 
corridor in nearby areas would increase 
visual and aesthetic value of remaining pine 
plantings bordering church property. 

G2B H4 Former Meroo 

Meadow public 

schoolhouse 

and 

schoolmasters 

residence 

C385 and C395 

Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Late 1890s buildings are 

representative of turn of the 

(nineteenth) century, Victorian 

Georgian school architecture. The 

schoolhouse has a high degree of 

intactness and is largely unchanged 

since its closure in 1971. 

Archaeological deposits may survive 

on the property.  

Local  Indirect c Carriageway would be seven metres closer 
and existing vehicle entrance to property 
would be replaced by new driveway on an 
existing ramp. No direct impact to 
structures. No change to existing property 
boundaries required, however existing front 
garden (which acts as an open space 
curtilage around the buildings) occurs within 
current highway easement. The existing 
corridor boundary passes approximately 
one metre from the front wall of the 
schoolhouse, which introduces the 
possibility of construction activities occurring 
up to this distance from the building. 
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B H5 Avenue of 

planted road-

side trees 

Princes 

Highway  

(and Turners 

Lane) 

Meroo Meadow 

Representative plantings dating from 

the early to mid-twentieth century 

along the highway of the south. 

Includes numerous old growth trees 

with high aesthetic appeal. 

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b All trees along the northern side of the 
highway would need to be felled. However, 
the trees on Turners Lane and a majority of 
the trees on the southern side of the 
highway occur outside of the construction 
footprint for the proposal. This provides the 
potential for the retention of these trees 
within the highway road reserve, subject to 
safety requirements. Potential ancillary 
areas 9, 10 and 13 adjoin this site. 

G2B H7 Remnant portion 

of mid 

nineteenth 

century Berry 

Estate Road 

29 Strongs 

Road 

Jaspers Brush 

Rare example of a transport corridor 

that was locally historically important 

as a private road and the first main 

inland route that bypassed Seven Mile 

Beach. It has a strong association with 

the Berry Estate and has potential to 

contribute to an understanding of 

nineteenth century road construction 

and use. 

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b Impact would occur at eastern end of 
remnant. The remnant is small and this 
degree of impact would reduce heritage 
value substantially. 

G2B H9 Remnant portion 

of mid 

nineteenth 

century Berry 

Estate road 

20B Strongs 

Road  

Jaspers Brush 

Rare example of a transport corridor 

that was locally historically important 

as a private road and the first main 

inland route that bypassed Seven Mile 

Beach. It has a strong association with 

the Berry Estate and has potential to 

contribute to an understanding of 

nineteenth century road construction 

and use. 

Local  No 
impact 

e Proposal impact elsewhere would mean that 
this recording would be the only remaining 
remnant of this road, south and west of 
Berry. 
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B 
H44 

‘Hotel 

Woodbyne’ 

former Jaspers 

Brush public 

schoolhouse 

and residence 

4 O’Keefes 

Lane  

Jaspers Brush  

The former school has high social 

value as a previous focus for 

community activities, local history and 

its association with local identities. 

Potential archaeological deposits may 

remain within the grounds and along 

the adjacent creek bank. 

Local  Indirect c No significant change in distance to 
carriageway, minor change required to 
property boundary, potential visual impact 
through loss of bordering vegetation within 
the existing highway corridor.  

G2B 
H46 

‘Pomona’ 

C360 Princes 

Highway  

Meroo Meadow  

Dairy farm complex (including 

farmhouse and outbuildings), dating 

back to the sale of the Berry Estate. 

Strongly associated with the Muller 

family who continue to operate the 

dairy farm to this day.  

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b Existing entrance gateway would be directly 
impacted. Carriageway would be 13 metres 
closer and upgraded highway corridor 
boundary would encroach to within 
10 metres of farmhouse and approximately 
two metres within existing front garden 
enclosure.  

G2B 
H66 

‘Westbury’ 

B210 Princes 

Highway 

Berry 

Early twentieth century Victorian 

farmhouse and associated outbuildings 

have a substantial degree of intactness 

and are locally representative of a 

relatively large post Berry Estate farm. 

Local  Indirect c Carriageway would be four metres further 
away, however upgraded highway corridor 
boundary will include boundary plantings of 
mature camphor laurel trees, which would 
require removal. Potential ancillary area one 
adjoins the southern boundary of this site. 

G2B 
H67 

Site of former 

Meroo Meadow 

public hall 

Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Served as a focus for social and 

political life of the Meroo Meadow 

community and district for forty years. 

High degree of social value for 

community members.  

