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The NSW Government is delivering major improvements to maritime infrastructure 
and facilities across the state to help the boating and wider community safely 
access, use and navigate our rivers and coastal waters.

In November 2020, the NSW Government announced $5 million of maritime 
stimulus funding to upgrade the Port Macquarie southern breakwall. We are 
now seeking your feedback on the proposal. Consultation is open until 
Friday, 1 July 2022. 

Port Macquarie breakwalls.  Image supplied by Alex McNaught, Roving-Eye.com Photography
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Image taken from 3D animation which shows the footpath width

Image taken from 3D animation that shows the breakwall head

Background
The Port Macquarie breakwalls were installed 
to provide a safe navigable boat entrance and 
maintain the current river mouth entrance. 

The southern breakwall is a popular spot for locals 
and tourists, with colourful graffiti rocks along 
the breakwall and views of the Hastings River 
and Town Beach. 

The current southern breakwall infrastructure requires 
maintenance and upgrading to ensure its longevity, 
and meet current safety and accessibility standards 
for this critical maritime infrastructure. 

Transport for NSW has been appointed as the 
Crown Land Manager for maritime infrastructure 
that was previously managed by the Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment – Crown Lands 
(DPIE – Crown Lands).

Proposed improvements
As part of the project, early investigation work, 
including underwater assessments and scans, 
show that the breakwall is in need of major 
repairs. The rock has settled and shifted over time, 
creating voids which compromise the effectiveness 
and stability of the structure. 

The assessment has concluded that a major rebuild of 
the southern breakwall is needed to ensure its continued 
longevity. The refined concept design includes: 
• Rebuilding 600 metres of the breakwall along 

the river section
• Completing maintenance of the breakwall head 

with minimal change to the footprint
• Installing a new five-metre-wide footpath along 

the majority of the structure’s length. This excludes 
the last 30 metres at the head of the breakwall, 
where the current footprint and width will stay 
the same

• Installing a new access ramp at the seaward end 
of the caravan park

• Installing new lighting on the shared pedestrian 
and cycleway path along the breakwall. 

A 3D animation has been created to provide an 
overview of the proposed concept design. You can view 
this at nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall

The Port Macquarie Breakwall was built over 
a period of 40 years, with construction starting 
in 1897 and completion in 1939. The last major 
maintenance was carried out on the head of the 
breakwall to repair damage caused by the 2015 
major weather event caused by an east coast low.

Benefits of the project
The project aims to deliver:

Increased life

Of the breakwall
Improved

Maritime accessibility and
safety for vessel users 
of the Hastings River
Improved

Community access and
use of the breakwall
Improved

Pedestrian safety 
and accessibility

http://nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall
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Truck movements
It is estimated that a minimum of 15,000 tonnes of rock 
will be needed to complete this project. The project 
team is currently investigating options to supply the 
rock to site. 

Truck routes and offsite rock stockpile site
As there is a limited area at Town Beach to stockpile 
the new rock for the breakwall, we will have a stockpile 
site at John Fraser Place, behind the Elgas facility 
in Port Macquarie. 

Truck routes for the project will be from the Pacific 
Highway to John Fraser Place, via the Oxley Highway.

From the stockpile site to Town Beach will be 
via Ocean Drive and Gordon Street. 

Community access during construction 
The southern breakwall footpath from Town Green 
Park to the head of the breakwall will be closed 
during construction for safety of the community.

Alternative pedestrian routes from Town Green to 
Town Beach are identified on the map. 

Areas at Town Beach Park will be used as a site 
compound and work area. Due to the high volume of 
truck movements and for the safety of the public, 
the car park at Town Beach will also be closed 
during construction.

The playground, skate park and other amenities 
at Town Beach will remain open for the community 
to use. Please see the map for more details.

Environmental assessment
An environmental assessment (EA) for the project 
is being developed, which looks at the design and 
construction impacts in more detail. The EA considers 
the potential environmental and social impacts of 
the proposal.

The EA also describes the measures that would be put 
into place to manage potential impacts. 

