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Road freight is essential to NSW, with more than
90 per cent of the state’s freight (excluding coal)
delivered by road in 2016.

productivity vehicles include vehicle types such
as B-doubles, Performance Based Standards
(PBS) approved vehicles and road trains.

NSW road freight volumes are projected to grow
by 39 per cent between 2016 and 2036, from 288
million tonnes per annum in 2016 to 400 million
tonnes per annum in 2036. The growing freight
task means there is greater need and demand for
higher productivity vehicles on our roads.

As the freight task increases, the NSW
Government is delivering solutions to overcome
barriers in network connectivity and support the
local economies in regional NSW. Notices, permits
and schemes facilitate access and are in place to:

Higher productivity vehicles can move more
freight in fewer trips, causing less wear and tear
on the road network. Fewer trips means less
exposure to heavy vehicles for other road users
less exposure to heavy vehicle driver fatigue
and human error leading to safer roads. Higher

• ensure the safe and controlled movement of
road freight
• manage the impact on the road network using
restricted access vehicles
• minimise administrative cost and burden on
industry and road managers.

What is a notice?

What is a permit?

A notice is a legal instrument under the Heavy
Vehicle National Law that provides exemptions for
restricted access vehicles to use the roads that are
approved by a road manager.

A permit enables legal access to a heavy vehicle
that exceeds general access vehicle mass and/ or
dimension requirements, and is not covered by other
access instruments such as a notice.

Exemptions usually relate to vehicle mass,
dimensions or loading. Notices detail the conditions,
restrictions and requirements for access.

Permits are applied for on a case-by-case basis
when access is related to a specific vehicle on a
specific route or travel across a defined network. An
application contains important information about
the vehicle to allow the road manager to make an
informed decision about whether to grant access.

How do notices benefit councils,
communities and the local road network?
Notices provide heavy vehicles with consistent
access requirements and network access.
This reduces the need for operators to apply for
access on a case-by-case basis and lessens the
administrative burden for road managers, while also
managing the impact on road infrastructure and
public amenity.
By streamlining access for larger or heavier vehicles
on suitable routes, notices can ensure that freight
moves faster on the right roads. This provides local
communities and all road users with many benefits,
including lowering the cost of goods for consumers
and safer roads. The freight industry also benefits
from increased productivity and efficiency when
heavy vehicle access is approved via a notice.

How are notices introduced?
As road managers, local councils are responsible
for approving heavy vehicle access on councilmanaged roads. Notices are developed by the
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) and are
introduced through consultation with road managers
to approved roads on the enforceable network.
Where the road manager would like to approve
roads for the enforceable network under a notice,
they should initiate contact with the NHVR. Notices
are available for free on the NHVR website.
transport.nsw.gov.au

At the discretion of council, access is approved
by permit for a certain period of time and when
approved, can include conditions to access.
For example, access on Station Street is approved for
operator Joe to operate his 26m B-double (at Higher
Mass Limits) for the next 12 months. As a condition of
this approval, access is limited to a specific direction
of travel.

How is a permit applied for?
Operators need to apply through the NHVR portal
for a permit before starting their journey. Road
managers have up to 28 days to respond to a
request for consent or can request more time if a
detailed route assessment is required, in accordance
with the Heavy Vehicle National Law.

How do councils approve permits?
Permits are submitted directly to the NHVR through
its online portal. The NHVR then forwards the
application to the road manager to make a decision
to approve access, approve access with necessary
conditions or explain why access is denied. A
road manager may carry out a route assessment
to determine suitability of the route and possible
impacts on infrastructure and amenity.

Councils can reduce the administrative burden of
approving permits by pre-approving routes with the
NHVR. This means that an operator still needs to
apply for a permit but the NHVR does not need to
seek additional consent from the council. The NHVR
will still supply the council with a copy of the permit.

What is a Scheme?
A number of schemes operate in NSW to facilitate
greater access for heavy vehicles across the road
network. By participating in these schemes and
providing access to local roads, councils can help
deliver safety and productivity benefits to their
communities.
Schemes typically relate to a particular vehicle type
or commodity. The freight and access schemes
currently in operation in NSW are listed below.

NSW Grain Harvest Management Scheme
This scheme increases efficiency and protects the
road network while reducing the risks associated
with moving grain. It benefits grower productivity
and provides road managers with greater visibility of
the use of their road assets.

It provides increased mass limits for livestock loads,
and includes measures to minimise road pavement
wear, protect vulnerable bridges and reduce the
incidence of livestock vehicle rollovers. For more
details visit www.rms.work/livestockloading

Safety, Productivity, Environment &
Construction Transport Scheme
This scheme improves the safety, environmental
performance and productivity of heavy vehicles used
by the construction industry in NSW, specifically in
the Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong metropolitan
areas.
It allows participating vehicles greater access and
the ability to carry more construction materials in
return for meeting higher environmental, safety and
compliance standards. To find out more, visit:
www.rms.work/SPECTS

Sugar Cane Harvest Management Scheme

For more information visit
www.rms.work/grainharvest

The SCHMS supports the NSW sugar industry to
manage sugar cane transport during harvest periods.
It applies to deliveries from plantations to mills
operated by Sunshine Sugar on approved roads
specified by participating councils and across the 4.6
metre high state road network.

NSW Livestock Loading Scheme

For more information visit
www.rms.work/sugarcaneharvest

This scheme helps ensure the safer transport of
livestock through driver roll-over awareness training,
improved welfare of livestock, enhance productivity
in the state’s meat and livestock industry.
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Less truck movements = 			
safer roads
Higher productivity vehicles can complete a freight
task in fewer trips than a general access vehicle
counterpart. This means the community will
benefit from reduced congestions; improved travel
times; safer roads and a better driver experience.
Reduced wear and tear on the road =
less maintenance
Fewer trips per task leads to less wear and
reduced impact on local infrastructure which
means lower maintenance budgets.

Restricted Access Vehicle maps
Use our interactive enforceable road
network maps to navigate an approved
route. These provide a current preview of
road network restrictions and approved
routes for use by heavy vehicles: https://
nswroads.work/heavyvehiclemaps

Lower emissions = better environmental
performance and cleaner air
Less trucks on the road network equates to less
noise and air pollution. Most modern fleets use
Euro 5 standard compliant engines which meet the
latest emission standards.
Increased freight to local communities =
savings for everyone
Transportation costs can account for 30 per cent
of the final cost of the goods you buy. Improved
freight efficiency means that you get products
from farm gate to your plate quicker and cheaper.

Contact us:
Contact us at any time:
13 22 13
roadfreight@transport.nsw.gov.au
transport.nsw.gov.au/focusonfreight

More information: rms.work/focusonfreight

This document contains important information about public transport projects in your area. If you require
the services of an interpreter, please contact the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask
them to call Transport Projects on 13 22 13. The interpreter will then assist you with translation.
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