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b Carriageway would be seven metres closer, 
however upgraded highway corridor 
boundary would encroach 20 metres into 
site, leaving a six metre section of the 
remaining lot. 
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B 
H68 

Site of former 

Jaspers Dairy 

Co. and Jaspers 

Brush Dairy Co. 

factory 

25 Jaspers 

Brush Road  

Jaspers Brush 

Dairy factory which commenced 

operations in 1888, and was 

operational for 50 years. Its 

development and evolution was 

representative of the south coast 

industry as a whole. 

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b Minor direct impact would occur along the 
southern boundary of the lot within which 
the site is located. This would be the result 
of earthworks adjacent to Jaspers Brush 
Road. It is not known if any components of 
this site were/are situated along this 
boundary as the exact location is not 
known. 

G2B 
H71 

‘Fairview’ 

C480 Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Early twentieth century farmhouse, 

with heritage values associated with 

remaining outbuildings.  

Local  Indirect c Carriageway would be slightly further away, 
No change to property boundaries. Potential 
visual impact from loss of bordering 
vegetation in the highway corridor. Potential 
ancillary area 11 adjoins the eastern 
boundary of this site. 

G2B 
H73 

Site of former 

Berry Estate 

building 

complex 

26A Boxsells 

Lane 

Meroo Meadow 

This locality does not include a 

functioning farm and has therefore not 

been disturbed by latter occupation 

(apart from ploughing). 

Local  
Subject to 
confirmation 
through 
archaeological 
excavation 

No 
impact 

e No change to property boundary. 
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B 
H75 

Approximate 

site of former 

Meroo Meadow 

Dairy Co. 

factory 

May occur 

within Meroo 

Meadow at: 

 43 Fletchers 

Lane and 

 1003 and 

1028 Meroo 

Road 

The archaeological record has 

potential to provide information on the 

local emergence of the co-operative 

dairy industry and the evolution from 

local to centralised factories. 

 Direct* f The exact location of the factory is not 
known. The area within which the factory 
was probably situated includes the eastern 
side of the existing highway corridor, either 
side of Meroo Road. Despite minimal 
extension of the highway platform in this 
direction, this area would probably be 
impacted by construction works for the 
Tullian Creek bridge and nearby 
interchange works. The extension of the 
highway easement to include provision for a 
future upgrade of a south bound off ramp 
would encroach between 20 and 50 metres 
into the potential factory area.  
The presence of archaeological deposits is 
subject to confirmation.  

G2B 
H76 

‘Northcote’ 

25 Jaspers 

Brush Road 

Jaspers Brush  

Twentieth century farmhouse cottage 

with heritage values demonstrated in 

the remaining outbuildings.  

Local No 
impact 

e No change to property boundaries, distance 
to roads and upgrade works remains similar 
to present. 

G2B 
H77 

‘Exeter’ 

C265 Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Federation/Edwardian style farmhouse 

which retains its distinctive and original 

architectural character and design. 

Local  Indirect c Upgraded highway corridor boundary would 
encroach 35 metres into property adjacent 
to farmhouse. However this would be 100 
metres from the farmhouse. Farmhouse is 
locally elevated and the Meroo Road 
interchange, overpass and ramps would be 
visible 130 and 200 metres away. Potential 
ancillary area 15 adjoins the northern 
boundary of this site. 
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B 
H78 

Avenue of 

planted road-

side trees 

Princes 

Highway  

Meroo Meadow 

Alignment of pine trees is the remnant 

of an avenue, originally also present 

on the opposite side of the highway. 

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b Pine trees adjacent to the Meroo Meadow 
Union Church property and one tree on 
south side of Boxsells Lane would not be 
impacted. All other trees within this avenue 
would need to be felled. 

G2B 
H80 

Site of former 

Berry Estate 

tenant farm 

‘house’ 

B353 Princes 

Highway 

Jaspers Brush 

Remaining archaeological deposits 

may have potential to contribute to an 

understanding of the settlement and 

development of the Berry Estate and 

the Meroo Meadow/Jaspers Brush 

area. 

Local  Direct 
(whole)*

 
a** 
 

Construction footprint would extend 26 
metres into area which potentially contains 
archaeological remains. Upgraded highway 
corridor boundary extends 40 metres into 
same area, representing approximately 
three quarters of area of potential. Site 
location is approximate and the presence of 
archaeological deposits is subject to 
confirmation. 