There are many factors that make the construction of 
the southern breakwall challenging, including limited 
access options, tight construction area and working 
near tidal environment. Of particular note, some of 
the key features outlined in the EA include:

Construction area
To enable the proposed works, a site facility area 
will be required at Town Beach. We have minimised 
our site footprint while maintaining access to town 
beach facilities as much as possible. See the map for 
more information. 

For the safety of the community and our workers from 
time to time, this area may need to be reviewed and 
access may be changed. We will advise you of any 
changes if this is required. 

We understand there are many events held in this area 
and we will work closely with Port Macquarie Hastings 
Council and event organisers during construction.

Caravan park 
pedestrian 
access and gate 
to Town Beach

Clarence Street

Stewart Street
Lions Park Lookout

Alban Place

Mrs York’s Garden

M
urray Street

Sunset Parade

Access stairs to
Caravan Park

Access stairs to
Caravan Park

Access stairs and 
ramp from 
Caravan Park and 
Town Beach ParkRemoving 15 Norfolk Pines and 

11 Casuarina trees. Replanting 
with appropriate replacement 
trees, native plants and shrubs.

KEY
Footpath
Reconstruction of breakwall
Individual rock placement for 
maintenance
Concrete stairs
Access ramps
Norfolk Pine tree and Casuarina tree 
to be removed
Carpark closed during construction
Construction site and work areas
Truck movement and vehicle gate
Pedestrian alternative routes to Town 
Beach during construction

Port Macquarie Southern Breakwall refined concept plan 
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Removal of trees
As part of the Port Macquarie Town Centre Master 
Plan and Breakwall Concept Plan, it was proposed 
to widen the footpath along the southern breakwall 
to accommodate the popular walk. 

To deliver a widened five metre footpath it has 
been identified that some trees along the edge 
of the caravan park will need to removed.

We have worked with an arborist and our design team 
to retain as many trees as possible.

We have identified the following number of trees 
to be removed:
• 11 Casuarina trees
• 15 Norfolk Pines

After exploring various options, to retain the Norfolk 
Pines such as relocation and retaining walls with 
careful consideration about the long-term health of 
them versus the community benefits of an upgraded 
walkway; we propose we remove the identified Norfolk 
Pines and Casuarina trees along the existing walkway.

To remediate the removal of these trees, a landscaping 
plan will be developed to include the planting of 
suitable replacement trees and native shrubs and 
groundcovers. Once the plan is developed and 
consultation has been carried out with Council and the 
Caravan Park, we will inform the community.

Construction hours
The work hours during construction will be 7am to 
6pm Monday to Friday and 8am to 1pm on Saturday. 
Work outside of these hours would only occur to allow 
for tidal conditions. We will notify you before any work 
outside of this.

Project timing
The proposed upgrade will take about six months to 
complete, weather and tides permitting. Pending all 
project approvals we expect to start construction 
in the first half of 2023.

Have your say
The EA will be on display at the following locations 
until Friday 1 July 2022. 
• Port Macquarie Hastings Council  

17 Burrawan Street, Port Macquarie
• Port Macquarie Library 

32 Grant St, Port Macquarie

The EA is also available to download from 
the project website: 
PortMacqurieBreakwall@transport.nsw.gov.au

To provide feedback
To provide feedback on the EA and refined concept 
design as part of the Port Macquarie southern 
breakwall upgrade, you can: 

  Go to  
nsw.gov.au/have-your-say

  PortMacquarieBreakwall@
transport.nsw.gov.au

  Toll free line 1800 571 311

  Port Macquarie Breakwall upgrade  
Transport for NSW, Maritime Branch  
33 James Craig Road  
Rozelle NSW 2039

Information sessions 
We will have an information stand at the 
following dates and locations, where you 
can come and meet the project team and 
ask any questions about the upgrade.
• Friday 10 June at the ArtWalk markets 

between 5pm and 9pm
• Saturday 11 June at the Foreshore markets 

between 8am and 1pm
• Tuesday 21 June at Town Beach Park 

between 9am to 1pm

In case of wet weather impacts please check our 
website for any updates on locations.

Latest information
You can always find all our latest 
information on our project website: 
nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall 
or just scan the QR code and it 
will take you to the page.

