
Alliance formed to build Barton duplication
Transport for NSW has formed an alliance with 
Seymour Whyte Constructions and SMEC to design 
and construct the initial duplication work from the 
ACT border towards Murrumbateman. 

The initial duplication section is expected to reach 
Kaveneys Road and includes an intersection upgrade 
at this location.

Early work is already under way to relocate underground 
services that must be moved before construction can 
start. It is anticipated that construction on the duplication 
will start on site by the end of the year. 

The Australian and NSW governments are funding the 
$100 million upgrade project. The Australian Government 
has committed a further $100 million towards the project, 
subject to further planning.
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The first stage of duplication on the Barton Highway is moving closer to starting construction



Detailed design
The detailed design for the first stage of the Barton Highway 
duplication is expected to be finalised by January 2021. 

Elements of the detailed design are on track to be 
completed by the end of the year, allowing work to start 
on site establishment, fencing and salvage work. Work has 
already started to relocate Telstra utilities along the project 
corridor with further power and Optus utility relocation 
to start before the end of the year, creating up to 35 jobs.

During the detailed design process, the alliance will 
collaborate with the construction team, Transport for 
NSW, stakeholders, community and numerous discipline 
specialists to share their expertise on earthworks, 
structures, utilities, drainage and the environment.

Workshops will be regularly conducted throughout the 
entire design process covering environmental risks, 
safety in design, constructability and value management.

You spoke, we listened
We are always interested in hearing from our 
community members about our projects.

In February 2020 we invited public feedback on 
the Review of Environmental Factors (REF) for 
the first stage of the Barton Highway duplication. 

Meet the Alliance
The Barton Highway Project Alliance Agreement will 
see contractors Seymour Whyte Constructions and 
SMEC partner with Transport for NSW to design and 
construct the initial length of the Barton Highway 
duplication. The work is expected to reach and include 

Kaveneys Road intersection. The alliance model means 
stage one can be delivered faster and more efficiently 
to the community, delivering greater value for money 
with a longer length of duplication and innovative 
technical solutions.
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In response to the considered and constructive submissions 
received by the community, we have made a key design 
improvement and added a dedicated right-hand turning 
lane on the highway at the Kaveneys Road intersection. 

This new turning lane will make it safer and quicker 
for road users to exit the Barton Highway.

Read the feedback received in our submissions 
report on our Barton Highway project page at 
rms.nsw.gov.au/bartonhighway. 

Planning for the next stage
Work is already in progress behind the scenes for the next 
stage of the Barton Highway duplication, which is being 
progressed under the Roads of Strategic Importance 
initiative. This next stage will continue the duplication 
from the end of stage one towards Murrumbateman.

Environmental surveys will be completed by the end of 
the year for threatened flora and fauna species in the area. 

The scope of work for geotechnical investigations is currently 
being finalised, with workers expected to be out in the field 
in early 2021. These investigations will examine the physical 
properties of soil for the proposed highway structure.

During this time we will also carry out potholing 
investigations to identify underground utility services.

The alliance management and project team

https://rms.nsw.gov.au/barton


PROJECT PLANNING

BARTON HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY

BARTON HIGHWAY BUSINESS CASE

CONCEPT DESIGN

REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

SUBMISSIONS REPORT RELEASED

AWARD OF CONTRACT 

COMPLETION OF DETAILED DESIGN

CONSTRUCTION STARTS ON FIRST STAGE

OPEN TO TRAFFIC

WE 
ARE 

HERE

Project timeline

Murrumbateman 
safety improvements
We listened to your concerns on pedestrian and cyclist 
safety in Murrumbateman and have updated existing 
footpaths to provide a wider and safer shared path.

Crossing the Barton Highway from Jones Park is now 
safer with the installation of a new safety fence to 
guide pedestrians to the traffic island on the highway, 
making it safer to access local shops. 

We are focused on improving safety for pedestrians in 
Murrumbateman and have rolled out a safety program 
reminding all pedestrians to ‘Look out before you step out’. 

Look Out stickers have been installed throughout the 
village and are a visual reminder to avoid distractions 
when crossing local roads.