G2B 
H81 

Agricultural 

earth dam and 

former 

associated 

pipeline 

easement 

B510 Princess 

Highway 

Jaspers Brush 

Formed part of the swamp reclamation 

program conducted across the Berry 

Estate lowlands in the 1890s. 

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b** 
 

No substantive impact to reservoir dam 
which would be 170 metres upslope of the 
upgraded highway corridor boundary. If a 
remnant section of the pipeline remains 
within/under, and/or to either side of the 
existing carriageway, then this would be 
impacted within the construction footprint 
which would extend 8 and 31 metres to the 
north and south (respectively) of the existing 
platform. 

G2B 
H82 

‘Silos Estate’ 

B640 and 

B640A Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Property which includes several items 

of heritage value, such as a remnant 

sandstone flagstone floor and 

undeveloped tenant farm buildings.  

Local  No 
impact 

e No significant change to boundaries or 
visual impact relative to heritage items. 
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B 
H83 

‘County Fair’ 

B680 Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Farm complex comprising a butchery, 

dairy and combined silo and covered 

feed stall of heritage significance.  

Local  No 
impact 

e No significant change to property 
boundaries or visual impact relative to 
heritage items. 

G2B 
H85 

‘Maylands’ 

1003 Meroo 

Road 

Meroo Meadow 

Archaeological remains of former 

nineteenth century tenant farm 

buildings. Also present is a former 

blacksmith shed which retains a 

considerable amount of its original 

fabric.  

Local  No 
impact 

e No change to property boundaries. 
Farmhouse is not elevated and is already 
screened from the highway by vegetation. 
Meroo Road interchange would be 215 
metres away and visible from property. 

G2B 
H86 

Road-side 

planted trees  

Meroo Road 

and Fletchers 

Lane 

Meroo Meadow 

This alignment of trees includes two 

large Bunya pines which contribute to 

the aesthetic values of the local and 

regional landscape. 

Local  No 
impact 

e These plantings would remain close to 
Meroo Road. The construction of an 
adjacent round-about would not necessitate 
tree removal.  

G2B 
H87 

[unnamed] 

farmhouse and 

dairy 

C190 Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

1920s farm complex associated with 

the locally prominent Abernethy family. 

Contains characteristics representative 

of 1920s structures.  

Local  Indirect c No significant change in distance to 
carriageway. 

G2B 
H88 

Site of former 

‘hut’ building, 

part of former 

Berry Estate 

‘Meroo Station’ 

26A Boxsells 

Lane 

Meroo Meadow 

Archaeological deposits, if present, 

may have potential to contribute to an 

understanding of the settlement and 

development of the Berry Estate and 

the Meroo Meadow area in particular. 

Local  Direct** f No change to property boundaries. Area of 
recording occurs partially within existing 
highway corridor and within adjacent 
property. Potential for direct impact to the 
portion within the existing corridor. Site 
location is approximate and the presence of 
archaeological deposits is subject to 
confirmation. 
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

G2B 
H89 

‘Jaspers Grove’ 

20A Strongs 

Road 

Jaspers Brush 

Archaeological deposits, if present, 
may have potential to contribute to an 
understanding of the settlement and 
development of the Berry Estate and 
the Jaspers Brush area in particular. 

Local  No 
impact 

e No significant change to position of Strongs 
Road carriageway. Property already 
substantially screened by vegetation. Site 
location is approximate and the presence of 
archaeological deposits is subject to 
confirmation. 
 

G2B 
H90 

Site of former 

Berry Estate 

‘Meroo Station’ 

homestead 

C395 Princes 

Highway 

Meroo Meadow 

Archaeological deposits, if present, 

may have potential to contribute to an 

understanding of the settlement and 

development of the Berry Estate and 

the Meroo Meadow area in particular. 

Local  No 
impact 

e No change to property boundaries. 

G2B 
H91 

Site of former 

‘Little Meadow’ 

Public (tent) 

School,  

15 Turners Lane 

Meroo Meadow 

Presence of archaeological remains 

unknown. Regardless of their 

presence, this locality has historical 

significance in demonstrating the 

development of public school sites in 

the late nineteenth century and the 

interrelation between the Berry Estate 

and Government authorities. 

Local  Direct** f Exact location of tent school is not known, 
however it is likely to have been close and 
parallel to the (1882) road formation. The 
proposed upgraded highway corridor 
boundary extends around 20 metres from 
the existing highway platform and there is 
potential for archaeological deposits to be 
situated within this area. The presence of 
archaeological deposits is subject to 
confirmation. 