Have 
your say

mailto:PortMacqurieBreakwall%40transport.nsw.gov.au?subject=
http://nsw.gov.au/have-your-say
mailto:PortMacqurieBreakwall%40transport.nsw.gov.au?subject=
mailto:PortMacqurieBreakwall%40transport.nsw.gov.au?subject=
http://nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall
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We are planning to capture some of those stories 
behind the artwork before construction begins. 
We know there have been many life milestones 
or moments recorded on the rocks in artworks, 
including marriage proposals, family reunions and 
annual holidays. 

You can take a 30 second landscape video sharing 
your story behind your artwork, your history with the 
breakwall, or images of your artwork.

Then upload to social media, remember to tag 
Transport for NSW and #portmacrocks or alternatively 
you can contact the project team.

Next Steps
Feedback received on the proposal and concept 
design will be considered as part of the project 
approval and in the detailed design for the project. 

The timing of construction is expected to be in the 
first half of 2023. 

The community will be kept informed on the progress 
and delivery of this important project. 

Graffiti on rocks along the southern breakwall

We want to hear your 
breakwall story
Construction of the southern breakwall began in 1897. 
It was constructed after General John Oxley noted how 
hazardous the bar had become at the river mouth. 

We understand and appreciate the long history of 
the breakwall and the many stories behind some 
of the graffiti art. 

Finalise environmental 
assessment and detailed design

Project planning

Project approval

Develop concept design

Construction

Display refined concept design 
and environmental assessment for 

community comment 

WE 
ARE 

HERE

What will happen to 
the graffiti rocks?
We understand that the colourful graffiti rocks along 
the breakwall have sentimental and cultural value 
to many. 

To build the breakwall many of the existing graffiti 
rocks will be reused within the new wall, when finished 
the upgraded southern breakwall footpath will be 
lined with new rock.

This will provide a blank canvas for the community. 
Port Macquarie Hastings Council will be looking at 
supporting a community event for the repainting of 
the rocks following completion of the project. We will 
provide more information on this closer to this time.

We encourage anyone who has a sentimental rock 
painting, to take a photo now before construction 
starts in 2023.

We know this is a special place for many people. We 
want to assure families and community members 
with memorial plaques on the rocks, we are thinking 
of them. Plaques along the walkway will be carefully 
removed and returned to families prior to work 
starting. Anyone with questions about a memorial is 
encouraged to reach out directly to the project team.
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Frequently asked questions

Will Transport for NSW use information 
from Port Macquarie Hastings Council’s 
Port Macquarie Breakwall Concept Plan and 
Port Macquarie Town Centre Master Plan?
This project is a maintenance project focussing on 
the longevity of the southern breakwall as critical 
maritime infrastructure. 

We have used the Port Macquarie Hastings Council’s 
Port Macquarie Breakwall Concept Plan and Port 
Macquarie Town Centre Master Plan as reference 
documents in our early planning and development 
of the proposal. 

The inclusion of a wider footpath is a result 
of those references documents. 

Are both breakwalls being upgraded?
This Port Macquarie Breakwall upgrade project 
is to maintain the southern breakwall only. 

When will construction start on 
the southern breakwall?
We are in early stages of planning and development 
of the project. Pending all approvals we expect 
to start construction in the first half of 2023. 

We will keep the community informed of the 
progress of the project and notify you before 
any construction starts. 

Will the community have an opportunity 
to comment on the project?
We are seeking your feedback on the refined 
concept design and EA until Friday 1 July 2022.

Will the footpath be widened?
The majority of the footpath will be increased to a 
width of five metres. A small section at the head of the 
breakwall will remain similar as we are not changing 
the footprint of the breakwall in this location.

Will I be able to access the town 
beach facilities?
We aim to keep access to as many town beach 
facilities as possible including the playground, 
skate park, town beach and café. We will update you 
as construction details are confirmed. 

Will viewing and fishing platforms 
be included as part of the project? 
Following the investigations on the current condition 
of the breakwall, it concluded that a major rebuild was 
necessary. The majority of the $5 million will be spent 
on the construction of the southern breakwall itself. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to include fishing 
platforms into this budget as part of the project. 