Six London plane trees planted along the memorial avenue Safer pedestrian access from Jones Park to local shops

Plantings improve village gateway
The avenue of London plane trees on the eastern side 
of the Barton Highway, which provides a warm welcome 
to all travellers to Murrumbateman village, has been 
improved with the addition of six advanced trees.

Five London plane trees have been planted in identified 
gaps within the avenue, while the sixth has been planted 
as a replacement for the tree removed from the entrance to 
the Murrumbateman recreational grounds in early October. 

The entrance to the recreation grounds, including the 
positioning of the tree in the middle of the road, had been 
identified by Murrumbateman residents as a safety hazard.

The project to upgrade the intersection with clearly 
marked entry and exit lanes and easy-to-follow 
directional signage to improve safety and traffic 
flow was endorsed by Yass Valley Council.

We welcome your feedback on 1800 931 250 or 
barton.highway@transport.nsw.gov.au

Your safety is our priority
Transport for NSW has received feedback from 
the community about their safety concerns on the 
Barton Highway, which highlighted the need for 
various safety upgrades to the existing highway 
before the duplication project is completed.

We consider road safety a top priority and, as such, 
have implemented several safety upgrades over the past 
18 months to ensure a safer, more reliable journey for all 
users while we build towards the full highway duplication. 
This includes bus stop improvements, intersection 
upgrades and safety improvements in Murrumbateman.

We will continue discussions with Yass Valley Council 
and local stakeholders to ensure the best results for the 
Barton Highway upgrade.

mailto:barton.highway%40transport.nsw.gov.au?subject=


Upcoming campaign to 
target tailgating
Motorists travelling the Barton Highway in the coming 
weeks will be encouraged to say “Yeah…NAH” to 
speeding. The newly installed electronic message boards 
on the Barton Highway will be put to good use by 
displaying safety messages. 

Tailgating and speeding are two of the biggest community 
concerns when it comes to safety along this busy highway.

Unfortunately, some drivers forget that learner and 
provisional P1 drivers must not drive faster than 90 km/h. 
This lowered speed limit is for the safety of new drivers 
and others on the road. 

However, some drivers react by driving too close behind 
these slower vehicles, causing stressful conditions 
for drivers and often leading to risky overtaking 
and speeding.

• From 2014 to 2018 there were 49 crashes on the 
Barton Highway. 

• Forty-one of these (83.7%) happened in 100 km/h zones.

• Fifteen (30.6%) were caused by rear-end crashes. 

Remember the faster you go, the longer it takes to stop. 

The typical stopping distance when travelling at 30 km/h 
on a reasonable road surface is 19 metres, while at the 
slightly faster speed of 40 km/h the stopping distance is 
28 metres.

If you are driving at 50 km/h it will take you 38 metres 
to stop, but at 60 km/h that increases to 58 metres. 
Even a small difference in vehicle speed can make a 
large difference to the danger of serious injury. 

For more information, visit towardszero.nsw.gov.au.

Be the first to know
We will continue to liaise with the community during 
the construction and operation phases of the Barton 
Highway duplication. 

Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.

If you want to stay updated and be the first to hear new 
announcements, you can subscribe to email updates to 
stay informed about work on the Barton Highway.

To register your details, contact the project 
team on 1800 931 250 (toll free) or email 
barton.highway@transport.nsw.gov.au.

Building road infrastructure is disruptive and takes time. 
Thank you for your patience. 

Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more 
information about the Barton Highway upgrade 
please contact our project team:

  1800 931 250 (toll free)

  barton.highway@transport.nsw.gov.au

  PO Box 484, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

  rms.nsw.gov.au/barton

If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 1800 931 250.

*Typical stopping distances when driving
on a reasonable road surface

The faster you go,
the longer it takes to stop

30 19m

28m

38m

58m

40

50

60

Privacy Transport for NSW (“Transport”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply 
with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the delivery 
this project. The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication 
is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise Transport will only disclose your personal information, 
without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by Transport at 27 Argyle Street, Parramatta. You have the right to 
access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.
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