G2B 
H92 

Site of former 
Berry Estate 
tenant farm 
buildings, 
(Pestells Lane) 
C265 Princes 
Highway 
Meroo Meadow 

Archaeological deposits, if present, 

may have potential to contribute to an 

understanding of the settlement and 

development of the Berry Estate and 

the Meroo Meadow area in particular. 

Local  No 
impact 

e Nearest upgrade works would be situated 
approximately 150 metres to the south east.  
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Site ID Heritage item Description Significance  Extent of 
impact 

Impact 
category 

Comments 

SICPH 
CL 

Southern 
Illawarra 
Coastal Plain 
and Hinterland 
Cultural 
Landscape 

Historically, it is locally significant in 

terms of its strong association with the 

local Aboriginal community.  

 

It is the only remaining such portion of 

the broader Illawarra cultural 

landscape that has not been 

substantially impacted by urban infill. 

As such it is also representative of its 

type and displays considerable 

research potential in terms of historical 

themes at local and State levels. 

Local  Direct 
(partial) 

b and c Impacts would include the visual and 
structural impact of the carriageway 
formation, cuttings, and visually obtrusive 
embankments, overpasses and ramps. 

*Extent of impact currently unknown 
**Potentially  



 

Princes Highway upgrade – Berry to Bomaderry       286 
Roads and Maritime Services 
Review of environmental factors 

Impacts to cultural landscape values  

The proposal would result in a modern structural component located within the existing landscape. 
The degree and severity of these components relative to the existing environment would vary 
according to the difference between the forms of the current highway and the proposal. The major 
components would be the introduction of dual carriageways, substantially increasing the width of the 
corridor, the introduction of elevated components at grade separated facilities and the half-
interchange, such as overpasses, on-ramps and off-ramps, and changes to noise and artificial light 
levels. The principal flood impact objective for the proposal is to provide a 100 year ARI flood immune 
highway. Abernethys Creek Bridge (G2B H2), which is listed on Roads and Maritime’s Section 170 
Heritage Register would not comply with the flood level specifications or the new upgrade elevation of 
the proposal, and as such, cannot be retained as a functional upgrade component of the proposal.  
 
The physical elements of the proposal would contrast with those of the existing landscape. This would 
occur in the following ways:  
 

 The vertical alignment of the proposal would be more gradual and incremental, with more 
widespread use of ramps, embankments and cuttings to maintain standard rates of climb and/or 
descent.  

 The inclusion of overpasses and approach ramps which would introduce elevated landscape 
features which may intrude or obstruct the quality of viewsheds to and from heritage items.  

 The supply of artificial lighting at selected areas along the proposal, including grade separated 
facilities and the half-interchange, which may interfere with the quality of viewsheds to and from a 
heritage item.  

 The width of the proposal corridor (including carriageways, ramps and associated road reserve) 
would vary between 50 metres and 250 metres with an average of 70 metres. This is in contrast 
to the existing highway corridor which can be less than 20 metres where not extended in 
anticipation of the proposal.  

 The proposal would create or accentuate its own topography of cuttings and embankments as 
required by the necessary horizontal and vertical alignment. As a consequence, the proposal 
would accentuate the character of the existing highway which runs contrary to the natural flow of 
ridges, valley orientation and slope contours.  

 

Aspects of the proposal which respect or enhance the cultural landscape values  

The proposal generally follows the alignment of the existing highway, which was constructed in the 
study area based on the original Berry Estate Road constructed for vehicles between Berry and 
Bomaderry. The main exception to this is the 1930 Bomaderry bypass (south of Meroo Road) and the 
traverse across the Jaspers Brush spurline. Constructing the proposal along the existing highway 
provides a degree of historical and functional integrity to the proposal – a modern manifestation of an 
original nineteenth century access and transport corridor.  
 
The design of the proposal was undertaken with the aim of minimising and ameliorating visual 
impacts. This included consideration of embankments, cuttings and elevation of the carriageway, 
minimising these where feasible and reasonable, in conjunction with the establishment of vegetation.  
 

Potential impacts of temporary construction ancillary facilities  

An analysis of the potential non-Aboriginal heritage impact of each potential temporary construction 
ancillary facility area is presented in Table 6-49. None of the potential ancillary areas include heritage 
recordings. In seven instances the potential ancillary areas are situated adjacent to a heritage 
recording (six of which are heritage items), and there are consequential risks of direct impact to tree 
root zones (areas 1, 10 and 11). In one case of an adjacent heritage recording (area 4), the recording 
is not a heritage item (G2B H69, ‘Amaroo Park’) and would be demolished because it is situated 
within the construction footprint of  the proposal.  
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There are three other instances where a potential temporary construction ancillary area is proposed 
adjacent, or close to, heritage recordings which would be directly impacted by the construction 
footprint. These are: area 5 (approximately 20 metres from G2B H7), and areas 9 and 13 (each are 
adjacent to the northern alignment of trees in G2B H5). 
 
