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The following questions and answers provide an overview of commonly asked topics in relation to the 
Regional Roads and Transport Recovery Package (RRTRP). 

For further information about the package please refer to the RRTRP Guidelines or contact the us via the 
details on page 6 (below): 

nswroads.work/rrtrp 
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Introduction 
What is the objective of the RRTRP? 
The objective of the RRTRP is to support targeted Eligible Transport Infrastructure Directly Damaged or 
Impacted by AGRN 1012 NSW Severe Weather and Flooding February 2022 onwards across northern NSW 
for the purpose of improved resilience, productivity, social and economic benefits. 

The resiliency or betterment work is in addition to reconstruction and repair of directly damaged 
infrastructure. 

What does ‘betterment’ mean in relation to the RRTRP? 
Betterment is repairing or building-back an asset to withstand future natural disasters. Betterment improves 
resilience, generates productivity and delivers positive economic and social outcomes. 

The core values of betterment are: 

Resilience: Reduce the risk of impact to an asset over its lifecycle to better withstand 
natural disasters, and improve the ability to respond, recover and adapt after asset 
disruption. 

Productivity: Maintain or improve the level of service and sustainable function that an asset 
provides. 

Economic: Achieve net benefits across the asset lifecycle based on the betterment value proposition 
and provide a return on investment. 

Social: Maintain or improve a community’s ability to function during and after a 
disruption to an asset. 

 
 

Eligibility 
What work is eligible under the RRTRP? 
Subject to application and approval, funding is available to eligible councils and/or Transport for NSW for 
the planning, development and delivery of local and state priority transport infrastructure resiliency works 
on Eligible Transport Infrastructure Directly Damaged or Impacted by AGRN 1012 NSW Severe Weather and 
Flooding February 2022 onwards across northern NSW. 

The RRTRP is designed to fund enhancement and/or resilience improvements (referred to as betterment 
activity) which is in additional to the repair and reconstruction works. 

For full details on RRTRP eligibility please refer to the RRTRP Guidelines. 

Which Local Government Areas are eligible for funding under the RRTRP? 
Eligible Local Government Areas (LGAs) include the 26 LGAs across northern NSW that were disaster 
declared by the AGRN 1012 NSW Severe Weather and Flooding February 2022 onwards. 

Refer to the RRTRP Guidelines for the list of eligible LGAs. 

Who is eligible to submit an application for the RRTRP? 
Eligible local councils and Transport for NSW (on behalf of state assets) are eligible to apply for the RRTRP. 

There are a number of other eligibility criteria for eligible infrastructure and eligible project types. 

For full details on RRTRP eligibility please refer to the RRTRP Guidelines. 

What constitutes eligible infrastructure under the RRTRP? 
The full definition of eligible infrastructure is available in the RRTRP Guidelines. 
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To summarise, local and state transport assets are considered eligible infrastructure. 

In addition, eligible infrastructure must have been directly damaged in the disaster declared by the AGRN 
1012 NSW Severe Weather and Flooding February 2022 onwards. 

What are some examples of Essential Public Assets eligible for consideration under the 
RRTRP? 

The RRTRP is open to eligible infrastructure in the following asset types: 

• Transport (e.g. roads and bridges). 

What are the eligible grant amounts for RRTRP? 
Eligible grant amounts range from $50,000 to $10 million per project. 

What are the eligible project costs for RRTRP? 
The RRTRP will cover capital and project management costs for: 

• Works directly related to damage incurred as a direct result of the Eligible Disaster Declaration 
Events that have not been covered through other government funding and/or insurance claims di- 
rectly related to the betterment activity(s). 

• Capital works costs directly related to the requested funding activities. 
• Project management and administration costs directly related to the requested funding activities. 

These costs are capped at 20 per cent of the total value of the requested funding amount. 
• Salary/wages and entitlements for employees specifically engaged for the project(s). 
• Design costs and planning approval costs. 

For full details please refer to the RRTRP Guidelines. 

Can multiple applications be made for the same asset for different betterment activities? 
Only one application per asset will be accepted under this round of funding. This application should include all 
planned betterment activities for which funding is being sought.  

