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Background
Snug Cove is located in the coastal town of Eden on the South Coast of 

NSW situated between two major cities Sydney and Melbourne. 
It sits within Twofold Bay, the most southern deep-water port in NSW, 

and has the third deepest natural harbour in the Southern Hemisphere, 
making it ideal for large vessels. 

Eden is known as one of the most premier whale watching locations in 
Australia and has a proud reputation as a natural paradise.
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In June 2014, Transport for NSW announced the Eden Safe Harbour Project, 
which included the construction of a Wave Attenuator to protect Snug Cove from 
extreme wind and wave conditions. 
The wave attenuator is currently under construction and is due to be completed in 
Q1 2023.
The wave attenuator will:
•  Provide a safe harbour for vessels to anchor or moor in the lee of the wave

attenuator in Snug Cove

• Reduce damage to vessels associated with extreme wind and wave conditions
that are occasionally experienced in Snug Cove

• Provide an all-weather safe haven for sailing vessels and motor cruisers
navigating the NSW coast with associated benefits to local tourism

• Facilitate development of a commercial marina for recreational vessels in
Snug Cove

Eden Safe Harbour

Ongoing investment

Port Authority NSW officially opened 
the Eden Welcome Centre in 2021, 
heralding the beginning of a new era for 
tourism in Eden and the Sapphire Coast.

The centre was opened by then NSW 
Minister for Transport and Member for 
Bega, Andrew Constance and Minister 
for Tourism, Stuart Ayres. The Eden 
Welcome Centre provides a warm 
community welcome to up to 100,000 
visiting cruise passengers each year.

Designed by award-winning firm, Cox 
Architecture, the Eden Welcome Centre 
spans approximately 1000m2 over 2 
floors.

Celebrating the town’s main industries 
of fishing, forestry and tourism, the 
building is intended to act as a symbol 
of Eden’s past and its future and has 
encompassed features from Eden’s rich 
maritime and fishing industry.

Eden Welcome Centre
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A $44 million wharf extension was completed in August 2019 enabling cruise ships to 
berth alongside Snug Cove, rather than anchoring in Twofold Bay and disembarking 
passengers ashore by boat.

Passenger vessels up to 325 metres in length are now able to berth alongside the 
upgraded wharf, increasing visitation for existing vessel operators and creating future 
opportunities for new vessel operators.

Eden is expected to experience an increase in visitation of cruise ships and opportunities 
for local businesses to grow as a result of the extended wharf. The upgraded wharf is 
predicted to drive $48.4 million in regional economic growth, as well as creating more 
than 80 jobs in the tourism, hospitality and stevedoring industry.

Port Authority NSW estimates that cruise ship passengers spend around $390 per day 
on shore. Based on the upcoming cruise schedule, Snug Cove can expect:

• 36 cruise ships with 80,000 passengers in FY2022-FY2023
• 46 cruise ships with 90,000 passengers in FY2023-FY2024

Eden Cruise Wharf

Port Authority NSW is proposing 
to modify the existing Eden Cruise 
Wharf to allow for larger cruise ships 
and other vessels. This will open up 
opportunities for further investment 
in the local economy and boost 
tourism. It will respond to ongoing 
demand from the cruise and shipping 
industries and the Royal Australian 
Navy, including larger cruise ships, to 
use the Eden Cruise Wharf.

Proposed modifications include:

• Increase the size of cruise ships
allowed to visit Eden to include
vessels which can carry up to
6,780 passengers and 2,300 crew

• Allow vessels to remain at berth
24 hours a day, seven days a week

• Remove the current restriction
of 60 vessels visits per annum to
unlimited
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Port Authority NSW are proposing modifications to allow an unrestricted number of 
vessels to visit Eden Cruise Wharf

Port Authority NSW are proposing modifications to increase the size of cruise ships 
allowed to visit Eden to a max length of 370m and 2,300 crew (approx. 6000 guests)



Originally adopted in 2005 and amended in December 2013, the 
Snug Cove Master Plan was prepared under a partnership agreement 
between the Bega Valley Shire Council and the Department of 
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources.  
It guides future development proposals.

The activities set out in the plan include:

Purpose of this Expression of Interest
Transport for NSW is seeking Expressions of Interest (EOI) from applicants with the vision, experience, 
capability and capacity to develop and operate a mixed-use marina development in partnership with 
Government on land within the Snug Cove Maritime Precinct.

The mixed-use marina development the subject of this EOI is expected to include a wet berth marina 
accommodating commercial and recreational vessels, marina operations facilities, boat repair and 
maintenance facilities, boat refuelling and pump-out facilities, commercial, retail, food and beverage 
and short-term accommodation as well as public domain and car parking. 

This call for Expressions of Interest is the first stage of a two-stage procurement process. Applicants 
shortlisted following this EOI stage will be invited to participate in stage 2 – Request for Proposals.

Future state of the Precinct
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Contact details
Email: snugcovemaritimeprecinct@transport.nsw.gov.au
Telephone: 1800 497 190

Scan the QR code to visit the project webpage and learn more

Snug Cove Maritime Precinct Mixed-use Marina Development Market Engagement