There are four instances where the potential temporary construction ancillary areas are situated close 
to a heritage recording (all of which are heritage items). Close is defined as within 100 metres, but 
excluding recordings situated on the opposite side of the highway. These are areas 5, 8 and 17. Area 
5 has been discussed above, and in the remaining areas 8 and 17, the potential temporary 
construction ancillary facilities pose no risk of direct or indirect impact as the items are 50 metres or 
more away and constitute below-ground potential archaeological deposits. 
 
 
Table 6-49 Analysis of potential non-Aboriginal heritage impact of each potential temporary 

construction ancillary facility 

Area 
number 

Size 
(m

2
) 

Heritage 
recordings 
included within 
proposed 
ancillary area 

Heritage recordings 
adjacent or close to 
proposed ancillary area 

Potential for impact 

1 13657 None G2B H66 adjoins northern 
boundary of proposed 
ancillary area. 

Potential for direct impact to root 
zone of trees located within G2B 
H66 boundary. 

2 18313 None None None 

3 44344 None None None 

4 17364 None G2B H69 adjoins the 
northern boundary of 
proposed ancillary area. 

None, G2B H69 falls below the 
threshold for local heritage 
significance. This site would be 
directly impacted by the 
construction footprint of the 
proposal independent of any 
ancillary facilities or actions. 

5 11,047 None The eastern end of G2B 
H7 is situated 
approximately 20 metres 
south of the south-eastern 
corner of the proposed 
ancillary area. 

None, the eastern end of G2B 
H7 would be directly impacted 
by the construction footprint of 
the proposal independent of any 
ancillary facilities or actions. 

6 14,231 None None None 

7 17,801 None G2B H81 is situated 
approximately 50 metres 
upslope and to the north 
of the north-eastern 
corner of the proposed 
ancillary area. 

None 

8 8471 None G2B H80 is situated 
approximately 50 metres 
to the east of the eastern 
boundary of the proposed 
ancillary area. 

None 
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Area 
number 

Size 
(m

2
) 

Heritage 
recordings 
included within 
proposed 
ancillary area 

Heritage recordings 
adjacent or close to 
proposed ancillary area 

Potential for impact 

9 18,526 None G2B H5 adjoins the 
southern boundary of the 
proposed ancillary area. 

None, the portion of G2B H5 
situated north of the current 
highway would be directly 
impacted by the construction 
footprint of the proposal 
independent of any ancillary 
facilities or actions. 

10 12,666 None G2B H5 adjoins the 
northern boundary of the 
proposed ancillary area. 

Potential for direct impact to root 
zone of trees located near to 
northern boundary of proposed 
ancillary area. 

11 41,972 None G2B H71 adjoins the 
western boundary of the 
proposed ancillary area. 

Potential for direct impact to root 
zone of trees located within G2B 
H71 boundary. 

12 36,134 None None None 

13 31,139 None G2B H5 adjoins the 
southern boundary of the 
proposed ancillary area. 

The portion of G2B H5 situated 
north of the current highway 
would be directly impacted by 
the construction footprint 
independent of any ancillary 
facilities or actions. 

14 15,609 None None None 

15 22,507 None G2B H77 adjoins the 
south-western boundary 
of proposed ancillary 
area. 

No potential for direct impact 
because the adjoining portion of 
G2B H77 consists of potential 
archaeological deposits and the 
standing remains of a concrete 
silo. The heritage item boundary 
includes a sufficient buffer to 
protect these features. 

16 7482 None None None 

17 2648 None G2B H92 is situated 
approximately100 metres 
to the north-west of the 
proposed ancillary area. 

None 
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Residual impacts  

Following the implementation of safeguards and management measures, the proposal would have 
residual impacts on the SICPH CL. These would include:  
 

 Disturbance to, loss and truncation of, landscape elements due to the physical placement of the 
proposal.  

 The addition of major engineered landscape components in the form of a consistently graded and 
angled road platform associated with bridges, cuttings and embankments.  

 Increased visual intrusion of the proposal into views of, and across, the landscape.  

 Disturbance to and truncation of the built environment and landscape elements due to the 
physical placement of the proposal. These include the front yards and gardens of farmhouses, 
fencelines and field systems, riparian vegetation and road alignments.  