Can multiple assets with the same betterment activity be grouped as a single project and 
application? 
Yes, applications may group assets of the same type and betterment activity where this grouping will result in 
improved value for money and economies of scale. The assets should be identified individually within the 
application and listed in order of priority.  

Can councils apply for projects on the boundary of two LGAs? 
Yes, councils can apply for projects which sit on the boundary of multiple LGAs. Similar to Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangement’s, councils should apply for the portion of the project which is within their LGA. 
Consideration will be provided to projects which benefits multiple LGAs as well as grouped projects which 
show economies of scale. 

Are restoration works eligible for RRTRP? 
Restoration only works are not eligible for RRTRP. Any betterment component of the restoration works is 
eligible for RRTRP. 
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Available funding 
How much funding is available under the RRTRP? 
The NSW and Federal governments have committed $312.5 million towards the RRTRP. 

Under the RRTRP, funding will be available for grants and to administer the delivery of the Package. 
Administration costs extend to providing support to applicants through the application process, supporting 
delivery of successful projects, as well as evaluating outcomes. 

The funding is split as a 60:40 notional allocation for local assets and State assets respectively. This 
notional allocation model has been adopted given the impact to local assets as a result of the AGRN 1012 
NSW Severe Weather and Flooding February 2022 onwards. 

Will the RRTRP cover the cost of the rebuild of the damaged eligible infrastructure? 
No. The RRTRP will not cover costs that are not directly associated with the betterment activity(s) of the 
asset. 

The RRTRP will not cover the cost to rebuild or repair, but instead covers the capital and project 
management costs of the betterment component to enhance the resilience of the asset. 

For full details please refer to the RRTRP Guidelines 

Can an application be made for betterment where the project does not require separate 
funding for rebuilding, repair or reconstruction? 
All applications must involve an asset that was damaged during AGRN 1012. Only the additional betterment 
funding can be applied for through RRTRP. Funding for the cost to replace the asset to pre-disaster condition is 
not provided through RRTRPP and must be funded by other sources such as existing Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements. 
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Applications and assessment 
How will applications be submitted and assessed? 
Applicants will submit applications through the SmartyGrants portal up until 2pm Thursday 1 December 
2022. 

The RRTRP application and assessment process will be delivered through a progressive, rolling approach 
to reduce the administrative burden for councils, to expedite project commencement where appropriate 
and to enable strong applications that optimise betterment outcomes. 
The progressive approach is as follows: 

 
1. Application submission in SmartyGrants. 
2. Rolling application review consisting of: 

o Checkpoint review to assess the application for eligibility, suitability and completeness. 
o During the checkpoint review applicant support will be offered to applications requiring further 

development and supporting documents eligibility, suitability and/or completeness. 
o During the checkpoint review applicants may be offered that their application be referred to the 

Infrastructure Betterment Fund. 
3. Rolling Assessment Panel assessment and recommendations for successful projects are submitted to 

the Minister for Regional Transport and Roads for approval. 
4. Rolling announcements of successful projects. Applicants are notified on the outcome of their applica- 

tion and provided with an offer for feedback. 
For full details please refer to the RRTRP Guidelines. 

When do applications close for the RRTRP? 
Applicants will be required to follow a staged application approach. The dates of the staged application 
approach are shown in the table below. 

 

Phase Date 

RRTRP Launch and application period opens Thursday 6 October 2022 

Application period closes 2pm, Thursday 1 December 2022 

Rolling application submission, checkpoint and a 
ssessment of applications October 2022 to January 2023 

Rolling approval and announcement of successfu 
l projects From December 2022 

Funding Deeds executed and works commenced From early 2023 

 
Projects completed and funding distributed 

From two years of signing funding deed no 
ting all projects must be completed and fu 
nding distributed by 30 May 2025 

 
When will successful applications be announced? 
Successful projects will be announced from December 2022. 
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Further information 
For full details please refer to the RRTRP Guidelines: 

nswroads.work/rrtrp 
 
 
Contact 
If you require assistance or advice with your application, please contact: 

Email: RRTRP@transport.nsw.gov.au 

Web: nswroads.work/rrtrp 

https://nswroads.work/rrtrp
mailto:RRTRP@transport.nsw.gov.au
https://nswroads.work/rrtrp
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