Port Macquarie Hastings Council has indicated 
that they will continue to investigate fishing platforms 
after our project is completed. 

Will the project affect surfing breaks 
at the head of the breakwall?
The head of the breakwall has undergone maintenance 
in the past. The surveys completed on the breakwall 
indicate that a major rebuild is not required in 
this area. 

The head of the breakwall will remain the same with 
minor rock maintenance to be carried out. This work 
should not affect surfing breaks. 

It is noted that surfing breaks will continually change 
as a result of other environmental factors, such as 
tides, waves, sand movement and storm surges. 

What will happen to the graffiti rocks along 
the southern breakwall?
The southern breakwall needs a major rebuild, while 
many of the existing graffiti rocks will be reused within 
the new wall, when finished the upgraded southern 
breakwall footpath will be lined with new rock.

This will provide a blank canvas for the community. 
Port Macquarie Hastings Council will be looking at 
supporting a community event for the repainting of 
the rocks following completion of the project. We will 
provide more information on this closer to this time. 

What if I have a memorial or plaque on 
the breakwall that I want to keep?
We will be arranging for the safe and careful removal 
of memorial plaques before upgrade work starts 
on the southern breakwall in the first half of 2023. 
We hope to hand these back to families. We will also 
store plaques until the completion of the project while 
arrangements are made for collection. If anyone has 
any questions or concerns, they should please reach 
out to our project team.
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Privacy Transport for NSW (“TfNSW”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information 
Protection Act 1998 (“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy 
Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose 
of assisting in the delivery this project. The information received, including names and addresses 
of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in 
the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise Transport 
for NSW will only disclose your personal information, without your consent, if authorised by the 
law. Your personal information will be held by Transport for NSW at 33 James Craig Road, Rozelle. 
You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect. 
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Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more on 
the Port Macquarie southern breakwall project 
please contact our project team: 

  1800 571 311

   PortMacquarieBreakwall@
transport.nsw.gov.au

 nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall

   Port Macquarie Breakwall upgrade  
Transport for NSW, Maritime Branch  
33 James Craig Road  
Rozelle NSW 2039

  If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 1800 571 311.

Latest information
You can always find all our latest 
information on our project website: 
nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall 
or just scan the QR code and 
it will take you to the page.

Can I ask for the rock that I painted?
Unfortunately we are not able to give the painted 
rocks to people. This is because most rocks will be 
reused internally on the breakwall. We also would not 
be able to guarantee that damage would not occur 
when moving them.

We encourage those people who have sentimental 
connection to a painted rock to take a photo before 
construction starts.

We are also looking to capture stories behind some 
of the breakwall graffiti. If you would like to share 
your story please get in contact with our team.

Will I be able to walk the southern breakwall 
during construction?
The southern breakwall footpath from Town Green 
Park to the head of the breakwall will be closed during 
construction for safety of all users.

Alternative pedestrian walks to Town Beach 
are identified on the project map. 

What will happen to the Saturday Park Run?
We are working with Park Run organisers and will 
communicate this before construction starts. 

Why is the project removing Norfolk Pines?
As outlined in the Port Macquarie Hastings Council 
Breakwall Concept Plan and Town Centre Master 
Plan, it identified the need to increase the footpath to 
five metres. For the project team to achieve this some 
Norfolk Pines will need to be removed.

As part of our early investigations the project team 
explored various options to retain the 15 Norfolk trees 
through engineering solutions, such as retaining walls 
or relocation.

Unfortunately, the arborist advice showed that even if 
we did either of these options, this would not guarantee 
the Norfolk Pines long-term survival. As a result, the 
project team is proposing to remove 15 Norfolk pines 
and a landscape plan will be developed to include the 
planting of suitable replacement trees, native plants 
and groundcovers.

mailto:PortMacqurieBreakwall%40transport.nsw.gov.au?subject=
mailto:PortMacqurieBreakwall%40transport.nsw.gov.au?subject=
http://nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall
http://nswroads.work/portmacquariebreakwall