 
Impacts on the SICPH CL and landscape setting of Berry currently occur in settings which are already 
impacted by the existing highway corridor, and thus represent further or incremental impacts of types 
already present.  
 
With the effective implementation of these safeguards and management measures, it can be 
concluded that the residual impacts of the proposal on the SICPH CL would be acceptable when 
weighed against the benefits and objectives of the proposal.  
 
 

6.8.4 Safeguards and management measures  

Safeguards and management measures would be implemented to avoid, minimise or manage 
impacts to non-Aboriginal heritage as a result of the proposal. These measures are identified in Table 
6-50 and summarised in Section 7.2.  
 
 
Table 6-50 Safeguards and management measures  

Potential 

impact 

Safeguards and management measures  Responsibility  Timing 

Construction  

General 

construction 

impacts 

Follow the Standard Management Procedure – 

Unexpected Archaeological Finds (RMS, 2012), or a 

Roads and Maritime approved revised version, in the 

event that unexpected heritage/archaeological finds 

are encountered during construction of the proposal.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

construction 

contractor  

Construction 

 Include heritage awareness, including requirements 

specific to the proposal, in the site induction training 

for proposal staff.  

Construction 

contractor  

 

Construction 

 

 Subject to stakeholder agreement, lodge any non-

Aboriginal artefact materials recovered during 

archaeological or construction related excavations 

with either the Berry Museum (Berry and District 

Historical Society) or Nowra Museum (Shoalhaven 

Historical Society), depending on the location and the 

nature of the finds. The material will be appropriately 

inventoried and accompanied by supporting 

documentation.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 
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Potential 

impact 

Safeguards and management measures  Responsibility  Timing 

 Prepare and implement a Heritage Interpretation Plan 

(HIP). The HIP would contain:  

 An archival recording strategy for items where 
direct impacts are unavoidable. The strategy 
would include creating a documentary and 
photographic record of items, which would act as 
a form of information recovery and can be used 
as a reference in the future.  

 A site interpretation strategy for the management 
of sites where archaeological excavation may be 
required. Where appropriate the strategy may 
include options such as physical memorials, 
interpretive signage, printed, internet and/or 
electronic media, and supportive local museum 
displays.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

 Establish no-go zones between construction zones 
and sites G2B H1, G2B H3, G2B H4, G2B H5, G2B 
H7, G2B H44, G2B H46, G2B H66, G2B H68, G2B 
H75, G2B H78, G2B H80, G2B H86, G2B H88 and 
G2B H91.  The no-go zones would prevent impacts to 
areas or items with heritage value which are situated 
close and adjacent to the proposal, or constitute 
remnants of partially impacted sites. If temporary 
fencing is not practical at some heritage sites, adopt 
an alternate strategy to demarcate the boundaries of 
the no-go areas.  

Construction 

contractor 

Construction 

Impacts to 

heritage items 

within 

potential 

temporary 

construction 

ancillary 

facility sites 

Where the root zone of trees located on heritage sites 
(G2B H5, G2B H66 and G2B H71) extend into 
adjacent ancillary areas (ancillary areas 1, 10 and 
11), demarcate the likely root zone of those trees as 
‘no-go’ areas. 

Construction 

contractor 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

Direct impacts 

to road 

infrastructure  

Prior to construction, carry out archival recordings for 

heritage items G2B H2 and G2B H7.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction  

 Notify the Heritage Council of NSW at least 14 days 

prior to the removal of item G2B H2 (Abernethys 

Creek Bridge) from Roads and Maritime’s Section 

170 Heritage Register  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager  

Construction  
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Potential 

impact 

Safeguards and management measures  Responsibility  Timing 

Direct impacts 

to buildings 

and structure 

In accordance with the HIP for the proposal, carry out 

test excavations to determine the presence and 

nature of archaeological deposits, and any further 

management strategies for the following heritage 

items:  

 ‘Pomona’ Homestead, Meroo Meadow (G2B 
H46). 

 Site of former Jaspers Dairy Co. and Jaspers 
Brush Dairy Co. Factory, Jaspers Brush (G2B 
H68).  

 Approximate site of former Meroo Meadow Dairy 
Co. factory, Meroo Meadow (G2B H75).  

 Site of former Berry Estate tenant ‘house’, 
Jaspers Brush (G2B H80).  

 Site of former Meroo Station hut building, Meroo 
Meadow (G2B H88).  

 Site of former Berry Estate tenant farm buildings, 
Meroo Meadow (G2B H92).  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

specialist 

heritage 

consultant  

 

Pre-

construction 

 

 Further management strategies, if required, could 

include salvage excavation and/or the provision of 

site interpretation in accordance with the HIP.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

specialist 

heritage 

consultant  

Pre-

construction 

 

 ‘Pomona’ Homestead (G2B H46). 

 Conduct an archival recording of the entrance 
gateway prior to construction impact.  

 Disassemble and reconstruct the entrance 
gateway at a new location, to be determined in 
consultation with the owner.  

 The reconstructed gateway should be as close to 
the original as is feasible and reasonable.  

 If feasible and reasonable avoid impacts to the 
front garden and yard. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

 Former Meroo Meadow public hall (G2B H67) 

Commemorate and interpret this site in an 

appropriate form and method in accordance with the 

HIP for the proposal.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

 Depending on the results of further research and 

archaeological investigations, where reasonable and 

warranted, interpret the sites G2B H68, G2B H75, 

G2B H80, G2B H81, G2B H88 and G2B H91 in an 

appropriate form and method in accordance with the 

HIP for the proposal. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 
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Potential 

impact 

Safeguards and management measures  Responsibility  Timing 

Impacts to 

potential 

archaeological 

deposits 

All subsurface archaeological investigations will be 

undertaken in accordance with a Section140 

excavation permit (under the Heritage Act 1977), 

which will be required for the proposal. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

 

Pre-

construction 

 

 Site of former Jaspers Dairy Co. and Jaspers Brush 

Dairy Co. Factory, Jaspers Brush (G2B H68) and Site 

of former Meroo Station hut building, Meroo Meadow 

(G2B H88). 

 Where feasible and reasonable avoid direct 
impact to the area of G2B H88 and to the land to 
the north of the current Jaspers Brush Reserve 
easement (Part of G2B H68).  

 If impact is not avoidable conduct an 
archaeological test excavation in the areas of 
anticipated impact within sites G2B H88 and G2B 
H68, prior to construction impact.  

 Based on the findings of the test excavation, any 
further necessary management actions such as 
salvage excavation should be conducted prior to 
construction impact. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

 

Pre-

construction 

 

 Approximate site of former Meroo Meadow Dairy Co. 

factory, Meroo Meadow (G2B H75). 

 Conduct a program of archaeological test 
excavation to determine the presence and nature 
of any archaeological deposits within the portion 
of the proposal area which occurs within site G2B 
H75. Test excavation is not required if any 
additional historical analysis undertaken prior to 
construction determines that the factory is 
located outside of the proposal area.  

 Based on the findings of the test excavation 
program, any further management actions such 
as salvage excavation and/or the provision of site 
interpretation would be conducted prior to the 
commencement of construction.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

 

Pre-

construction 

 

 Site of former Berry Estate tenant ‘house’, Jaspers 

Brush (G2B H80), agricultural earth dam and former 

associated pipeline, Jaspers Brush (H81) and site of 

former ‘Little Meadow’ Public (tent) School (G2B 

H91).  

 Conduct a program of archaeological test 
excavation within the potentially impacted 
portions of sites G2B H80, G2B H81 and G2B 
H91 to determine the presence and nature of any 
archaeological deposits, and any required 
management strategies.  

 Based on the findings of the test excavation, any 
further management actions such as salvage 
excavation and/or site interpretation are to be 
conducted prior to construction impact.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager  

 

Pre-

construction  
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Indirect 

impacts to 

buildings and 

structures 

Implement urban design initiatives to minimise the 

visual and contextual impacts of the proposal in 

relation to viewsheds, noise and artificial light to and 

from heritage items, including G2B H1, G2B H4, G2B 

H44, G2B H46, G2B H66, G2B H71, G2B H77 and 

G2B H87. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

construction 

contractor 

 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

 

 Meroo Meadow Public Schoolhouse and residence 

(G2B H4). 

Define and fence off a no-go area in front of the 

buildings. The downslope extent of the no-go area 

should be as large as reasonably practicable. Retain 

a portion of the road reserve adjacent to G2B H4 as 

an open space curtilage in front of the heritage 

buildings. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

construction 

contractor 

 

Pre-

construction 

 ‘Hotel Woodbyne (G2B H44) and ‘Fairview’ (G2B 

H71). 

Maintain or replace visual barrier between the 

proposal and the heritage items G2B H44 (‘Hotel 

Woodbyne’, Jaspers Brush) and G2B H71 (‘Fairview’, 

Meroo Meadow) with appropriate planting of 

vegetation along the proposal.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and  

construction 

contractor 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

 ‘Mount View’ Meroo Meadow (G2B H1). 

Undertake all feasible and reasonable measures to 

minimise the loss of open space on the eastern side 

of the buildings. Maintain this space as an effective 

curtilage between the building and the construction 

footprint of the proposal.   

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

construction 

contractor  

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction  

 

Impacts to 

tree plantings 

Tree plantings, Meroo Meadow (G2B H5). 

 Minimise direct impacts to old growth tree 
plantings on the southern side of the proposal.  

 Undertake archival recordings of the whole tree 
planting group prior to direct construction impact.  

 Replace felled trees with new plantings using the 
same or similar tree species in an appropriate 
and safe location and configuration. This would 
maintain or restore and support the landscape 
character and heritage values of the plantings.  

 Avoid direct impacts to the trees on Turners 
Lane. This area, including the root zones of the 
trees, is to be fenced off and designated as a no-
go zone. 

 Conduct dendro-chronological analysis of trunk-
section samples from select felled trees in each 
group of tree plantings impacted by the proposal.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

construction 

contractor 

 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 
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 Tree plantings, Meroo Meadow (G2B H78). 

 Avoid direct impacts to the trees adjacent to the 
Meroo Union Church (part of G2B H78), and the 
single pine on the south side of Boxsells Lane 
(part of G2B H78). These areas, including the 
root zones of the trees, are to be fenced off and 
designated as no-go zones. 

 Undertake archival recordings of tree plantings 
prior to construction.  

 Define no-go areas around trees to be retained, 
particularly around Meroo Union Church and on 
the opposite side of Boxsells Lane, where 
possible.  

 Conduct dendro-chronological analysis of trunk-
section samples from select felled trees in each 
group of tree plantings impacted by the proposal.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

construction 

contractor 

 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction  

 

 Tree plantings (G2B H86). 

 Define and fence off no-go areas around tree 
plantings within G2B H86 to avoid direct impacts 
throughout construction.  

Construction 
contractor 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction  

 ‘Westbury’ (G2B H66). 

 Where feasible and reasonable retain the 
Camphor Laurel trees on either side of the  
driveway.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager and 

construction 

contractor 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

 Where feasible and reasonable, the construction and 

finishing of the proposal corridor, including 

embankments and cutting faces would be undertaken 

in such a way to minimise and ameliorate adverse 

visual impacts, and facilitate the re-establishment of 

vegetation. This would be undertaken in a manner 

consistent with the Urban Design and Landscape 

Concept Plan, which is detailed in the Technical 

Paper: Urban Design,, Landscape Character and 

Visual Impact Assessment at Appendix H.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

 Establish new plantings in areas where existing 

heritage tree plantings would be directly impacted by 

the proposal. The new plantings would aim to 

maintain, restore and/or support the landscape 

character and heritage values of the existing tree 

plantings along the proposal and would be consistent 

with the Urban Design And Landscape Concept Plan, 

which is detailed in the Technical Paper: Urban 

Design Landscape Character and Visual Impact 

Assessment at Appendix H. The type and variety of 

plantings used should seek to replicate those felled 

and/or be locally prominent. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 
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 Establish appropriate forms of vegetation along the 

proposal corridor and adjacent areas to assist in 

mitigating broad-scale landscape and visual impacts 

of the proposal corridor.  

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

 Carry out vegetation plantings with an awareness of 

maintaining important vistas from the road corridor, 

and the use of vegetation boundaries and alignments 

which conform to the rectangular patchwork of the 

surrounding landscape. This would serve to break up 

or scatter the dominant curvilinear character of the 

proposal. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

Impacts to 

cultural 

landscape 

values, 

including the 

SICPH CL 

Where appropriate incorporate artistic elements in 

structures adjacent to the carriageway. This could 

include the use of designs derived from local cultural 

heritage themes, particularly at locations in close 

association to places/items of significance. 

Roads and 

Maritime project 

manager 

Pre-

construction 

and 

construction 

Operation 

General 

construction 

impacts 

Consider entering all heritage items which would 

remain in whole, or in part, within the easement of the 

proposal following the completion of construction, on 

Roads and Maritime’s Section 170 Heritage and 

Conservation Register(s). This would likely include 

heritage items G2B H5, G2B H7, G2B H67, G2B 

H78, G2B H80, G2B H86 and G2B H88. 

Roads and 

Maritime – 

Environment 

Branch 

 

Operation 

 

 




